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plowing, spraying, fruit plcking, etc, Nearly 3,500 farms averaged about $955
each for machine hire and expended $3,337,916 for this item, Expenditures for
seeds, bulbs, plants and trees were the smallest, amounting to $1,1L4,675. The
six iiems for farm expense averaged almost $8,721 per farm for all farms., Com-
pared with 195L, costs for essemtial farm lebor and supplies enumerated by the
Census were much greater in 1959, Servieing and supplying the farms is an impor-
tant basis of employmenmt and local business for the citles and communities of
Yakima County.

Fertilizer and Lime

Fortilizer was used on nearly six out of ten farms in 1959, In Yakima County
31,716 tons of fertilizer were purchased for use on 3,528 farms, Of all ferti~
lizer used in 1959, 22,72l tons were dry materials and 8,992 tons were liquid
materials,

More fertilizer is used on sugar beets than on any other orop. In 1959,
sugar beets accounted for 16 percent of all fertilizer used and for 10 pfggent of

the acreage fertilized, Hay and cropland pasturs ranked second with 11,202 acres
fertilized, Wheat, barley and cther pasture followed, in that orders

In 1959, only six farms reported the use of lime and liming mabteriels. About
220 tons of lime were used on 124 acres in that year,

Table Lli, Use of Commercial Fertilizer On Crops and Pasture
Yakima County, 1959

o i

Farms Acres Fertilized Tons Used
cr°p§AffquffEure Reportlfg | g1 |Foreend of | popa1 | Pounds

SRR Fertalizer | (Aores) | po i et 4 | (Tons) | Per Acre

Total Commercial
Fertilizer Used 3,528 159,688 | 100.0 31,716 | 10,000

Hay and Cropland Pasture 635 1h,202 8,9 1,522 18,600
Other Pasture 2h3 2,886 1,8 Lbos | 14,200
Wheat 295 11,030 6.9 990 | 22,200
Barley 124 3,577 242 302 23,600
Sugar Beets Lo6 15,367 906 5,004 | 64200
A1l Other Crops 3,085 112,626 7046 23,593 | 9,600

Sourece:

U, S. Census of Agriculture, 1959,
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