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PART II
Pupulation

Wrere ¢mshingtont!s People Live

Because of the influences of bopography, climate, accessibility and recent
incdustrialization, Washington's population is distributed unevenly throughout
the state, Over two-thirds of the people live in the western portion, concenw-
trated largely in the industrial cities of Puget Sound. The Olympic Mountains
d¥illapa Hills of the Coast Range and the Cascade Mountains stand out as
gpargcly populated areas in western Washington., The Willamette-~Puget Sound
Lurland, extending from Vancouver on the Columbia River northward to Bellingham
near the Canadian border, is the major population belt of the state. It cone
taino a fairly well-distributed rural population on its river deltas and rolling
glacial drift plains,

The mountains, hills, plateaus, irrigable valleys and dry climatic con-
ditions cause a generally clustered pattern of population settlement in eastern
Washington, Mountainous areas including the eastern Cascade Mountain slope,
the Okanogan Highlands, the Blue Mountains, and the Selkirks have but few people,
Dryland and upland areas which cannot be irrigated, such as large portions of
the Waterville Plateau, the Channelled Scablands and the hills of Yakima County,
are thinly settled, Both rural and urban population is concentrated in the irri-

gated Yaxima, Kittitas, Wenatchee, Okanogan and Walla Walla Valleys and in the
Pasco and Quincy Basins, In the far eastern section~~the Palouse Hills-~the
uniform soil, topography and moderate rainfall permits a more evenly distributed
population, The industrialized Spokane metropolitan area and the rich agricul-
tural Yakima Valley are the major population clusters of eastern Washington.

Growth of Ponulation

Washington was explored by Spanish, Russian, British and American expe-
ditions between 1592 and 1805, btut no settlements occurred until 1810, Ownership
of the area was disputed by America and Great Britain., A compromise, the Joint
Occupancy Treaty of 1818, permitted both American and British fur traders and
settlers to live north of the Columbia River, British interests (the Northwest
Company and the Hudson's Bay Company) established fur trading posts at Spokane
and Walla Walla in 1810 and 1818, American claims were strengthened by the
Lewis and Clark Expedition (1804-1805) and by the settlements at Fort Spokane,
Okanogan, and Astoria by the Pacific Fur Company, The Pritish increased their
influence as they established agricultural settlements at Fort Vancouver and
Fort Nisqually between 182} and 1833, Settlement by Americans north of the
Columbia, although permitted by treaty, was discouraged by the Hudson's Bay
Compan;- which desired to maintain its fur trade monopoly.,.

A growing tide of American land settlers over the Oregon Trail during the
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181i0*s changed the balance of control in faver of the United States. Most of

the Americans settled in the Willamette Valley of Oregon. Unhindered by the
British, several hundred American settlers moved northward across the Columbia
into the Puget Sound country and soon ocutnumbered the British fur traders,
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The ccnflict eof interests was solved by the Oregon Treaty of 1846, which
gave the United States the present area of Washington and established the i
Canadian boundary a&s it exists today.  Oregon Territory 1including all nf the
present state of Washington) was created in 1848 by Congress, with its eapitsal
in Salem, Oregon, Settlers north of the Columbia met in 1851 at the Menticells .
Convention in present Longview, Washington, and asked for a separate territerial
government, Washington Territory was created March 2, 1851, with a capital at

:

 Olympia on Puget Sound, Isaac I. Stevens was appeinted as Governer,

-~ Population growth was slow before 1860, Laek of roads,.the long distance
‘from the East; and: the difficulty of clearing the dense forests of the Puget

Sound country kept immigration 16"a minimum, ' Indian hostility prevented
-scttlemert -in most of eastern Washington prior te 1858, and that tended to
-7 Blow movement inte the Puget Sound Basin, The Washington pepulation was only

11,594 dccording to the 1860 Census, - = . o o

In 1863, the Washington territorial boundaries were changed to the
present state lines by the creation .of Idaho Territory., The Census of 187A
- was the first o follow the present boundaries, ‘and it enumerated a populatiem
T af 723,968, T a e o o
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e Population grew rapidly frdii 1870 to 1890, New tranacontinental railreads
‘brought large waves of immigrants from the East and Europe, The completion of
the Union Pacific to the Columbis Ri ; ek o
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vnion Pacilic to the Colunbla River Brought new settlers inte southeastern
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* tinued on toward Puéetfsbuﬁd,‘bétﬁleréfoccupiéd the Palouse and Big Bend wheat .
* lands and the Yakima Valley, In 1883, $ix new couhties were created in eastern

- Washington, Expansion of émastwisw shipping and lumbering built up the cities

- on Puget 3ound and at Orays Harbor. Washington Territory was sdmitted to the

“Union as a state in 1689, The population at this time was 350,000,
The seried 1900-1910 was a decade of rapid growth in which the state
gained 62,000 persons, more than doubling to 13141,990, Two cther railrcads,
- Great Northernand Chicage, Milwaukee and Saiht Paul reached Puget Sound in
- 1893-and 1909, respectively, ‘The lumber industry and agriculture supperted
“more people; land and timber seékers homesteaded free publie domain lands in
the mountainous areas.  The AlaBkan gold rush doubled Seattle's population
within'a decads, Railroads ang ships brought large numbers of people from
Europe whe took up lumbering, fishing, mining and agrisulture, Ranked rumer-
ically accordlng to the 1920 Cenisus; the largest foreign-bern greups in the
- statc were Canadians (4,2,000), Swedes (35,000), Norwegians (3kL,000), English
(23,000), Germans (22,000), Italians‘(18,000), Finns (12,500), Ruésimns .
(11,000) and Irish ($,000), : ‘ ' }

.- Between 1910 and 1940 population grew at a slewer but stesdy ‘rate. The
increase was about 20,000 per year. ' The lumber industry began to deciine
after 1929, Reduced employment and a growing scarcity of land were reflected
in a slower rate of population growth, However, during the 1930%'s, many
farmers from the Great Plains drought areas moved overland ta Washington

- seeking fzrming oppsriunities, S o '
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TOTAL POPULATION - STATE OF WASHINGTON 1860-1955
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SOURCES OF DATA: US. Census 1860-1950;Washington State Census Boord, Estimate - 1955.
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The 1940-1950-decade brought the greatest increase in Washington history,
Primarily an overland mevement cf laborers to new defense industries, it re~
sulted in an increasa cf 642,772 in.ten years, raising the state population to
2,376,963 in 1950. ~ Mosi of the new growth was in the industrial metropolitan
districts in King, Pierce, Kitsap, Ciark and Spokane Counties and at the Federal
atomic works in Zenton County, C

Urban and Rural Feovlation

Ir. 1870 the ortire population of Washington wes 1iving in rural areas--in
villages and on farms, By 1900, 211,477 of the population of Washington, or
40,8 percent, were living in urban areas, ~In 1950, according to the Census
definition of "urban' which includes residents of towns of 2,500 and larger,
1,503,166 persons, or 63.2 percent, were living in urban aress. And over 52
percent lived in three standard metropolitan areas cemprised of Seattle, Tacoma,
Spokane and their surrounding suburban cities and towns, This trend followa
the national pattern, . : o

Table 1l,= Pbpulatioﬁ of Washington The rufél population is predome

18601955 { inantly rural nonfarm, consisting of
. ' -+ 602,026 persons who 1ive in the coun
“Near | Popuiation try, bt do not operate farms, The
. 1860 11,590 . wrural farm.populatiop decreased about
1870 : 23;955 , .. . one-fifth between 1940 and 1950, and
. 1860 ’ . 755116 . mml y . el3y s OT . ercen
. - 1890° » 357,232 of the state'!s total 1950 population
1900 18103 of 2,378,963, As a result of the
1910 1 lhl;990 _ farm-to=city trend in thhington,
" 1926 ‘ 1’356.621 about ons person .in ten is living on
1930 '1’563)396 _ a farm and about six persons out of
Clshe 1:7351191 ; ton are liyving in a towm or city
1950 2; 3?8;963 larger than 2,500, . )
S 1955 2,560,000 . According to the 1955 estimates
. Sources: U.S, Census, Population; of the Washington Census Board, the
e Washington State Ceénsus . ten leading eities of Washington
‘ Beard, April 1, 1956 ranked ag follows: Seattle (555,000),
" Estimate,” = .. Spokane (182,000), Tacema (156,000),
: o '  Yaxima (43,00p), Vancouver: {41,950),
Bellingham (35,700); Bverett (3k,100), Bremerton (32,200}, Walla Walla (25,400)

. Population of Wehidakum County -

and Longview (23,500}, L . C
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« - Wahkdalum County vanked thirty~seventh among Washington counties with e
- population of 3,900 in 1955. The populdtion grew steadily, from 1880 to:19L0

and then decreased slightly, Because there are no incorperated cities with
more than 2,500 population, the entire population is rural according to the
classification of the United States Census. However, a majority of the rural
inhabitants (56.8 percent) were nonfarm (not living on farms) and 43,2 percent
were classified as rural farm in 1950,
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. Table 2,- Population of Wahklaliim Oounty ... . .i%.oit
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1860 42 100 -
187 270 100
1860 1,598 100
1850 2,526 | 200 -
Y o 1900° 2,819 - | Y00 -
Voo L 1510 3,285 | 100,
. 1920 17 3z472- 100
~1930 - | g,-86'2"' 1100,
%0 | o3msc o0
. 1955 4/ 3,900 - 100 :
I7°I955 data are estimated by Washington
State Census Board, .. : :

A f .Sourees'r- 4,5, Gegﬁ);s.' Population, 1860=1950.. S
A T e _ W;Qh._ State’ ensus ara,;19'55,;: estimates, - - .
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c e Cathzamet, the ocounty seat; is the onlg} 'mcor;‘ié.z'-atet'i city in the county,

~ Tte population reached & pesk 1n"1930 during an active periocd of fishing and

1]

-1oggir§:1n: the area, - Cathlamet had 28l persons in 1920, 738 in 1930, 6L0 in
1940y 510 1n 1950 and was estimated at 600 in 1955, :

.. Typleal of many counties in'the western United. States, Wahkialkum County
“~hag been a melting ‘pot of many nationalitiss who have migrated from Burepe to
.8eek new jobs and lands, - In g890_;vnearly ono~half of the pepulation congisted
of ‘European dmmigrants sad by 1950 they made up about .one-sixth, They are
employed about equally im the'three main industrieseforest procusts, farming .
and fighing, The heavy predeminance of Scandinaviap and Finnish settlers Ls" -
-partially. related "to the type of oeccupations found in the county.as well as
the .climate which ds similar t that of ‘Scandinavia, Norweglans are the large
est . group;’ followed by Finns and Swedes, - These groups have contributed much
" to the.progresa af:dairy farming and many farmers on Puget Island are of Norw
.-Weglan and Swedigh descent, Finns were prominent pionears .on the Oreys. and * . -
. ‘Déep 531‘7.91: farmlands, - e g Lo e e h
A I T 3 o |
- Agricalture 1s the second most important type of employment in Wahkiaium ' =
County,  In the 1950 Census the total employed numbered 1,390 ‘with agricultural
employment pumbsring 363, or about 26 percent of all workers.: Manufactuting of
pulp, paper, lumber and other forest products was first as a source:of wages o
and inaome, - There wore 509 ‘workers,. 37 percent of all the erployment, . engaged -
in manifacturing, TLU R Ty Tt S R
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Table 3.~ Foreign~Born White Population, Wahkialum County
1890, 1920 and 1950.

.

Countzy of Dirna 1850 1 1920 | 3950
England a7l WoieBseose I 2l 13
Scotlandgauooo-.ooboc 19 19 5
Northern Irelands..ss - " -
Ireland (EiLe)eoe-ooo 35 27 7
NOYW&Yqou...-.-u.u 136 278 15h
&‘eden'.ﬂﬂ.l.l°°ﬂ.l.. ]55 158 78
Denmark....¢..a...... 22 21 10
Nétherlanﬂﬁo.e..e-..e 1 1 h
S"’itzerlandaooaoeuooo h - 10 e
Hance....'...‘...... 10 8 5
Gexmanyssesssesersoas 80 35 12
POlandoo.ao.oooboOOOQ 1 8 5
Czechoslovakif,sesees 1 - 1
Auatria.ﬁ.....li"... 31 59 7
YugoslaVia.....-..... —a. L2 15
Russia (U.S SuB )ocoo 181 17 —
Finland..o...........- — 257 103
Ita]-y’.b*"‘..‘.'.... 11 12 - 2
Ganada-FrenCh...oo-o' ‘ 10 1
canada"othercbcooaood 35 . 32
A1l other countries,, | h32 27 [ 22

Totals - Ei 72 11,039 | L6
Percent foreign-boern, 30,0 °

Source: U.S5, Census, Population,

Table L.~ Employment of the Population
.. Wahkdakum County, 1950,

== e ———. -~ — =
Male Famale Total Z ot
Types of Employment Workers | Workers | Workers | Workers
Total employed worksrs 1,192 198 1,3%0 100,0
Agricultureea..-...-......--...-.. 323 ho 363 2601
Forestry and £4sherie8.eeesseccesscs 19 2 121 8.8
Mining‘%ﬂ....".\‘C.\.Q’.Q.".‘..‘ o 0 0
conStructionoooooo-oooaooooanottoo 61 2 63 .5
Mhnufacturingaae..........o....-.. h97 12 509 36 6
Transportation.oouu....n....... 18 2 20 Qh
Retail and wholesale St0reSascesse 6l Ls 109 7.8
Miscellaneoud ServiCeS,secaseeccse 48 57 105 TS5
Pablic administration (goverrment
e"xployment)c¢0¢noto--ooloaoootl 28 22 50 3.6
Other employment.eeeseeecracsceass 33 16 L9 305

Sourcet U.S, Census, Population,



RS v T ST Wa!&iakum count 3 washington
» . o l; T """:% B 3 . .
ce . ) o Y AN
'fl..: N ; :.c '
s
/.1
-’{,‘
!
i
{
[
|
' 3
ks A?*ﬂ%‘&f?
' ‘JW WO KQEB’
Y
o Ji‘igure 3..- Agricultural Eknployment Compared With Other
L g ' E)np“loymen‘b - Wahktakum Gount;r, 1950. o
, S . - 2 . .
:’ e ; ~ L . ’ ‘
X ‘:', i . e , cye
W, . . - . » '.‘ ‘r._.b - ' ! N '
N R » - . - . ' - PR
L .t!.v ' ’ ; =‘ l-.t:' .‘- '."". ;-H‘ . .
oL ’ ".S’.‘ b ‘ ’_ i ) Prmmm e o s




