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PART VX

LIVESTOCK, DAIRYING AND POULTRY

General Importance

Although Whitmen Couaty is better known for field crops, the livestocl: indus-
try also is important. Accoirding to the Census of Agriculture, there were 1Ll
county fairms which specialized in livestock, dairying or poultry in 1959. Over
1,240 farms in the county, howsver, had liwestock on hand during the year.

Census of Agriculture data indiczte that in 1959 about 1 percent of all farm
products sold, in terms of cash returns to Whitman County farmers, was derived
from livestock and livestock products. The value of all animals and livestock
products marketed was $7,398,L8L. Livestock and livestock products, other than
poultry and dairy, accounted for over 91 percent of this sales value., In 1959,
Whitman ranked twelfth among the 39 counties of Vashington in farm sales of all
livesbock and livestock products.
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Total Value of Livestock Sold Allve: 36,621,442

Source: U. 8. Census of Agriculture, 1959.

Figure 11. Value of Livestock Sold Alive
Uhitman County, 1959
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Livestock Trends

Sigaificant changes have occurred in livestock farming in Whitmen County
since 1900, The valuvs of livestock and animal products sold off farms increased
foom $2,3%1,7C6 in 1940 bo 37,398,484 in 1959. There were net gains in beef
cattls and turkeys from 1940 to 1959. Dairy cattle and chicken numbers trended
downward after 1940, Hog, sheep and horse nunbers declined after 1940 but between

195h and 1959 the trend was reversed siightly. Changes also occurred in ths
county's production of dairy and poultry products, Although there has been no
drastic change in farm sales of whole milk over the years, the amount of cream
sold has beea reduced considerably. Egg sales off the farms drnpped between 1949
and 1954 but increased to surpass the l9h9 flgure in 1959.

Cattler Bpef and Dairy

- Beef cattle production is the most important livestock farming activity in-
Whitman County. The general trend in the county beef cattle numbers has been up-
ward in the lasb quarter century. In 1939, there were about 27,800 head compared
with 47,200 head in 1963. Beef catile represerted over Sl percent of the total
county cattle population in 19563,

Table 23, Livestock Numbers on Farms
Whitman County, 1939-1963

—

Year | A1 Cattle| Beef Cattls | Dairy Cattle
{head) (head) {(head)
19391 42,800 27,800 | 15,000
W01 38,900 23,000 15,960
1941 | b, 500 29,300 - 15,200
wh2 | ke,700 |. 34,300 15,400
19431 51,800 136,100 15,700
4| 52,800 37,500 15,300
whs | 48,700 36 600 12,100
WS | 45,000 3&,700 10,300
1947 bhsOOO 3,400 8,600
1948 11,500 32,800 . 8,700
1949 h2,700 34,000 8,700
1950 | 30,800 28,200 . 8,600
19511 39,000 31,400 7,600
1952 | 43,000 {35,900 7,100
1953 18,200 hi,800 6,400
1954 h9,ooo 12,600 6,400
19551 50,800 Ly, 200 6,600
1956 50, 300 LY, 600 " 5,700
19571 50,700 116,000 4,700
1958 { 19,700 h6,100' 3,600
19591 51,200 47,600 3,600
19601 49,000 15,800 3,200
19611 149,000 45,800 3,200
1942 h9,000 46,000 3,000
1963 | 50,000 47,200 2,800

Source: Statistical Reporting Service, U.S.D.A.
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Farm income from the sale of cattle and calves in Vhitman County has in-
creased greatly in recent years. In 1954, cattle and calves worth $2,70L,98L were
s0ld off 1,13L farms compared with $5,090,588 off 1,051 farms in 1959. In 1959,
28,536 head of cattle were sold vhich included 12,LL5 calves. Five years earlier,
(195L) cattle and calves marketed from farms numbered 21,665 head and calves sold

nunbered ‘10,0862,

Beef cattle are found in scattersd nmumbers over most of the county. Numbers
are largest in the western part of the county and on river bottomlands in all
sections,

The number of dairy cattle in Vhitman County has been gradually decreasing
over the last two ond one-half decades. In 1940, there were nearly 16,000 head

compared with 2,600 in 1963. In 1963, the dairy cattle number represented about
6 percent of all cattle found in the count MY cotwre are I12vealy Pannd dn +ha
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south~eastern part of the county around Colfax and Pullman.

Table 24, Dairy Products Sold From Farms
thitman County, 19L0-1959

Any Milk or | Vhole Milk Cream
_ Year | Cream Sold Sold Sold
Dollars Pourds Pounds of Butterfat
1940 | No Data 6,407,267 817,582
1945 No Data 5,375,499 6&%,6§2
1950 | $h57,079 5,815,313 285,087
195L | $h29,11lh 7,173,805 212,02}
1959 | $366,143 6,276,827 117,138
Source: U. S. Census of Agriculture

Whole milk sold from Vhitman County dairy farms amounted to 6,407,267 pounds
in 1940, dropped to 5,375,499 pounds in 1945 and increased to 7,173,805 pounds in
1954, In 1959, sales totaled 6,276,827 pounds--about 2 percent below that of 1940.
Cream sales, however, markedly decreased after 1940. Sales steadily dropped from
817,582 pounds of butterfat in 1940 to 117,138 pounds in 1959,

Hogs

Whitman has ranked first among ashington counties in hog numbers -for many
years. In 1920, the Census counted 31,014 hogs, pigs and sows in the county. Hog
numbers decreased after the 1930's, reaching a low Census figure of 14,480 head in
195L. By 1959, houever, numbers took an upward turn to 21,293 head which accounted
for about 15 percent of the state hog population in that year. The general reduc-
tion in hog numbers was partly a result of the decrease in demand for the area's
breeding hogs in other counties. The number of farms in the county having hogs in
1939 was 1,692 compared with 546 in 1959,

In 1959, 472 Whitman County farms reported selling 36,383 hogs and pigs alive
for receipts of $1,200,639. This represented about a 100 percent increase in in-
come from the farm sale of 15,162 hogs for $599,138 by 5L9 farms in 195L. Hogs
are found on scattered farms over most of the county. They are most numercus on
river bottomlands. .



L6 Wiz timan County, Washingion

Table 25, Hogs

Whitman County, 1939-1959

Yonp | Number of Farms| . .

o Reporting T

193 1,692 27,461
oLk | 1,272 24,609
1942 o798 18,696
1954 662 1h,480
1959 5L5 24,293

Source: U. S, Census of Agriculture
Shéep: A

The third most important livestock enterprise in Whitman County involves
‘sheep. Sheep and lamb numbers in the county were well above 40,000 head before
1945. During the early 1950's, sheep numbers .decreased to 27,838 head in 195L.
Numbers, however, took an upward trend in the latter half of the 1950's, reaching
35,018 head by 1959. In 1959, Whitman ranked third among the counties of Washing-
ton in sheep numbers. ' : :

The number of farms in the county with sheep increased from 142 in 1949 to
224 in 1954 and 289 in 1959. In 1959, 153 farms reported flocks of less than 25
head while 126 farms indicated having flocks between 25 and 299. Only 10 farms
reported owning 300 or more sheep. :

In 1959, 270.Whitman County farms sold 23,175 head of sheep and lambs for a
total of $301,288, Tive years earlier in 195L, 23,880 head were marketed for
84,00,718 off 179 farms. More wool was shorn in 1959 than in 1954--297,499
pounds compared with 266,487 pounds in 195L.

Table 26. Sheep, Lambs and Wool Shorn
Whitman County, 1939~1959 ‘

Yeér Sheep and Lambs. - Jool Shorn

Number of Farms | Head | Number of Farms | Pounds of Wool
1939 260 46,519 213 110,295
1944 149 - b2, 455 112 290,404
19L9 12 32,9524 . 118 120,978
1954 22k 27,838 189 . 266,487
1959 289 35,018 | 265 297,499

Source: U, S. Census of Agriculture

Horses and liules

The number of horses and mules in Whitman County has declined greatly since
1920 as the nced for work and draft animals decreased in the wake of farm:mechani-
zation. In 1920, the Census counted 37,28l horses in the county while mules
added up to 3,413 head. In the 1959 Census, horses and mules totaled only 1,689
and ‘the county ranked fifth in the state in number. They were found on 582 Whit-
man County farms in 1959. During the same year, 71 county farms reported selling
156 horses and mules for $28,927.
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Table 27. Horses and Mules
Whitman County, 1939-1959
~ Number of Farms]ﬂ_'
Tear Reparting Head
1939 1,752 10,723
194 1,232 L, 719
1949 8ak 2,407
1954 530 1,676
1959 582 1,689

Source: U. S. Census of Agriculture

Poultry Farming

Poultry farming in ‘hitman County has declined in recent years. Total farm
receipts from the sale of poultry and poultry products in the county amounted to
288,92k in 1959 and $266,975 in 195k compared with $501,015 in 19L9. Tarms spe-
cializing in poultry during the same pericd rumbered 15 in 2949, S in 1954 and 15
in 1959. Among Washington counties, Vhitman raniked sixteenth in the number of
chickens sold and was fourteenth in eggs sold in 1959.

Table 28. Chickens, Egg Production and Turkeys
Whitman County, 1939-1959

Chickens 1/ Egy Production Turk Raised

Year Bird Number Nuiber Dozens ur(sgids?lse
5 lof Forms | of ferms of Eggs

1939 | 153,891} 2,258 2,179 | 1,164,166 5,188
194 | 14L,539( 2,019 1,966 | 1,154,296 10,575
19491 9L,978| 1,528 908 564,897 8/ 17,059
1954+ 87,619 1,33k 72 | 496,940 2/)  5,65h
1959 | 66,967 691 L2 568,239 2/ 5,660

1/ L months and over. 2/ Eggs sold,

Source: U. S, Census of Agriculture.

The nunber of chickens in Vhitman County has continued to decrease since 1929
In 1939, chickens four months and older on farms numbered 153,891 compared with
65,967 in 1959. There were 60 farms with flocks of under 50 birds and 268 farms
with flocks of 50 to 399 birds in 1959. In the same year, farms with over L0O
birds each numbered 19, Chickens are found on scattered farms throughout most of
the county. There is some concentration of chickens around Pullman and Palouse.

Eggs sold off Thitman County farms in 1959 amounted to 568,239 dozen, a de=
crease of 1l percent below 1954 sales. Farms reported having sold eggs in 1959
numbered LL2 compared with 712 in 1954. In 1959, 280 farms sold a total of 80,321
chickens compared with 47,135 by 427 farms in 195L. Broilers accounted for over
one-half of the 1959 chicken sales.
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In 1959, 23 farms in the county had on hand a total of 5,660 turkeys and
turkey fryers. Five years earlier in 195k, the Census counted 43 farms with a
slightly lower total of 5,60} birds. In 1959, 20 farms reported turkey and
turkey fryer flocks of under 50 while there were only 3 farms with 50 or more
birds each. R )




