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FOREWORD

This bulletin on Walla Walla County is one of a second edition series devoted
to presenting the history and present nature of agriculture in each of the thirty-
nine sounties of the State of Washington, 7The original series wes initlated in
1956 by the Washington State Department of Agriculture, State funds were matched
by moneys from the United States Department of Agriculture under the Research and
Marketing Act of 19L6.

County agricultural data books are intended to serve a variety of needs.
Continually chauging conditlons im § dynamic state such as Washington require conw=
stant planning by groups and individuals, empecially in the field of marketing
agricultural products, Knowledge of land resources, population and agriculturale
economic trends in a local ares such as Wella Walla County is of great value,

This book will be useful for reference in public and private instruction by social
studies teacher, It has besn devised also to inform adults interested in knowing
more about their immediate area.

Selected geographic facts, agricultural history, population trends and
gtatistical data ave included to give an overall appreciation of Walla Walla
County, PEnumerations of the Unitod States Censuses of Population and Agriculture
are summarized to give a perspective of development since the establishment of
Walla Walla County, Facts on top:graphy, soil, climate and furest which influence
farming are integrated from surveys and reports of government agencies, Estimates
of leading orops by years since 1929 by the Washington Crop and Livestock Reporting
Service provide a measure of the trend in the agriculture of the county farm
industry.

Acknowledgment is accorded the prefessional work of several persons, Immedi~
ate direction was under Emery C, Wilecox, Agricultural Statistlclan in Charge,
Field Operations Division, Statistisal Reporting Service, United States Department
of Agriculture, Research involved in upedating and revising the original informae
%ion and the preparation of the manuscript of the second edition of the Walla Walia
Gounty bulletin were performed by Jeorge K, Saito, Research Analyst, Washington
State Department of Agriculture, Editing of the first draft of the present bulle~
tin wvas done by Emery C, Wilcox, Agricultural Statisticlans of the Washington
Orop and Livestock Reporting Service gave valuable assistanoas Mavrgaret B, Quiroga,
Washington State Department of Agriculture, typed all of the textual and tabular
matorial and prepared the graphs, The bulletins were reproduced and assembled by
gembera of the clerical staff of the Washington Crop and Livestock Reporting

emee.

Cameron Adams, Acting Director
Olympiz, Washington Washington Stete Depariment of Agrieulture
Mareh 1, 1965

Funda for this bulletin pmsvided by the Washingtyn 3%a%e Depardueat
W2 Sgriculture were matohed by {he Uhited States Depactment of Agriculture
upder the Research and M«JA& Aok of 1046,
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The county's northern boundary follows the Snake River while the Columbia River
forms the western border, It is bounded on the east by Columbia County, Walla
Walla County lies within two distinet agricultural regionsethe Palcuse Hills and

tha Tannhat IWatlla Walla Taltawa Mha Palsvoas vast am ohd alh anvrawe +ha rarntharn
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part of the county, is characterized by dryland farming while irrigated cropland
occupies the valley bottcmlands of the Touchet and Walla Walla River systems,
Over the years, the county ranked high nationally in several farm products as well

82 havine heen develoned into one of the leadine asrienltural areas of the stata.
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The area supports an agricultural aconomy based largely on field crops, livestock
and vegetables,

L
]
C)
[

Walla Walla County!s area of 1.299 souzrs miles ( rrw-n-rﬁrnn'l'n'lv 811 -?50 a 8
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makes it twenty-sixth in area among the 39 counties of Washington, According to
the 1959 Census of Agriculture, most of ihe county was in fams and about 33.6

peroent, or 279,538 acres, was in harvested cropland, Walla Walla County was one

af +ha earlisct areas of the gtzte to be zettled h‘u‘ Amnw‘iﬁnhQ- Since its eraation,
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who wernvattracted by 1ts agricultural opportdnlties and the'closely allied conm-
mercial and manufacturing activities which were developed in the eity of Walla

Walla and at Waitsburg, Walla Walla County has grown steadily in population an
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in agricultural production along with othar economic activities.

History 1/

Before the arrival of white men;, several groups of semi~-nomadic Indian tribes
speaking the Sahaptin tongus occupied what is now Walla Walla County. These inw
cluded the Walla Walla, Cayuse, Umatilla, Nez Perce and Palouse Indians, They
hunted and gathered food by traveling widely on horseback., The trlbes were
friendly to the early white fur traders, missionaries and settlers along the
Columbia, Snake and Walla Walla Rivers, Missionaries taught the Indians the rtdi-
ments of agriculture, Indians became important herders of horses which were sold
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2 . ... Wslla Valla Couiity, Washington-

to séttlers passing through the Walla Walla ‘country enroute to Puget Sound and
western Oregoa, e B o
As more and more whlte aettlers cane into the area during the early 18401s,
animosity towards the white man developed among the local Indiane. The feeling
of 111 will calminated in the massacre of Dr, Marcus Whitman and thirteen others
at the Whitman Mission which was lovated at Waiilatpu on November co. 31847 - Tha
Cayube Indian War followec, retarding white settlement until Governar Igaac =
Stevens of ths Washington Territ tory concluded-treaties with the Cayued and thefy. -
allies in 1885, Wldeapraad se*tlament, howeverh did. not _resime Ln the areas which
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During territorial days, the Walla Walla Valley was the princ;pal agrlcul-"f
tural and populated area of eastern Washington. 'The ‘original boundaries of Walle
Walla County created im 1854 included ‘all the' present counties of Washington east.
of the: Cascadss. The city of Walla Walla was -established as the’ county seat of - -~
all eastern Washington until 1858 when Spokane County was establishedy .The preége
ent boundaries of the county were ereaued in 1875 when Golumbia Gounty wag eglab-
Yisheéd, - Tha county name, Walla Walls, is from the Sahaptird Indian language. unwd
by the Nez- Perce,: Gayuse and Umatilla Indians meaning "a place of many waters®,
This name was given to the' river which-drains most:of the area and bo %he first

settlement before the county itself was createdo

agriculturél Qrea of eas%ern Iashlngtoﬁ» Cattle, sheep9 horsea and-aome hogs
were raised and marketed down the Columbia River or ¢verland to Union Pecific -~

Badlrand aldiwixding madiba ad Daloawn - s amd Daowdtada Orrmopomin o Pl valley .
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was the sourcs of livestock for new herde-and flocks which ploneer livestockmen
developed in the Yakima and Kittitas Valleys, the Columbla Basin and the Palouse
Hills, Stockmen moved herds morthward into the range and grasslanés of eastern’

7179&%411{94‘:\!\ me mara 1and dn Wal1Te Wa1la Oannty waa nitt dntka swans
null-l-usvuu SO MULE AGUU LU walas wdaid vuuuug nas yuu 4vo ud UHQ.
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After 1830, the growing of wheat developed in the aounty for export over. the '

transcontinental railways and by way of barges and ships on the lower Columbia -
'R'i'\‘.rn'r'_ New varietias: of wheat svited to +hn 1m'-.r 'mrln'?n?'l of western Wella. Wn'l"ln; A
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Gounty wers introduced and proved successful, -The land boom and thriving trade j.'
In wheat export were major factors in population growth from 8,700 in 1880. toi —~-
315900 in 1910, -Comniercial grain growing continued to expand and barley.and. ryg

became important secondary cash crops for the north Pacific Coast market, Ac~

cording to tha Census of Agriculture in 1920, Walla Walla County had 197,500 acres
devoted 4o wheat, 6,000 dcres in barley and ‘6,800 acres of rye. In that year,

1/ This historical summary has been derived from four sources: . A

(1) Meinig, Donald W,, Settlement of, Walla Walla Country, Ph,JD.
Dissertation in Geography, Universltv of Washlnzton. 1952,

(2) Washirgton, A Cuide to the Evergreen Stats, Work Projects
Administration, Federal Works Agency. .. Published by Washington
State Historical Soclety, 190, ,

(3) Perry, Richard M,, The Counties ofhwashington. State of Washinzton.
Secretary of State., Olympia, Washington, (Mimeographed 19L3),

“(h)"Walla Walla Union-Bulletin"(Progress Edition), Walla Walla, -
Washington, February 22, 1953.
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growers produced 5,383,000 bushels of wheat., Walla Walla.Counbty's total grain
producnion for 1920 was valued at $12,125,500, third highest among the Washington

UOuﬂblEBe

. Between 1890 and 1920 Walla Walla County farmers also developed important
livestook, dairy and poultry industries and began %o specialize in irrigated tree
) fruits, Individual farmers and coopergtive groups developed several thousand
= "~ acres of irrigated land, By 1920, the vaiue of domestic auimals in the coumby
- totaled over $3,200,000 whiie more than $3,600,000 worth of hay, vegetables and
fruit wers heing groun,

Bastern Washingtonts prosperity from wheat began to decline during the 1920!s,
Agriculture suffered a recession as a result of a general world-wide wheat surplus
which eliminated forelgn markets and lowered pricesc A sharp deﬂrease in farm
iacome from cash grain sales caused cengiderable change in the vuunuy ig agrlcu;—
ture and population, Much dryland wheal farming was abandoned and some of the
farm population moved to urban areas; Walla Walls County's pcpulaticn dropped

from about 32,000 in 19;0 to 28,400 in 1930, Increased mechanization also added

[y ¥ W We smier 23 poand oo Y4122 T wemmlramea Tafd: Fam atlan manta ~F
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the Pacific Northwest 1o go into cther fields of employment,

5 Walla Walla County agriculture begcame more diversi-~
raiging vegebablies for processing, In 1929. F. C. 8loan

¥ N py W VO S e W - N RS N Ay D w—ma -,u,’ - WG T amwaene
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- barley6 F“om an original p an%ing of aome qo acres, green peas acreaﬂe has ex~
panded to around 28,400 by 1963, Good local conditions for growing peas led

gaveral canning companies to establish plants at Walla Walla and Waitsburg and in

Cafna Wil e W A S VAMAem R il pailiivd Y TSRS S e SREV = A

4 Dayton located in adjacenc Columbia COthy. Crowers soon began to raise carrots,
epirach and asparagus as well as peas for processing. By 1959, Walla Walla
County farmesrs were producing vegetables for sale worth $2,6h2,665° Also in 1959,
Walla Walla County ranked third among all the counties in the nation in the acre-

age devoted to green peas harvested for eale,

Since 1940, Walla Walla County has continued to grow economically and to
increase in population, New employment opportunities in manufacturine., commarce
and nearby government projects as well as in those relating directly: to agricul-
ture have all been responsible for the growth, The value of all farm products’
sold from Walla Walla County farms has greatly increased from $4,922,399 in 19LO
to $17,743,732 in 1949 and to $2L,186,300 in 1959,

The agriculture of Walla Walla County has developed with encouragement and
guidance of several agencies and private organizations, Research beneficial to
the area's agriculture has been carried out by the Washington State University
Experiment Stations located at Pullman (Whitman County), Lind (Adams County) and
at Prosser (Benton Coumty), County Agents of the Washington Stste Exbension
Service located in Walla Walla have provided valuable assistance to local farmers.

- Among local and state associations active in farm betterment withia tha county are
the Washington Wheat Growers Association, the Washington Crop Improvement Associ-
ation, the Washingtcon Cattlemen's Assoclation, the Walla Walla Dairymen's Assocle

“ ~ation and the Washington FPea Growers Association,
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Tan;e 1,  Walla Walla County!s Rank Compared With
. . Qther Washington Counties
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81h,080 acres

981, farms
101,.1 percent

838,7 acres
279,538 acres .

374296 acres- e
3,600 persons. 1/
h? 195 persons i

'2&,186 300 dollars

h,228 801 dollars
l9,957,h99 dollars‘;

26,829 head
2, 73h head
7,238 head

51,330 birds
1,185 head

23,263 head,

8?7,832 dollars

-;517,275,105 pounda :
‘511,722 dollars

'.233,371 birds .
h98 310 dozen

' 152,893 aeres
62,554 acres’
‘21,027 ‘acres
11,085 acres

85575 acres -

6,161 acres
-.h,612 acras
- h;23L acres’

h;?lh acres

e

}/ U Se Census of Population, 1960° S

Spurge,

Core

U, S, Census of Agriculture, 19599 '
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