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JULY CROP WEATHER REVIEW 
 

As the month began, hot, dry weather over the eastern grain growing counties moved grains along.  
Whitman County reported temperatures reaching 100 degrees, straining newly headed grain.  

Bluegrass harvest was in progress in Spokane County with fields having been laid down for 
thrashing.  The cherry harvest continued even though yields were substantially down.  The first 
cutting of hay was still being turned and baled due to rain in June, and damage appeared to be 
significant.  Processing green pea harvest wrapped up, and sweet corn growers irrigated to keep 

ahead of the heat.  Raspberry harvest began slowly, blackberry harvest continued, and cranberry 
bloom began. As the month ended, grain harvest was in full swing.  The second cutting of hay was being 

cleared and the third cutting began.  The usual pruning and treatment for aphids in Christmas tree plantations of Grand 
and Noble fir continued.  Harvest of nectarines and peaches was underway.  Pear growers placed bins in orchards in 
anticipation of harvest.  Apples were coloring up nicely, and hops were setting a nice crop of cones.   

 
FIELD CROP SUMMARY, AUGUST 1, 2008 

WASHINGTON PACIFIC NW 1/ UNITED STATES 

Harvested Yield Production Production Production CROP 

2007 2008 
Unit 

2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 

 1,000 Acres    Thousand Thousand Thousand 

 All Wheat 2,137 2,385 Bu. 60.2 53.3 128,722 127,185 257,937 270,625 257,937 270,625

 Winter Wheat 1,690 1,770 Bu. 64.0 59.0 108,160 104,430 200,415 205,910 200,415 205,910

 Spring Wheat 447 615 Bu. 46.0 37.0 20,562 22,755 57,522 64,715 57,522 64,715

 Barley 225 195 Bu. 60.0 58.0 13,500 11,310 59,991 55,475 59,991 55,475

 Corn, Grain 120 80 Bu. 210 210 25,200 16,800 2/ 2/ 2/ 2/

 Hops 22.75 29.40 Lbs. 2,049 2,020 46,605.4 59,390.0 60,253.1 76,234.4 60,253.1 76,234.4

 Sugarbeets 2.0 1.6 Tons 42.0 40.0 84 64 6,180 3,717 6,180 3,717

 All Hay 790 710 Tons 4.4 3.7 3,461 2,639 11,851 11,706 11,851 11,706

 Alfalfa Hay 440 380 Tons 5.4 4.6 2,376 1,748 8,816 8,581 8,816 8,581

 Other Hay 350 330 Tons 3.1 2.7 1,085 891 3,035 3,125 3,035 3,125

 Dry Beans 60.0 50.0 Cwt. 17.0 17.0 1,020 850 2,768 2,456 2,768 2,456

 Potatoes, Fall 165 155 Cwt. 620 3/ 102,300 3/ 254,188 3/ 254,188 3/
1/ Includes Oregon, Idaho, and Washington. 
2/ Individual state level estimates will be published in the “Crop Production 2008 Summary.” 
3/ First production forecast November 10, 2008.   
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DRY EDIBLE BEANS, ACREAGE PLANTED BY COMMERCIAL CLASS 
Washington United StatesCommercial 

Class 2006 2007 2008 2006 2007 2008
 1,000 Acres 1,000 Acres 

Dark Red Kidney 1.5 0.4 1/ 48.8 40.2 49.6

Light Red Kidney  1/ 1/ 0.5 43.4 47.4 47.1

Small Red 3.2 2.9 3.2 35.5 30.6 39.5

Pinto 6.3 8.3 5.3 690.9 694.1 573.8

Cranberry 1/ 1/ 1/ 9.8 8.6 8.4

Small White 0.5 1/ 0.5 2.1 0.4 0.5

Pink 4.2 2.4 2.5 45.3 30.8 26.7

Garbanzo, All: 41.0 41.5 32.7 136.8 125.5 86.8

    Large  37.5 40.0 31.0 119.4 114.4 75.8

    Small  3.5 1.5 1.7 17.4 11.1 11.0

Great Northern 1/ 0.3 1/ 69.7 59.5 74.7

Black  2.2 1.9 1.6 167.4 175.7 159.0

Navy 0.6 0.3 1/ 280.7 221.9 247.4

Other 1.5 3.0 3.7 41.6 34.5 40.1

Total 61.0 60.0 50.0 1,629.8 1,526.9 1,401.9
1/   Missing data are included in the “Other” category to avoid disclosure of individual operations or no data were reported.   
 

 
 

ALL DRY BEANS, MAJOR STATES AND U.S., 2007-2008 
Planted Acres Harvested Acres Yield 1/ Production 1/ 

STATE 
2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 

 1,000 Acres Pounds 1,000 Cwt. 
California  59.0 52.0 58.0 51.0 2,090 2,100 1,212 1,071

Colorado  48.0 55.0 46.0 51.0 1,600 2,000 736 1,020

Idaho 90.0 80.0 89.0 78.0 1,800 1,950 1,602 1,521

Michigan 200.0 190.0 195.0 185.0 1,600 1,650 3,120 3,053

North Dakota  690.0 590.0 665.0 575.0 1,590 1,650 10,574 9,488

Washington  60.0 50.0 60.0 50.0 1,700 1,700 1,020 850

United States 1,526.9 1,401.9 1,478.7 1,353.6 1,716 1,786 25,371 24,172
  1/    Clean basis.   
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FRUIT PRODUCTION, AUGUST 1, 2008 
Total Production Total Production Crop & 

State 2006 2007 Ind. 2008 
Crop & 

State 2006 2007 Ind. 2008 
 Million Pounds  Tons 

Apples: 1/    Grapes (continued): 
  Calfornia 355.0 345.0 320.0 New York 155,000 180,000 165,000
  Michigan 880.0 770.0 540.0  Pennsylvania 82,000 84,000 95,000
  New York 1,260.0 1,310.0 1,150.0 Washington, All 316,000 376,000 375,000
  Pennsylvania 470.0 470.0 400.0       Wine Types 120,000 127,000 135,000
  Virginia 220.0 215.0 230.0       Concord/Niagara 196,000 249,000 240,000
  Washington 5,550.0 5,200.0 5,400.0   United States 6,377,150 7,018,000 7,195,100
  United States 9,871.7 9,113.9 9,165.2 Bartlett Pears: Tons 
Peaches: Tons   California 199,000 201,000 200,000
  California: 2/       Oregon 63,000 59,000 58,000
      Clingstone 359,000 503,000 380,000   Washington 165,000 163,000 150,000
      Freestone 353,000 446,000 430,000   Total 427,000 423,000 408,000
  Washington 23,000 18,500 17,000 Other Pears: Tons 
  United States 1,010,120 1,128,740 1,093,850   California 40,000 42,000 44,000
Grapes: Tons   Oregon 152,000 147,000 145,000
  California:      Washington 196,000 239,000 205,000
      Wine Types 3,176,000 3,287,000 3,400,000   Total 388,000 428,000 394,000
      Table Types 3/ 717,000 791,000 800,000 Prunes & Plums: Tons 
      Raisin Types 3/ 1,833,000 2,133,000 2,200,000   Idaho 2,000 1,800 2,700
  Michigan 32,500 100,100 78,000   Michigan 3,600 3,100 2,300
     Oregon 10,500 3,000 9,000
     Washington 5,400 4,200 4,800
     Four State Total 21,500 12,100 18,800
 1/     In orchards of 100 or more bearing age trees.  
 2/     Estimates for current year carried forward from an earlier forecast.  
 3/    Fresh basis.  
 

Olympia - Washington’s first production estimate for the 2008 apple crop is 5.40 billion pounds, up 4 percent 
from last year but 3 percent below 2006.  Washington’s production makes up 59 percent of the U.S. total.  Most 
Washington orchards rebounded from the poor 2007 growing year.  Furthermore, the frost occurrence did not 
affect bloom in the later maturing varieties.  However, the late spring is expected to delay maturity and reduce 
sizing of the Red Delicious and Gala varieties. 

 
The initial 2008 U.S. apple production forecast is set at 9.17 billion pounds, slightly more than the 2007 crop year and down 7 percent 
from 2006.  Multiple spring freezes and summer hailstorms damaged orchards across the Nation; however, trees in most areas of the 
U.S. experienced a recovery from the devastating growing weather in 2007.  Production in the Western States (AZ, CA, CO, ID, OR, 
UT, and WA) is forecast at 5.99 billion pounds, up 4 percent from 2007 but down 3 percent from 2006. 
 
In Washington, many peach growers reported frost damage and pollination problems due to cold, windy weather.  Forecasted 
production remains unchanged from July 1 but is down 8 percent from a year ago.  The California Freestone forecast, which is 
carried forward from July 1, at 430,000 tons, is down 4 percent from 2007 but 22 percent above the 2006 crop.  California’s 
Clingstone forecast, also carried forward from July 1, is 380,000 tons, down 24 percent from last season but 6 percent above 2006. 
 
U.S. grape production is forecast at 7.20 million tons, up 3 percent from 2007 and 13 percent above 2006.  Washington’s production 
is forecast at 375,000 tons, virtually unchanged from a year ago. Wine grape production is forecast at 135,000 tons, 6 percent above 
2007.  If realized, this will be Washington’s largest wine grape crop on record, surpassing last year’s record crop. The increase in 
production is mostly due to more acreage coming into full production. The juice type grape forecast, at 240,000 tons, is 4 percent 
below the 2007 crop.  Colder than normal temperatures lingered late into the season with frosts occurring in April.   
   
In Washington, Bartlett pear production is forecast at 150,000 tons, equal to the June forecast but 8 percent below the previous 
season.  Bad weather during pollination and a long and difficult frost season hindered the crop.  Other pear production in 
Washington is forecast at 205,000 tons, 14 percent below a year ago but 5 percent above 2006.  Growers experienced an extended 
cold spring, a difficult frost season, and poor pollination. 
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       PRICES 
AVERAGE PRICES RECEIVED BY FARMERS FOR FARM PRODUCTS (DOLLARS/UNIT) 

Entire Month Entire Month COMMODITY Unit 
July 2007 June 2008 

Preliminary 
July 2008 July 2007 June 2008 

Preliminary 
July 2008 

U.S. Parity 
Price 

  Washington United States 
Wheat, All Bu. 5.48 7.93 7.58 5.17 7.62 7.29 13.60 
Wheat, Winter Bu. 5.46 7.54 7.55 5.13 7.51 7.09 - 
Wheat, Durum Bu. - - - 6.69 8.41 10.80 - 
Wheat, Spring Bu. 5.56 10.10 7.73 5.43 10.10 8.48 - 
Barley Bu. 3.98 4.75 4.90 3.46 4.75 4.61 9.40 
Corn for Grain Bu. - - - 3.32 5.48 5.61 8.61 
Lentils    Cwt. - - - 13.90 30.00 32.80 - 
Chickpeas, All Cwt. - - - 27.20 27.50 6/ - 
Oats Bu. - - - 2.32 3.49 3.57 5.60 
Dry Edible Beans Cwt.      - - - 28.50 33.00 38.20 69.20 
Dry Edible Peas  Cwt. - - - 9.30 17.60 16.40 - 
Potatoes, all Cwt. 8.25 11.10 10.60 8.48 10.78 11.42 21.10 
Potatoes, processing Cwt. 7.70 6.80 - 6.53 6.54 - - 
All Hay, (baled) 1/ Tons 140.00 191.00 233.00 131.00 161.00 164.00 - 
  Alfalfa (baled) 1/ Tons 140.00 190.00 230.00 137.00 172.00 177.00 - 
  Hay, Other (baled) 1/ Tons 140.00 195.00 240.00 113.00 130.00 130.00 - 
Hops Lbs. - - -     - - - 6.72 
Apples, Fresh 2/ Lbs. 0.293 0.410 0.446 0.306 0.409 0.446 0.818 
Cattle, All Beef Cwt. - - - 89.00 92.00 95.70 261.00 
Steers and Heifers Cwt. - - - 93.00 96.40 100.00 - 
Calves Cwt. - - - 126.00 118.00 115.00 378.00 
Milk Cows 3/ Head 2,100.00 - 2,100.00 1,950.00 - 1,990.00 - 
Broilers, Live 4/ Lbs. - - - 0.470 0.480 0.500 - 
Eggs, Market 1/ 7/ Doz. 0.894 1.020 0.670 0.814 0.927 0.668 2.27 
Milk, All Wholesale 5/ Cwt. 22.20 18.30 19.20 21.60 19.30 19.40 49.80 
Hogs, All Cwt. - - - 52.20 53.30 52.50 143.00 
Sheep Cwt. - - - 29.20 24.80 - 119.00 
Lambs Cwt. - - - 98.70 102.00 - 296.00 
1/ All prices are mid-month estimates.  
2/ Equivalent packinghouse door returns for apples for CA, MI, NY, and WA.  Prices as sold  for other states.  
3/ Animals sold for dairy herd replacement only .  Prices published for January, April, July and October. 
4/ Equivalent liveweight price.     
5/ Before deductions for hauling.  Includes quality, quantity, and other premiums.  Excludes hauling subsidies.  July 2008 Fat test percent: all 
milk, 3.56.   
6/ Insufficient sales to establish a price.   
7/ Also referred to as table eggs.   

 
 


