b __Masen County, Washington

PART VII
Farm Marketing and Level of Iiving
Location for Marketing

Once isolsted by poor roads and dependent almost solely on Puget Sound
water transportation, Mason County agriculture in recent years has gained ime
proved facilities for marketing in the general western Washington area., The
main progress has been in development of modern highweys which connect with
Olympla and the Seattle~Tacoma metropolitan area, Better motor vehicle access
-to Hood Canal and the Olympic Mountaine has also inoreased the touriet trade
and this in turn has enlarged local markets for dairy products and other pro=
duce, Farmers are now within one hour of the Olympia area dnd within two to
" ‘three hours of Tacomo and Seattle, They can use trucking services which drive
around the southern end of Puget Sound or oross by ferry and the Tacomn Narrows
bridge to reach terminal markets and food processing plants in the Seattlee
Tasoma arse,

For farmers with woodlands to market foreset products the location is good,
Trucking distance is short to major pulp and lumber mills at Shelton, Tacoma,
Port Townsend, Olympia and the Orays Harbor distriot, BPranch railroad lines
fecilitate shipping of logs, pulpwood and Christmas trees frem the Shelton and
Allyn areas, )

Transportation

In recent years nearly all farm products sold by Mason County producers
and growers have moved by truck, In carlier decades there was considerable
ehipping by boats, launches and barges from numerous landings on Hood Canal
and the inlets of scuthern Puget Sound, Harsteno Island is the only farming
area today that 1s dependent on ferrdes or boats, The main arterials of truck
shipping of livestock, whole milk, forest products and cash crope arse the
following: U, 5, Highway 101 which traverses the county from north to south
and connects Shelton amd the Hood Canal settlements with Olympia and Port
Angelesy State Highways 1 and 21 which connect with Bremerton and ferry ters
minals on the Kitsap Peninsuls and the erosseSound bridge at Tacomaj State
g:way 9D which provides a good farmeto-market road between Kamilche and Grays
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Limited use 18 made of the Northern Pacific Railway Company!s branch line,
This railroad conncots Shelton with coastwise railroad mainlings at Centralia,
It 18 used primarily for exporting wood products and Christmas tress, In cone
trast to earlier decades there is very little rail shipping of livestock, hay
or other cash crops,

Income, Value of Farm Products Sold

Agricultural marketing in Mason County during 1954 involved eight major
types of products and returned a gross income of over $761,000 to the farming
population, Total sales were greater than in 1949 when the Census found that
gross farm income derived from marketing of farm products was $6L0,000.
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Figure ]_.h... Sources of caaﬁk Income, Mason County County Farms, 195k
' Seurce: V.8, Census, Agriculture

Farm gross income from sales of products was divided up among only 108
cammercial farms in 1954, Only about one-fifth of all rural places defined as
farme by the Census were classed as commercial operations selling $250 or more
worth of products during the year. Nomcommercial farms (largely part-time
farming and residential )} mumbered about L0O, A large majority of Mason County
farmers are not on a full-~time commeicial basis, :

Most numerous of the ¢ommercial ‘farms were those which sold products worth
$1,200 to $5,000 per year. There were only 13 high incéme farms which sold
move than $10,000 Worth of \products, Medfwm and low incame farms are charace
terdstic of Mason Coumty. |Mosis.of thé farins which had a gross income exceeding
$5,000 per year were dairyiand general livestock farms,

Marketing Dairy Products

Shipping whole milk to urban centere %8 the major agricultural marketing
activity in Mason .County, |In 1954 dairgmen reteived about two=fifths of all
the county farm income, -They shipped milk-and cream valued at about $296,000,
In 1954 about 70 farms made sales of milk and cream,

Mason County 4s a _sﬁrjzflus milk area., . mtim_facilities are organized
to distribute grade A miik 'and factory milk' in ¢he scuthern. Pagdt Sound ares.







