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. PART IV
The Pattern of Agriculture

Farms: Number and Size:

Spokape County is an area of large and small farms, A total of 3,59 farms
were being operated in 1954 according to the Census of Agriculture, Their avere
age size was 230 acres, which is below the statewide average of 270 acres, )
Following a general state trend, the number of farms has been decreasing while
the average size has been increasing, Consclidation of farms through purchase .
and lease has increased the average size from 152 acres in 1925 to 230 in 1954,
There are two principal groups «f farms by size--those under 30 acres common to
the specialty and part-time agriculture district surrounding Spokane, and those
260 acres and larger which are found in the fulletime farming grain and livee
stock region in the southern part o6f the county, About one-third are of the
small type under 30 acres, Another one~fourth of the farms are large operations
exceeding 200 acres, There were 132 farms in 195 which were 1,000 acres and
larger, specializing in grain and livestock; but Spokane has considerably fewer
of these extra~large farms than its neighboring wheat counties, Lincoln and
Whitman, o , : C o

Significant sinee 1930 has been the increase in the total acresge in farms,
In 1954 there were about 79,500 more acres in farms than in 1930, Iand in
farms reached g peak in 1945 at the end of Vorld war_II. High prices for wheat
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and beef and improved farming equipment caused an expansion into dryland areas
formerly ancultivated, Some forest land in the northern highlands was also
developed into farm units and o’oher waland areaa became livestock farms,

Teble 10,-Spokane Coun‘by Farms N‘lmber Total Land in
Fayms and Average Size of Farms 1900-195!4. :
(Source: U S. Censusesp, Agriculture),

R Iy 1 e Average 5ize
~ Census | To‘bal Farma ‘igzzllgoggs of farmg in
Year | in the Coun,ty A anras) _the.county
. RS s SR .(acres)
o s - 1900 :-1.2-,91-1:-‘ i o 16553372 ¢ .| 225
v, e - A910 3,947 . b 06824330 - 173
oGl e 21920 e L8300 o b 8313206 © 168
foTewn. o 925 o 5,088 et 7653973 152
oo 1930 | b,e68 o 1633772 179
. -19h0 - B,999 0 srngii - 828,880 166
oo 19h5 1 hy683 - BLB,ET6 . L - 181
1950 o 3359k F- 825,785 - 226 -
1954 3,727 843,335 230

Fi'eid crop farms specializing in eash grain crops of wheat, barléy and”
oats are he most numerous type of farm, including about one-fourth of the total

Farm Aannviadd ana dn 10:' Tadernodaals Fosmmn ‘M Aad wwer oAl ablnnay Vderand anis
4 G dl UPOLZVLUIW X1 .L])q. ALV TR VUGR & GRILOWWLUANT ULl y allw J.]U VVIIGL L4LVSOLUUL

units--are next in importance, The large:urban market in Spokane has induced
nearly 600 farms to specializeé in dairy farming and poultry taising, Spokanels
190 poultry farms make it the leading poultry county of eastern Washington,

Table 11,~ Types of Farms, Spokane County, 1954

Percemnt ol

Type of Famms | tomber of | 411 farms in
. LI : & the county
v Tatal : 7aYMS AN COUNLY qaevsreresrrsascrsotrens 3:5911
Fleld-ﬂrop famsaoooooooif.o-acoo-oaoo-.o.tooo 888 ’ 2’.197
Ca;h-graln........."".'......'..'....“.. 883 2&,6
Ot]ler i\leld~0r°p.....q.'.a'.‘...ll.lo.l..' . - } 5 : ) '1
vege.ba.i)le fams..’.‘..‘.’.“..“‘.......’.".. hs : 1‘2

F\ruit“‘}'nd"‘mt fams-noooooonono-oc-acoun-naan- Q?
Da‘lry.Jams.l.l:loauoooocoon.a ce s ORI PR RPEPBDBETYN ’-106 11.3

Poultrv farmsnll-oaooobaoouooonl00’oocoloootoi 190 503
Livestock farms other than dairy and poultry.. 198 55
General‘ farms....l..l‘."'..’l....lb.l..'..l..‘ ‘ 2]5 6.0
Br.marily crop.oo..oooioocoliro.otcooa.oto 101 : 2.8
Pr*mril‘r 1lvest00k...,...'.........'..,.. 16 R ‘h
Cr()P and llveS‘bOCL.,..,................... 98 S 2.7
Miscellaneous and unclassified farms 1,631 LSk

Source : UB. Census, Agriculture
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It is also second to Yakime County in eastern Hashington in dairy farms, having
k06 operations of this type. Spokane agriculture, according to fam- types, isg
more diversified than the other neighboring “yheat counties" of eastern Vash-
:Lngwn. . .

Farm Values
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With the exception of the period between 1930 and 191;0, the sale price and
appraised value of farm property has continued to rise, The average value of
farm promerty  has about tripled sinee 19L0, During the 193018 an average farm
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$23,000 t0°$32,000 range, By the aore, land values have gone from $i5 to $140
gince 19140, Impor‘bant factors contributing to this rise have been incresssed
demand for wheategrowing acreage, more proi‘:.table conditions for wheat farming
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and some demand for suburban and partetims farm acreags near Spokans. The

estimated total value of all farm property in Spokane County in 195 was nearly
#115 ,000,000 dollars,  This is about equel to the construction cost of one of -
the Navy's ussex class a:n.rcraft carr:lers. . X )

Table 124~ Value of Farm Property
Spokane County, 1900-195k4

Total Vailue .| County Average values
Year | ALl Farm Froperty | Per Farm | Per Acre

-in County -(dollars) (dollars)
1900 | & 11,828,612 $ h,063 $ 18
1910 | . h7,521,952 - 12 ,0h |72
1920 75,50h,u89 15142 8l
1930 45,500,787 10,661 | - 60
1940 36,372,082 7s 276 S IS
1950 85,877,53k 23,042 105
1954 11h,986 82 31,993 140

Source: U,3, Census, Agriculture.
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Farm Ownershin and Tenure.

1 A mgor:.ty (about 7 out. ef egch 100 farmers) own the:u' land and bu:.ldlngs.

Tcrﬁncy or the 1"61’1“131“5 and J.eaas.ng of entire f 13ImiS, is the system on OILLy

about one=benth of the farms, The parte-cwner system in which portions of farms
are rented on a share~crop, share-profit, or rentel basis is bevoming quite
common, being found on about one-~fifth of the farms, Hany largze units are

o mad ghhamd e :
owned by several heirs or. by elderly ai=lo) 3le who peirmit other neighboring farm=- :

¢+ .ers to operate all or a portion of the holding., Tenant and partly-ovmed farms
-+, 4re most common in the wheat and livestock farming region of southern Spokane
;h‘ Cqunty.' Some high-value land near Spokane is also rented for truck crop farms,

‘ﬁzFarm Residence and Operation

Spokane Gouﬁty agriculture is characterlzed by large amount of part-&ime
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- rested region, There are. numerous opportunities for farmers to find supple~
i ”aﬁén%al werk during slack periods in the.operation of the farm, A total of
w0 2,12l eperators revorted dclngAaomeVOff-farm work, accérding to the 1954 Census,

Thia nunmter mae hesrlv threafiftrhe af 211 Farmere in Snalanas Ceunty ofr t}ﬁ_s
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group, 1,626 or U5 nercent of all the faruers in the county work in other jobs
more than 100 days during the year, :,On about gne=helf of the Spokane County
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Figure 9.- Utilization of Formla nd in Spokene County, 195k,

Source: U -5, Census, Agriculture
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farms more income was derived from industrial and other off-farm employment in

O e D » 1re O Y 8

found in northern Spokane County is common to all industrialized and forested
regions of Washington,

hetactnk 1]

The land utilization pattern shows the influence both of forests in the
north and dry climate in the southwest, Over one~third of the farmland is used
for erops, The remainder is in woodland pasture, woodland, idle cropland and

‘ other pastures, In the forest-land belt of northern Spokane County a largs pere
centage of farmland remains in woodlands or in uncleared cutwover land which is °
classified as woodland pasture, Extensive use of the dry-fallow or sumiers
fallow system in the semi~arid southern wheat growing belt results in about 15
percent of the farmland being in idle eropland,

Land utilizetion trends since 19L9 show considerable inerease in fallow
land, woodland, and unforested range land used for grazing. Cultivated summer
fallow amounted to 10k,390 acres in 1954 compared to 89,000 acres in 1949,
Pastured range land elso increased from 81,600 acres to 99,300 acres in the
same period, In the northern districts considerably more land was put into
WOzdland. The acreage of woodland went uwn from 59,&00 to 7h,300 acres since
1949,

Farm Facilities

The 3,593 farms of Spokane County are above the sfate average in a number
of home appliances, conveniences and labor saving equipment items enumerated in

Table 13,~ Specified Facilities and Equipment on Farms
Spokane County, 195k,

o
— —  ———

g e RS
Eq%?pment Ttem Farmg Using Equipped
Telephone...-....¢a..{J...... 23990 8302
Electricity.........J.)...... 33535 98'h
Television 86, sseseersserees 2,287 6346
Piped rumning water.ssesevess 3,363 93,6
Heme freezerisvssracsredsssee 1’307 36.u
Electric pig brooderscescesses 55 1,5
Power feed grinder,seesseeoss sL8 15,2
'Milking machine......;.o..io- 599 1607
Grain combineé..........-.-.. 885 2&06
- Corn pickersncooo.ooonooaooto o : b

PiCk-up balerS...........r-o. 508 1h01
Field forage harveBterSeeeeces 97 267
Artifielal ponds, reservoirs

and earth tanks.........- 221 6Dl
MotortruckS.................. 2,355 65.5
Tractors....-o.............;o 2’593 7201
AutomObileSQ'-.o.oooooo-ooooo 3,087 8509

Source: U,S, Census, /griculture.
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" the 1ast Genaus. In. 19524, 98 percent of the farms were sewed with electricrby
-,,from rural pover lines by public and pmvate wtilities. About 83 percent had
7 T,e.t.epnoma serv:.ce. Accorcung 'DO the J.yDU UBDSUB, Iam e.!.ecf:.rn.c BBI'VZLCQ DlJ...LB
averaged $8,70 monthly, slightly above the state average, Over three-fifths
of all farms had television sets in 1954, the highest. densa,ty of rural TV ree

ceivers in eastern Washington. The farm districts are in the receiving Zone
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- A'Mechanized agriculture has advanced gréatly since 1945, - The number of

_';grain combines, tractors, hay balers and motor trucks contimued to increase v
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74 farms ddded combines to their equipment, In' 195 Spokane was third in the
~ state behind Whitman and Lincoln Counties in combines, -having 885 farme so
‘equipped, Tractor power was added to 27L more farms between 1950 and 195 with
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‘the state in number of farms with-tracters, Pick-up hay balers have increased
60 pergent and more.metor trucks a.nd antomobiles are now owned by more farmers
than in .L950. . ,

,-Irrigaticn and Facilities
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' Since 1949 there has been & sfz:ohg tre
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’bd '15!;. " Pasture irrigation ‘bo imn

ve g aas yields on dairya livea
- . 8bock farms is -receiving attention,.: More well s are being drilled and more

waten mirne gnd anrdnlklers are’ haino marohased to overcome the low erass vields
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of dry upland arcas, A 1arger mmber of . vege'table and berry crops are now
being irrigated %o insure reliable y:.elds.

-
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Spolfane County, 1950 and 195h

Toam '_. 1950 |0 1esh

N\Imb@l" Of lrrigat’ea LuMSaa...,.....gg... ' '632 695

Iand in irrigated f’a‘*ms......‘...‘...,.....q. 37-,791 acres 90,398 acres
Land 1rrigatedy cersastAtIRBR YRR ENEpEY ‘ ’
Irrigated laxd in farms according: to uge;

Faymg irr’ gat¢ng cropa.............. 566 609
Farms irriga’ing pas'tureonouooocouo . 2060 271
Acres of orops irrigatede.essesscers | Ty9U7 13,272
Aeres of padture irrigated..essseves | 1,131 * | 2,330

"1/ Includes ali land irrigated by sprinliler systems.

Source. u,s, Census, Agriculture,




