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PART VII
Farm Marketing and Level of Living

Looation for Marketigg

7 Agricultural marketing in Okanogan County is scmewhat affected by the
distance from major metropolitan markets. Its local pepulation of 29,700 is
also relatively gmall as a consumer market, It prodnces a larga surplua of
commercial {ruil uit, grain and finished. livestock which must be transported cone
siderably distances.to reach terminal markets, Transportation cost handicaps
are somewhat overcome by producing high quality apples and large volumes of
well-finished livestock which have gained good reputation 1n etate and national
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moted by well organized fruit cooperatives and private companies and a state
Apple Cormission have also been an important factor in making Okanogan an ime
portant commercial farming area, Okanogan farm products find an important

place in Puget Sound, Lewer Columbis, California and midwssiern markeds, Its

major product--apples-~-has nationel distribution, Cattle and wheat, its second
and third commercial products, have good Pacific Northwest distribution,

Good railway service and recently improved highways and rapid trucking

Bervice have bridged the barrier. of distance between Okanogan farms and their
eity markets- Poget annd Spokane and Portland are within a dav ta ¢ime for

livestock shipped by rail or truck Carloads of apples can roach wholesalers
within a few days, A branch line of the Great Northern Railwey and a fruit
express sdrvice provided by this rsilway rung the full length of the Okanogan
: Vallev and connects it with the major fruit assembly and diversion peint at
wgnatchse. Fruit express ‘cars loaded at Oroville, Tonasket, -Omak, Okanogan,
‘Pateroas and Bréuster are tranaferred to the transcontinental 1ine of\Great

Northern at Wenatchee,

Recently impreved interstate and state highways have improved the marketing

; 'smation particularly for livestock, graid and hay, Most of thess bulky pro-

ducts going to Pacific Northwest markets now move by truck and trailer, Inter-
" gtate highway U.S. 97 is an improved, hardesurfaced higiway extending from the
Ganadian border to Wenatchee) Ellenaburg and the Yakima Valley. It:joins with
D.S, 2 to give good and rapld access to Puget Scund or Spokane., A recent study
‘and burvey of the Washington State Céuncil for Highway Research found. that

' Okanogan County wae sérved by 1,637 miles of‘ roads and ranked ninth amomg the
Washington counties in road mileage. As of 195k, there were 20k miles of

., asphalt and paved reads, 500 miles of gravelled roads and 827 miles of graded

. reads éonnecting farms and rural areas to the principal state’ and federa_
arteriala. '
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Total Value of Farm Products. Sold in 195L:. $13,601,970

t
Apples 5 pears
peachos,: 511
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".Snurcps of Gassh Incoma.n h()kanogan Gountv Farms..
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%ﬁé’rmeré* reneive for the Prodircta they seld diring ‘a years Gross"fam income
- £rom products sold during the 1954 erop. and 1ivestoqk year “amounted to
- %&J;f)u&,gw. This placed Okanogan County thirteenth in the state in v*l‘ae of
s i'm'p"podubﬁbg‘sold* 6 Sarmp T SaTedBE A utt were by fax the major séur‘ces of farn
I Splddifie 1% Valued ‘4t $8,695, 536, - Yﬁi’t mafnlly apples accounted for 6l percen’o of
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up from §16,636,000 per year to over $19,000,000, The study alse. indtcated that
agriculture ‘was becoming & larger part of the county's economy.
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Table 28~ Types and Sources of Income 1950-1952,. Okanogan,County 1/

Y,Tjﬁe,and Source |.

Income In Dollars By Years

- { Yergenvage of County

Income by Ysars

of Insome 1550 191 [ To83 1 1980 ] 1951 1953
Agriculture $16,636,000 [$17,,262,000 }$19,075,000 ] 37,5 | 37.4 | 38.8
Constructicn 1,432,000 . 578,000 U6Ll,000| 3.2 1.1 e9
Government 6,980,000 .9,058,000| 10,015,000 | :15,7 | 1946 | 20,3
Manufaoturing 4,557,000 L,y879,000{ 5,347,000 | 2044 | “10,6| 10,9
Service 2,057,000] 2,021,000 1,937,000| L6 1 Loi| 3,9
Transpertation, . . B P
Communication T
and Utilitiss .| - 1,129,000} 1,204,000] 1,188,000!- 2.5 26| 2.k
Trade © 1. 4,337,000 L,705,000] L,51L4,000] 948! 102! 9.2
Miscellaroocus - 674,000 695,000 617,000 1.5 1e5| 1,3
Property Income | 2,680,000 2,841,000{ 3,031,000] 6,0 6,1/ 6,1
Other Incame 3,825,000| 2,942,000}{- 3,034,000 8.8 6,h{ 6,2

Total $hl, 595,000 |$hb, 205,000) $49,219,000') 10040 100.0 | 100,0

1/ John 4, Guthrie and Stanley E, Boyle, Gourty Income .Payments in Washington,
19501952, Pullman, Wash, Washington State College, Bulletin No. 26.
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Buying, packing and shipping of crops is the majgriagrieultﬁféi marketing
Orchard and field crups rake up over 73 percent

activity of Okanogan County,

af 211 mankatdnos
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of all farm products =old during 1954, All erops sold returned .over. $10,000,000
during that year and’ fruit marketings brought in over $8,695,000 out of this
sum, Over 700 farms produced-and sold apples and pears in 195k,

Fruit marketing is major activity,

Services and facilities are well

developed to assemble, pack, process, store and ship large volumes of apples,
The Okanogan Valley is the third major fruit producing and marketing area of

t_ha _s,_:t.a‘hqj ,_f,rg'i'lmaing t.h{: Yalrima and L{enn‘knhaa Tallave

following cities:
Okanogan, 2 and Pateros, 2,
not, organized as grower coop

cities,
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Oroville, [ cooperativess Omsk, 3; Brewster,
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Mogt fruit is markesed

through grosers cooperatives, - There were seventeen fruit growers marketing
cooperatives and associations operating in.Okanogan County as of 1955, 1/
Cooperative sheds, warehouses and shipping facllities were located in the

De
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Private buying, brokerage and shipping companies,
eratives, are also well represented in these valley

U.S.'Dapartm;nt of Agrienlture, Fruit and Vegetable Division, Hhrket News
reports shcwed  that over L,100 carlot equivalents.of apples and other, fruits
were shipped by rail and truck from Okanogan County during 1956, 2/
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1/ State College of Washihgtﬁh,~A§riculturél Experiment Stabions, Pullman, Wash,

Stations Circular 128 (Revised

] washinggon.-

'2/ U.5, Dept, of Agric.
D,Cs Fresh Fruit and

» Directory of Farmers'! Cooperatives in

s Fruiﬁ‘and Vegeééble.ni&ision, Markéi'News.Branch, Wash,
Vegetable Carlot Shipments by Commodities, States,

Counties and Stations, 1955,
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There were 4,091 carlots of ‘apilesy L of mixed deciduous fruit and 9 of pears,
Shibping stations in apples ranked as follows: Oroville 1,2L3 carloads,

______ e i e . i l"ﬂ ‘Dvu“l!c-‘-a'n }‘? and Omalr INT Arvnias and

.,,"l:'a,teros U)U, lDﬂaBKETo l[( UMHU{GH Hicyg Drewsuvel yof 8l Uak SUie LpyLob and
* pears .are. shipped to state, reginnal ‘and ‘national and even foreign markets,
- Exset datia on where Okanogan fruits‘are shipped by rall and truck are not availe

able, ‘but -they make up a considerable part ‘of Washington apples which are mare

LiEad din 211 tha smndan ndilas nf tha Unifad States, A small nartion of the
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“apples ars marketed to nearby plants ‘which prodice dried apples, ;}uice and

tgaiice, Fruit drying pmces‘fsors outlets are located in Omk, Wenatchee ‘and
. f-Yaidma Valley. A D -. T ‘

Ta ale 29.- Crops Marketed From 0kanogan Gounty Farms, 195h

!

= T Amount Recoived Percent

"‘Ty_pé of p‘ Sold . * .- | .Dy Farmers . ALl Cropa
:  (Doilars) ,SoId. ..

. Fruits (applea, pears, peacheu; -+ | A
... ..Gherries and other) - .- o $ 8,695,530 8T
‘—,‘?»_¥Field Crops-(corn,. wheat, oatey - o
b.;rley, dry peasy hax gra'sa I

1’ 301: 30 1241

-

b soedy potatoes, et o
Hortdmltural Specialties (trees, cut R
flowers, plants, tulbs, ssed) 26,020 [+ .26 - -

‘ Vegetablea (sweet corn, tomatoos, 1
= cab’uage, cucumbers, dry’bnions, _ R RN _
Btey) TRl 5308 0 a8

' Motal amount received by -

' v;'f_.f.’amers for cash crops $,10,026,165 10040

L .‘,.‘ ..

‘Source: U, S Cvansus, Ag_r_'icultur

Ihrkebing Grain andHa;z B S

Grain and hay mrketing 187 a: secondary activity in the economy of Okanogan

ﬂ......l..- madi awd mbhan £3ald aRane ranta wall over
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- $15000,000 per-year, .Some-of this-drads:is with the local cattle feeding in-
~dugtry forywith the- e‘xception o.f’: wheat and "barlay, the ’bulk of moat field erops
&re conawned 1oca11y. e v

~

',I'he local and outside trade 1n hay includes offufam sale of over 8,
j:ons of hay per year worth nvem$170,000. ‘Baled alfalfa was scld by: 190° farms

in 1954 and amounted to 6,770 tons worth about $150,000, Most of this hay was
80ld within Okanesan and Tlm glas Counties to cattle men, feeders and feed

W Tk Wasmas WistiaAW R Cese Waes Y SR =

- dealers, Girain hay salas- Were made: by, 20 farms t.o‘baling about- 700 tons worth
$1lz,ooo. Local.sales of small volumea of clover and timothy and wild hay were
also made, -« - ,

Graih returned about $930, 00 to cash grain growers of Okanogan Gounty
during 1954 and wheat:was Seeond"‘bél dpples in:eash’ 'sale value, Orain buying,
storage and milling 1s mainly’ outEide the ecunty in Douglas,: Lincoln and. Spoe
'kana Counties. Trucks haul the grain to warehouses and granari 64 ih these

gounties, : State licensed public grain ‘warehouses within Okanogar County include

gé._~20;000 ' bushel: warehouse at Omak and a 185 5000 tushel houge al Brewsters.

L
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Seine of the grain is milled at Brewéter,,Okanoggn,and Oroville for.livestock
feed mixtures, Okanogan County commercial grain, for the most part, eventuaily
erids at major shipping and milling terminals at Spokane, on Puget Scund, and

along the lower Columbia River, o L
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 Marketing Céttle, Sheep, Hogs and'Horées ! 'M, ' AERT

+
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'Sales of live animals for slaughter and for stockers and feeders- totaled

over $2,800,000 in 195} and made up about 21 percent of the county’s farming
economy. Cattle and calves are the major items, bringing in more than
$2,500,000,. Sheep, lambs and wool are second, making up sales.of .about $190,000,
Hogs brought returns of $110,000, A large number of farms make apnual sales of
live animals at aubtion yards and to country buyers.for meat packers and feeding
yard cperators, In 1954 there were 870 farms selling cattle and calves, 96
selling sheep and lambs and 263 selling hogs, Cattle sales in Okanogan County
are the third highest in the state, being behind Yakima and Kittitas County,
Trade in horses by farmers in the Colville Reservation and the Okanogan Valley
is relatively large in the state, Sales of horses in 1949 were as high as

$25,000, Okanogan ranking third, and in.198k they.were $11,168, with the county
ranking ninth in the state in income from that source, .. . o
Table 30,- Livestock and Livestock Pmudnctsqﬂgrkéted |
Okanogan County, 1954 .. .. . ‘
Class of Livestock - . Quantity = | Amount Received
Products Scld Marketed 1 By Farmers
Dairy Products :
Whole milkeeewrewumeeonwm | 7,853,446 1bs, "8 307,316
Butterfat mmewomwea= | 171,938 1bs, | . .__ 87,512
S . Total all dairy products % 395,82 oy
Poultry and poultry products | . . . . L.
. Chickengmwr-cmcmemea oo - 18,71 birds 5 22,870
. 7.1 N — ———— 226,927 dozen| 98,%07
Turkeys, ducks, geeso=e-- . 2 LT
T;tal all poultry & poultry products $_7iﬁﬁfﬁﬁé' e
Animals gold alive coe _— LA
N cat‘ble i - 15’292 head * 31,8&9’880
Calves : 10,280 head 656,510
Hogs angd pigsem—mmrmwwne= 3,493 head 110,515
Sheep and lambg-ewe—s—raw- 13,395 head " - 189,810
Horses and mulefwe=w=cwen 171 head 11,170
. " - Total all animals sold alive 52,517;3%3 '
Other livestock and livestock o 1 :
Products. S0ldmmrmrcanme e e———e——— P p—. $ 51,086
Total amount received for livestock "} '
and livestock products $3,408,6l1

Source; - U.S, Census, Agriculturs . -

v



y " L Clity. Slavghtericattles: if'ee&er‘x c&tﬁa_e’, sheep, horses '~an& breediihg stoc'fr are

nis0 o coaee o Okahogan County, Washington . o

"a& 440+ Organizationy sérvices and facilities for the marketing ‘of 1ivésty ock are
we»ll-develoﬂad within and ad:)afcent to Okanogan County. There are ohly . 'bm

-
" 1idensed -and 1#Spested elaughtdr<plants in the ceunty=—-cne a’é Cr e"".,&ile. and one

at Twisp, Most slaughter livestock are shipped by rail and truck to slaughter -
plants in the Yakima, Wenatchee and Spokane areas and some go to Puget Sound
and Portland, While there are numersus. country buyers who. bu;,r direct .off. farms,

in recent years more and more livestockmen have been using community livestock

“aunction yards; © Livestotk ‘are ‘hauled ‘to’ these yards for weekl:,r auct:.ons and
- heré. thHe-bhuyers.-bid: compe%tiv'ely and’ gendrally ‘st the sverage price golng at
Spokane, Wenatchee, Yaliting 'and Mosss Lake but with adjustments for hauling

:"__.1“ renstay - Qlar nogan Iiveastobls rateyars mEke ek of the' shate Ticenses 'l'ivoﬁd'hok

S

- g NS eV M WA WAL ety W e —— FIFRVE wavTiiwTS birbefinger uinid

auc‘hion Faxvds. loca»ed %in “the ‘' £u116Wing: cities: - Okanogan, Tonagket and” Conlee

»gold at. thes:e yards. # AP ' L
B »Méwkeﬁma Bairy ?rodncts g aaiel e

:..,.,:._.;.;.f iAo WEELV : SE vl .
2e 7z Daiyy preduc.ts‘ are sold* maizaly mth:m the: county area for local- processing
a0 andsconsumpbion, 'Dairymen:madé’sales of neafly $395,000 during 195k, « There

were 90 producers of .whole :milk;whose sale of 7 »653, 5o pounds “préught a-return

of $307,310 or an average of about $3,400 each. Cream marketing amounted to

$8? 500 divided among:3066: prédicessy”  Principal markets for’ milk and cream were

a creamery plant in Okanozan whieh pmeessed and distributed milk, ice cream,
- butter and cotta.ae che 0 e made to dairy plants.in Omak,

3

Orovﬂ‘;éwand Riverside pféparing‘ﬁlk, 1ce cream- and butter foz local distrie -
‘tmtion in xallay conmmnitiea, S S )

¢ avwnm
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. L

rketig Poultrv and Egg . o
Ok:anagan poul’c.rymen,sell mainly to a- 1oca.1 market’ and ‘their production is

not quitesufficient to fulfill local: -demgnds for frésh ‘eggs and paultry meat
products, In 195 there were 427 producers. ¢f eges who markéeted about 227,000
dozen eggs-worth $98,200; - Drdssed and live.chickens, including: fryers, are
not. produzed _ in sufficient quantity for local consumption needsy About 18,700
chickens and fryers worth $22,760 were sold-in 195L; < Turkey ssles were larger

~ in value "6§ing$23,680, : Some-poudtry marketing “is-done by ‘farmers to local
retailers, The more specialized poultry farms market through-the Waghington
Farmers Cooperabive Assoclation.whdch operates. distributing stetdons at Tonasket
and Malott ;ani ,provides a. pick»up service Lor its member egg producers.

ST AL

f
Fam ,ares't» products have b_geome mgre mportant 1:1 agr:.cu]tural marketing,
During 195 #Hé Census found that about 50.farm. places were. selling. 8awlogs,
poles, fegge pests and other woodland products, ” Farm woodland. owners ‘sold
products worth over $165,000 in 1954, and the county ranked thirteenth in the
state in this type of mar_keting;. I .

A Markmt outlets are mainly in the . Qkanogan-Methow Vallays and-Chelan- Valley,
~ Distance is too great for logs to. be moved profitably to Puget Sound and Spokare
area lumber and pulp mills and ﬁimary local cutlets are a 1arge mill at Omak,
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plants turn out pine;‘larch and fir'lumﬁér.énd‘bbx end crating material used
in fruit shipping., In 195k there were over 16,000,000 board feet of logs sold
off farms to midls in Okanoean County and these sales accounted for about 12

BRI pmea HURIAY TARANA VMWW D WOLTD QUUVMILIVOL LUL sWUWLY LG

percent of all the logs, poles and wood mﬁfketed during the year,

Table 31,~ Forest Products on Farme
. .Okgr;ngan Gmmtyi 108),

ek hataattld -

Type of Product a R;Eﬁ;ﬁgng  Quantity-
Firewood and frelwood cutwwemw - 230 23650 -cords .
Fence posts cutmeewm——- = e e e 150 46,251 posts
Sawlogs and vaneer logs cutemw—an 83 - | 16,177,000 bde £t
- PULDWOOd QUbmmmmmsmmmmcimcmmmiomm | — i
Value of.firewood, ferce posts, -| - R :,
loge and other forest products T S L
801ldmmmmar i ————— - ——r e o - | < $165,166

. ©  BSource: U.S, Census, Agriculture

Specified Farm Expenditures--Production Costs

anogan farmers who reported.expenses in 195} showed that over the entire
U 5 B & D) nf I ] i a7y Y~

county & O4u0 was spen or-five main o8 3 supplies and 8o ]
Labor used in harvesting and packing apples, harvesting wheat and tending to
livestock is the major farm expense in Okanogan County. Grewers and producers
paid out an average of $3,127 per farm for labor and the total farm labor wage
payroll in the county amounted to’$3,321,015 during 1954, Feed for livestock
cosy $603,000 and fuel bills for mechanized farming and trucking amounted to
$656,000 that sams year, : R

Table 32 .~ Specified Farm Expenditures in 1%5), Okanogan County

Type of Mumber of Farms | Rxpencitura of | Average
. Expenditurs . Reporting All Farws Per Farm
Machine hiI‘G.....g.o-on-nu-oaa 879 3 220,796 $ 251’19
Hired labor...vo-bcoaoa‘ooo?.-lb 1,062 I 3’321’015 i 3,127.13
Feed for livestock and poultry 1,315 602,815 1 L58,00
Gasoline, petroleum fuel & oil 1,511 655,680 | L3L,00
Cemmercial fertilizer.ssssesen ah 221,732 286,00

Lime and liming materials.eees. - L e o

Total production costs 5,022,010

Source: U.S. Census, igriculture

Level of Livine ég Okanopan County Farms -

On the whole, farm people have not enjoyed as high a level of living as
city people, Farm incomes measured in dollars received for labor or goods sold
are lower on the ‘average than urban incomes, City people also have readily
available more conveniences, Because of isolation and widely scattered location
of thelr homes it ls more difficult for farmers to get electriocity, telephones,



Okanogan County, Washington

L1y companies 1o, c'o L.de foll all rursal Yesiw

- power, running water and even highway service, . These.things are:cften:too
-~ dents, particuldrly in‘mountairicys sreas,. In rumerous cases, -incones in moun~
~talnous 'areas are too low for faimers to pubt in. their own electricél, water and

~other service conveniences which people living in compact city neighborhoods

v > u. R

The ownership and use Of‘ddﬁi‘r’éﬁieméh generally associated with a modern
- standard of living ie-below state-averages but above national averages in
Okanogan County, A recent study at Washington State College of rural-farm
living levels over the state fomrid-fhat Okanogan County had an index of 1l
campared with 122 for the United States and. 15k for the State of Washington,

Many farms in the irrigatéd districts of.the Okanogan and Methow-Valleys
are well-tiquipped and are equal to- farms in the richest farming aress of the
state, The county average, however; is reduced by mumercus, isolated farm places
in the highlands and in the dryland ‘plategus which are poorly equipped and too :
remote to have electrical service., Rural electrification,.while .more advanced:
than in the 1930's and 19h0's,..st4l1-had not reached about:one=fourth 6f the _
farms ae of 195k, Use of.electrical-appliances and labor-saving machinery is
consequently below the state average. Telephone use, however, is about equal
to the state farm-home average. - Elumbing and -heating and housing-standards

- are ‘#lightly below state averages, - Remotensss from towns and trading centers
... ~;18.characteristic of many:farm pXacesy.: About 26 pércent of the farme are 10
- . 'miles:oF more away from-a tradingstenter; while over the state in general only

) +:20. pereént, are this far away from‘a-centéry _ _‘
. : . !ébie 33,- Indices. ofLeveloeriving of Okanogan County Farm B f ' '
.. -Families, 1950 Compared iwithiState and'iNat{;’Lorial' Averages

Index Items

v 5 N
Em ey R re e g
B s WO A 5

Fercentage of total farm families with listed
. index items . ..
: b : Washington | Okanogan County
s 2 Farm Fandly Levelwof=Living|. = omepopin=> 3| “agh™ ~ 1 e
o ‘Med¥an Incomé per Family ™ | & 82,380 1 $2,130
ot Electricity o 925% 1 v TIRBRT
..z Electric Hot- Water Heater e B8R [t BT
.~ Electric Washing Machine oo BBE L 6G93RT
o+ -Homa Freegers . S VT8 10J8%
" Mech. Refrigerators 77L& | 6Bi6%.
- - Telephone - CB7.5% 1 - G628
..Hot and Cold Water Plumbing T0.4% 1+ . L43,0%
~ Central Heating~ &= 17.8% | - | 12.0%
-~ Houses with More tham'Ome | L :
I 15, 7% 24.8%

Person per Room ‘
Automobiles 2 A S 7706% : 7“.’4% o
g | st | 608

Travel 10 Miles or More
to Trading Center

.« - .. . Source: - Walter I:;A-'Sikhjm'zm:'aﬁd{()arol Le S%’_bnej*gilg_' v
‘_ -+ .., Farm People-tf Washifgton ab Mid~ContiTy.,
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Okanogan County agriculture, while impeded by geographical remoteness,
arid climate and mountainous terrain, has made rapid progress, Long an impore
tant cattle reQig;l. its more recent irrigation developments and specialization
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in applea have made it one of the important farm counties of the atata. In
apple productlon it has become known nationally, Both its orchardists and
livestockmen have contributed graatly to the development of this large Canadian

border county. MNumerous well-managed orchards, cattle and grein ranches stand
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as living mommments to the faith and enterprlse of the men and women vho chose
their homes in the valleys of Okanogan County.,
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