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FOREWCRD

This book on Thurston County is one of an original series being devoted ..
to the history and present nature of agriculiure in each of the thirty-nine )
counties of the State of washington, This project was initiated in 1956
through funds made available by Sverre N, Omdahl, Director, Washington State

—— Department of Apriculture, 19h8~56, State funds were matched by moneys from

= ]
the United States Department of Agrieultume under the Research and Marketing
Act of 1946, o

County agricultural Jnta books are intended to Serve a variety of needs,
Continually changing condilions in a dynamic state such as Washington require
constant plenning by groups and individuals both in private enterprise and
public service, Comprehensive knowledge of land resources, population and
agriculturaleeconomic trends in a local area such as Thurston County is of
rreat value, This book will be useful for reference in public and private
instruction by vocational agriculture and sogial studies teachers in Thurston
County schools, It has been devised also to inform adults interested in
knowiny more about their immediate arem, as well as persons and enterprises
cercerned with agricultural production and marketing or prospective settlew
nent and investment in the county,

Carefully selected geographic facts, agricultural history, population ‘
tren.: 2nd statistical data are included to give an overe-all appreciation s
of Thurston County, The enumerations of the United States Censuses of Popus
lation and Agriculture since 1860 and recent estimates of the Washington
State Census Board are summarized to glve a perspective of development since
the establishment of Thurston County in 1857, Facts on topography, soil,
climate and forests which influence farming are integrated from surveys and
reports of govermment agencies, Estimates of leading crops by years since .
1939 by the Washington Crop and Livestock Reporting Service provide a measure
of the trend in the agriculture of the county farm industry,

Ackmowledgment 1s accorded the professional work of several persons,
Immediate direction was under Emery C, Wilcox, Agricultural Statistician in
Charge, Estimates Division, Agricultural Marketing Service, United States
Department of Apriculture, Supervision, research and cartographic illustration
was performed by Dr, Woodrow R, Clevinger, Market Analyst, Washington
State Department of Agriculture, Mr, Richard Perry, of the Washington State
Department of Agriculture, and Leonard W, Orvold, D. W, Barrowman and
Christian A, Stokstad, Agricultural Statisticians, Agricultural Marketing
corvice, Unitgd States Department of Agriculture, gave valuable assistance,
Vladimir Kovalik, University of Washington graduate student in geography,
cempiled most of the statistical tablas and graphs, The clerical staff of the
Wivhington Crop and Livestock Reporting Service prepared tabular material for
the bOOk.

Je Do Duyer, Director
Washington State Department of Agriculture .
Olympia, Washington -
February 1%, 1958

-

Funds for this bulletin provided by the lashington State Department i
of Agrisulture were matohed By the United States Dang:rtmnt of Agrioulture
‘nder the Rescarch end Marketing Ach of 1046,
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A History of Thll‘!.‘_BtOIX. ‘Gouxﬂ:'y»l\gx“icq'iiui'éiq .

b
"

[N

Thwston County oucup‘:"ea an a.rea of glgolal plains, Coast Range and Cgge
che Mounta,ins lOcaued at the scuthern-extremity of Puget.Sound in western
.. Washington, Created by the Oregen Territorial Legislatureé, it is the fourth

.. oldest county in the si:a'be.

Olynpa.a; the leading settlement on Puget Sound at

the time, was established as the first and only Washington Territorial Capitel,

.. . For a ghort time during the Oregon territurial period, Thurston County
dnoluded most of western Washington; bubt by 1653 it had approximately its

. present area of 719" squace miles, -
state, ranking 32nd in size,

the state and in miralefarm inhebitants is. 13th.

It is-one of the smaller counties of the
In population, however, '.E‘hurston Tanks 12th in

Localized faz‘ming districts within Thursion County are intensivaly managad

: '-‘ and produce producﬁs of high value,

Poultry production is valued at nearly

' $1,000 Q00 annually and the county ranks.eleventh in this respect, Dairying,
-~ Thurston’s second host valuable™ farm industry, ranks 13th’ in the state ang re-

.« -‘turns. about $1,500,000 per ¥edr,

Livestock raising, however, is the most

common type of farming and sales of livestock and livestock products each rew-
» tarn over $3,000,000 to’ Thurs*'uon County fermers. o .

MI

-

The Oregon Territorial legislature created Thurston County on January 12,
-1852, It was named in honor of Samuel R, Thurston, firgt delegate from Oregen

Territory to Congress,

~0lympla; on Budd Inlet at the southern tip of Puget

. Sound, became the county seat as well as the territorlal capital when Washing-

ton Territory was created in 1853,

-

S Wes‘bern civiliza‘tion and agriculture began in Thureton County during the
British period of fur trading-in the gouthern Puget Sound Basin, Following the
explorations of the Gaptain Geo!:ge Vancouver Expedition of tha Royal Navy in

oo ¢
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1792, the Hudson Bay Fur Company came ifito the area and in 1833 established

Fort Niscually in what is mow Plerce County near present Fort lewis, In cone

junction with the fur business. British fur traders formed the Puget Sound

Agricultural Company, Gcverned from Fort Nisqually by Dr, William T, Tolmie,

this company farm was a large cattle, horse and sheep cperation léceted on the

inland prairies hetween the Nisqually and Puyallup Valleys s¢ that portions of

,present Thurston County ade up considerable part of the ranch’s range lands,

- “Vegetable gardening. and -some”dairying aleo was practiced at the Fort., . Nisqually
- “and” Squdxen’ Indians were employeﬂ in farm work and were taught gatdening_ and ¢
r*bhe handling- of Iivestock, Thia" iarge farm project existéd until about. 1646
Uihéns Amebidan claims to "The Oregon Country" were granted undey the Treaf,y of
1731867 establishing the presént’ boundary between tha United" States and’ Canada in
the Pacii‘ic Northuest ‘ , o

o
-
B AN

: “Agrieultural and commercial settlamerit by Amerioans began at Tumater
-~ Faldsjtiow 1n-the scuthern subirbs af Olympia, s early as I8US, Coming rorth
faem Oregon, & parvy-of 32 bersons led by’ ‘Michael T, Simmons, iounded T\mhfater
on &z falls o£ the Deschutes R:.ver néar its mouth on Buad Inlet.

BT '«'I!he Bimmons group built a~gri8t miXl to gr:lud flour from grain grown
: "locally. ‘They also built & waterspoweréd siwmill-~the first American mfll on

“:Pligeb Sound, - “Tunmiatey is- marked as the western end of the Oregon Trail because
“of thé Simmons party’s overland migration. A:Lthough pregccupied by"mmbgring

' ard’ tFadide, -settlers -spread ‘some Tivestock raisinngardeMng and’ wheat,!graf-

—d

- 10 edstWard from Tumwater to "Bast Olympia and Lacey, & Early advertiaeme:ita

* the "Coliumbian®, a newspaper gtarted in1652°at Olympia, ‘showéd that bacon,
hrd, “wheat, milk, butter and cheese were being produced for sale on £a.wms on
tha prad.ri.es of Thurston County.

-f-**'i, '*~-*Imme«:11ately north of Tunmater, the ci’ty oi' Olympia was s_tarted by Ed,nmnd
*Sylvester and Levi L, Smith, Sylvester dequired a 320-acre Donation Agt dand
odaim on ‘thé' south shore of Budd InYet, A village started on this c]a}m -and

- ~1ts growth was encouraged with the establishment of-a-Federal ‘Customs. Housa in

_ 1851. Sylvester named the village Olymﬁia because of :I.ts panoramio vieW of the
Oiympic Mauntainso ) A o " . e

,- + iy

- q

omm -and Tumater cbntilnued to grow after the Washington Terr:[t

i created 11 1853, The first Governof, Major" Isasc To Stevens, arrived Yate in
1853 and proclaimed OX¥ympia as the Territorial Capital, Olympia was incorpor-

-+gted 4n 1359 and had a population-:of L,489; The settlement continlied-t6 grow
‘-as the center of Federal Goverment act:m.ty 1n the Territory, Settlers and

.--ﬂ-.‘.‘u--“--ﬂ-‘----ﬂﬂlﬁ-ﬂ---“-.-”ﬁ---‘
1/ This histerical summary has been derived from Tour so‘arces:
(1) 1953 Yearbook, Washington State Assotiations of: Commissioners and
“Inzineers,- Page bl Veriom i James, Thurston County Section
(2) Richard M, Perry, The Countles of Washlngton (mimeographed) .

T Sanmatarr af Qdad o C\1~h-—n~n¢/\—
‘l"-'ﬂ\l& QUG Y ‘Ul \JUGUU, VHIHP.L‘, ..L7u).

(3) imerican Guide Series, ‘Washiheton, A Guide to the Evergl'een State,
"Hevised, 1950;' ‘Metropolitan Press, Portland, Oregony .
() lugile McDonald,- "Nisqually River Was Important to Puget Sound‘s

T IJ‘I--H-., pﬁ'ﬁh"‘a{"‘nn In Tadas 1nﬁﬁ'a" CRantd1a Qnndng m{nnﬂ Mosandma
BN AL VWL ddd XU ‘UUU D m”&u Umm: ‘M‘S ‘nﬁ“”‘“v'

“hugast 11, 1957. pp. 2-3,

‘?
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‘ ¢trade goods moving northward up Puget Sound paased through Olympla and it bew
came an active port as well as lumber center,

Agricultural settlement on the outlying prairzes 40" the south proceedad
- 8lowly between 1850 and 1860, Using the Donation Land Act which gave 640 acree
to & married couple and. 320 acres to & single person; ‘a nunber of families took
up homesteads at some distance frem tidewater, Qeorge Bush, a Negro frem Miss-
‘ouri, developed a livestock farm on Bush Prairie between Olympia and Tenino,
James Longmire{ leader of an immigrant party, led a group of homesteaders to
"Yelm Prairie in 1853 where cattle raising was started, In'185L, Aaron Webster
settled at Bycoda in the Skookumchuk Vallgy, William Packwood, & Gascade Mounw

tain exp;orer and prospector, settled 1n the Nisqually Valley, flats, in 1847,

‘Indian hostility beginning in the 1850's became oritioal about 1855, ddge
conraging farm settlement .on.the prairias. Settlers moved to tidewater settlew
‘ments ‘and forts at Steilacoom and Olympia, btockadeo vere built at Grand Meund

., and Yelm, Most of the trouble ecased when Governor Stsvens made-a treaty at
. Medieine Creek north of Olympia in 1854 with the Squaxon, Nisqually and Puyallup
,Indianso Howeyor, a small group of Nisqually led ty Chief Leschi did not
- recognize the treaty and joined bands of Yakima and Kiickitat Lnolano who raioeo
.- Puget Sound seftlementss Treaties were eventually signed:with all Indians of .
. the area and small reservations, the Nisqually and the Chehalia, were ‘set aside
in Thurston County ‘for Indian- occupancy. .

-~ v
R
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: ﬁmining ahd the axpansion bf lumbering and other 1ndustries 1n Olympia and Tumm )

water brought general growth to Thurston County between 1855 and 1900, The
entire southern Puget Sound area and Grays Harbor expanded mainly from lumbering
activity. Populapion grew from 1,500 in 1860 to 9,900 by 1900, Local sawmill
towns on the Sound, on Grays Harbor and along the inland route between Centralia
and Tacoma created important markets for dairy products, poultry, 1iVeatock

ned aramadtenls Py 'S B RO - Rty | R

and vegetables enabling farmers to begin speci

anlmal products,

_i ‘I LR ooy o e o

lizing in commercial crops and

Between 1870 and 1880 the construction of the Northern Paoific Railroad

- s . [ Ly Lics an s oon
betwesn Tacoma and xv.l. u.d.uu, usuguu, oytoueu new markets for Thurston uuuuby

mills and farms. Two villages-~Tenino and Bucodae=grewr up on the railroad
where 6oal mining and rock quarrying were developed as well as thriving lumber
industries, Another branch line of Northern Pacific was constructed from

m - -1 AR Aorolanad o cbados o
Ola npia to Aberdeen on CI‘&,'yS Harbor, :J"u.uug this line asveLropea & str .uxg of

sewmllling towms and local farming trade centers such as Little Rock, Rochester
and Grand Mound, Part-time farming combined with work in the lumber, logging
end mining industries became common in southern Thurston County,

From 1900 to 1950 the economy of Thurston County expanded and its oity,
town and farm population rose between each Census, Olympia, partieularly, grew

a8 new industries came in as well as from expansion of the state govermment
of ficee.at the eapital Roetwaean 1000 and 1020 laroa wymhara af immdorenta

T EMer i w  Veaw wiepra. NS G N WVRPRIEE bW DWW S A6 BV LNMILVVYE T Ve urmul.aa -2 1 4=

from eastern states and Burope came to work in the forest. and other industries
and to buy loggedwover land for small farms growing berries and hay, and
raiging dalry cows and poultry, Between 1900 and 1920 the population rose from
9,900 to over 22,300, and in the same period the mimber of farms went frem 663

to 1,90, The number of farms reached its peak in 15L0 at 2,876, By 1940
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.area where maqy new farms were established y

During the World Wa.r II period (191;0 to 19&5) 1ndustria1 expanaion and -

o Olympfa areas drew many persons away i‘rom agr:.culture in Thurston Couaty. The
-_number ‘of farms dropped to about 2,000.by 1950, -There was considerably. abane
. donment.. on, ‘the. Yelm and Grand Monnd Prairies and many farms went to a part-

f.ime baa:.s as. their. owners went into industrial employment«. ‘

O Over tha years Thurston County agriculture has been encom-aged and- guided
" by. several agencies and private asscciations, The Washington State College
Experiment Stations.at Puyallup and Vanecouver provided teehnical assistance
..and 1nformation related to dairying, poultry raising and beryy growing:. -Assis-
tanee and ' ‘gaddance has been:provided:by the U, 3, Department of Agrieulture
_.and State College Extension Service through Qouaty Agents located in.Olympia,
.and through soil seientists of the Soil Conservation Service, Several private
" agsociations of farmers have worked. fer improvement-of production.and matketing.
Qf the ccunty's farm output, These include the Thurston County Crop.Improvement
fssocia;d ong- -Thurston. Daiz;men's Federation, Thurgton-Mason Dairy Herd Improvee

e oy M ment. Asscreiation, Thurebon County.Cattlements Association and two-dairy ‘clubs,

~the Capitol Guernsey Club and ThuysteneMason Jersey Club, The annual Tharston
County Fair and Southwest Washington Fair have stimulated local interest in
_ggricultureq While :group work in these -organizations has been -of grean influ=-
... ente, there have been individuals. too numerous to. cite here who have influenced
f farming -in the area through their ideas and demonatrationa of emccesaful
:,pecialiaed agricultum. - . , ,
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