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SEPTEMBER REVIEW 
 
In early September, fieldwork was in progress throughout the state.  Whitman County had not yet begun serious planting of winter 
wheat.  Adequate soil moisture was a major concern for sprouting the new crop.  The month ended with most of the winter wheat in 
the ground and sprouting.  Rain showers occurred in northern counties, but southern counties were still quite dry.  Third and fourth 
crop alfalfa was being harvested in several counties, and in some areas a fifth cutting of hay was down.  No frosts were reported until 
the end of September.  Apple growers were harvesting Golden Delicious, Fuji and Honeycrisp apples.  Multiple varieties of peaches, 
nectarines, plums and prunes were being harvested.  Fall plantings of blueberries had begun.  The harvest of Niagara grapes was 
underway as the month began and completed by the end of September.  Range and pasture conditions were difficult for all of 
September.  Auction yards on the east side reported heavy business as ranchers heavily culled herds and moved calves in response to 
very dry conditions.   

FRUIT PRODUCTION: FRUIT SUMMARY, OCTOBER 1, 2007 
 

 Apples – Washington production, which makes up 58 percent of the U.S. total, is forecast at 5.70 billion pounds, up 2 percent from 
the previous forecast but 2 percent below last year. Washington's apple harvest continues under very good weather conditions. 
Despite scattered early summer hail storms and hot, dry weather during the growing season, the overall quality and quantity has been 
reported as good. The final U.S. apple production forecast for the 2006 crop year is 9.84 billion pounds, up 2 percent from the August 
forecast but down less than 1 percent from 2005. Increases in production from August 2006 were shown for Michigan, Washington, 
New York and North Carolina. The Michigan crop is picking out significantly larger than forecast in August. Plentiful rain in August 
and September has benefited sizing. Hail damage has been a problem in many areas and will affect quality. Production increased 2 
percent in New York and growers report good size and quality of apples due to adequate rainfall.  Grapes - Washington’s grape 
production is forecast at 350,000 tons, unchanged since the August forecast but 16 percent below 2005. The juice type grape forecast, 
at 230,000 tons, is unchanged from the previous forecast but 25 percent below last year’s bumper juice grape crop. Early summer hail 
storms had little impact on this year’s crop. Wine type grape production is forecast at 120,000 tons, unchanged from August but up 9 
percent from a year ago. An increase in bearing acreage and favorable growing conditions left wine grape growers in Washington 
expecting a large, high quality crop. U.S. grape production is forecast at 6.42 million tons, down 4 percent from the August forecast 
and 18 percent below 2005. California leads the U.S. in grape production with 90 percent of the total. California’s all grape forecast, 
at 5.75 million tons, is down 5 percent from the August forecast and 18 percent below last year. California’s wine type grape 
production is expected to total 3.00 million tons, 6 percent below the August forecast and down 21 percent from 2005. Wine type 
grapes account for 52 percent of California’s grape crop. While grape quality is expected to be excellent, it is likely that many 
varieties of red wine grapes will go unharvested due to ample supplies from last year and increased imports.  New York’s grape 
production is forecast at 154,000 tons, 4 percent below the August forecast and down 13 percent from a year ago. Rainy weather 
across the State has slowed ripening and left Brix levels low which has delayed harvest of Concord grapes in particular. Some 
growers are concerned that grapes will not ripen before frost comes this fall. Spring frost damage was also a problem for growers in 
the Lake Ontario and Lake Erie regions. 

Total Production Total Production Crop and State 
2005 2006 Ind. 2007

Crop and State 
2005 2006 Ind. 2007

 Million Pounds 1,000 Tons
APPLES: 1/   GRAPES:     
  California 2/ 355.0 355.0 340.0  California, All   6,963 5,766 6,180
  Idaho 2/ 70.0 60.0 45.0    Wine Types 3,806 3,176 3,200
  Michigan 760.0 850.0 780.0    Table Types 3/ 872 729 780
  New York 1,045.0  1,250.0 1,260.0    Raisin Types 3/ 2,285 1,861 2,200
  Oregon 2/ 145.0 150.0 145.0  Michigan 102.7 32.5 100.0
  Pennsylvania 500.0 470.0 455.0  New York 178 155 176.0
  Virginia 250.0 220.0 210.0  Oregon 2/ 27.0 34.4 35.0
  Washington 5,700.0 5,650.0 5,400.0   Pennsylvania 90.0 82.0 80.0 
  Other States 879.9 926.7 619.7  Washington 415 316 385
  United States 9,704.9 9,931.7 9,254.7     Wine 110 120 125 
     Concord/Niagara 305 196 260
    Other States 2/ 38.0 31.3 34.5
      United States 7,813.7 6,417.2 6,990.5 

1/    In orchards of 100 or more bearing age trees.  2/    Estimates for current year carried forward from earlier forecast. 3/    Fresh basis.   
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GRAIN STOCKS 
The quantity of wheat stored in all positions in 
Washington on September 1, 2007 decreased 
from a year earlier.  Chris Messer, Director for 
the USDA/NASS, Washington Field Office, 
announced the results of a survey stating, "The 
quantity of wheat stored in Washington totaled 

116.3 million bushels, a 19 percent decrease from September 
1, 2006, to the lowest level since 1973.   The quantity of 
barley in Washington storages totaled 11.1 million bushels, 
down 3 percent from the same date in 2006.” 
 
Wheat stored on farms in Washington on September 1, 2007 
totaled 15.0 million bushels, down 6.0 million bushels from 
the quantity stored on farms on September 1, 2006.  Wheat 
stored off farms totaled 101.3 million bushels compared with 
122.9 million bushels on the same date a year ago. 
 
The quantity of wheat stored in the Pacific Northwest 
(Washington, Oregon and Idaho) on September 1, 2007 
totaled 208.9 million bushels, 19 percent below September 1, 
2006.  On-farm stocks totaled 46.0 million bushels, down 30 

percent from a year ago and off-farm stocks totaled 162.9 
million bushels, a decrease of 15 percent from last year. 
 
The quantity of wheat stored in all positions in the United 
States on September 1, 2007 totaled 1.72 billion bushels, 
down 2 percent from last year.  On-farm stocks, at 495.0 
million bushels, were down 13 percent from last September.  
Holdings off-farm were 1.22 billion bushels, up 4 percent 
from September 2006.   
 
September 1, 2007 on-farm barley stocks in Washington 
totaled 2.0 million bushels, unchanged from the quantity in 
storage on the same date a year ago.  The quantity of barley 
stored in the state in off-farm storages was 9.1 million 
bushels, a decrease of 4 percent from the quantity in storage 
on September 1, 2006.  Pacific Northwest barley stocks in all 
positions totaled 56.4 million bushels on September 1, 2007, a 
decrease of 15 percent from the quantity in storage on 
September 1, 2006.  Nationally, barley stocks in all positions 
were estimated at 188.7 million bushels, down 11 percent 
from last year.   

 
Washington Pacific Northwest 1/ United States Crop/ 

Quarter On-Farm Off-Farm 2/ Total On-Farm Off-Farm  2/ Total On-Farm Off-Farm  2/ Total 
 1,000 Bushels 

Wheat      
 Sep. 1, 2006 21,000 122,874 143,874 66,000 191,509 257,509 572,020 1,178,524 1,750,544
 June 1, 2007 3/ 750 25,234 25,984 2,700 42,100 44,800 73,190 382,963 456,153
 Sep. 1, 2007 15,000 101,302 116,302 46,000 162,888 208,888 495,000 1,221,731 1,716,731
Barley    
 Sep. 1, 2006 2,000 9,443 11,443 27,900 38,372 66,272 112,850 99,939 212,789
 June 1, 2007 3/ 125 1,570 1,695 3,150 17,197 20,347 14,580 54,300 68,880
 Sep. 1, 2007 2,000 9,051 11,051 22,500 33,863 56,363 105,600 83,090 188,690
Corn    
 Sep. 1, 2006 * 3,006 * * 6,596 * 749,500 1,217,661 1,967,161
 June 1, 2007 3/ * 4,737 * * 8,056 * 1,826,600 1,706,843 3,533,443
 Sep. 1, 2007 * 3,758 * * 5,142 * 460,100 843,660 1,303,760
Oats    
 Sep. 1, 2006 * 263 * * 825 * 60,800 39,284 100,084
 June 1, 2007 3/  * 53 * * 280 * 18,400 32,198 50,598
 Sep. 1, 2007  * 98 * * 811 * 53,650 34,672 88,322
 1/ Includes Washington, Oregon, and Idaho.   
 2/   Includes stocks at mills, elevators, warehouses, terminals, and processors.      
 3/  Revised.   
*    Data not published to avoid disclosure of individual operations.   
 

Wheat: Production by Class, United States, 2005-2007 1/ 
Winter Spring 

Year Hard 
Red 

Soft 
Red 

Hard 
White 

Soft 
White 

All 
White 

Hard 
Red 

Hard 
White 

Soft 
White 

All 
White 

Durum 
Total 

 1,000 Bushels 

2005 929,820 309,021 25,279 235,009 260,288 466,587 4,530 33,339 37,869 101,105 2,104,690

2006 682,079 390,165 13,284 212,553 225,837 432,339 6,226 21,915 28,141 53,475 1,812,036

2007 961,588 357,897 21,460 175,044 196,504 448,904 5,589 24,554 30,143 71,686 2,066,722
1/ Wheat class estimates are based on the latest available data including both survey and administrative data.   
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 ONIONS:  ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION, BY SEASON AND STATE, 2005-2007 
Area Harvested Yield Per Acre Production Season/ 

Type 2005 2006 
Area For 

Harvest 2007 2005 2006 2007 2005 2006 2007 
 Acres Cwt. 1,000 Cwt. 

Spring 36,000 34,600 31,300 322 322 348 11,575 11,128 10,880
Summer    
   Non-Storage 20,400 19,900 19,900 562 531 546 11,470 10,562 10,863
   Storage:    
     California 1/ 30,600 31,800 29,700 400 425 430 12,240 13,515 12,771
     Colorado 9,500 9,500 7,700 440 400 375 4,180 3,800 2,888
     Idaho  9,500 9,400 9,200 640 540 720 6,080 5,076 6,624
     Michigan 2,900 2,600 2,500 260 250 270 754 650 675
     New York 13,600 12,800 11,400 280 330 350 3,808 4,224 3,990
     Oregon - Malheur 11,500 11,700 11,900 640 520 700 7,360 6,084 8,330
                  - Other 7,800 8,400 8,500 360 550 530 2,808 4,620 4,505
     Washington 19,500 20,000 21,000 600 600 610 11,700 12,000 12,810
     Wisconsin 2,000 1,900 1,700 330 300 340 660 570 578
     Other States 2/ 1,920 2,180 2,080 453 378 449 869 825 934
     Subtotal 108,820 110,280 105,680 464 466 512 50,459 51,364 54,105
   Summer Total 129,220 130,180 125.580 479 476 517 61,929 61,926 64,968
United States 165,220 164,780 156,880 445 443 483 73,504 73,054 75,848
1/ Primarily for dehydrated and other processing.  
2/ 2005 – MN and OH.        
 2006 – OH and UT.   
 2007 – OH and UT.    

 
 

FIELD CROP SUMMARY, OCTOBER 1, 2007 
WASHINGTON PACIFIC NW 1/ UNITED STATES 

Harvested Yield Production Production Production CROP 

2006 2007 
Unit 

2006 2007 2006 2007 2006 2007 2006 2007 

 1,000 Acres  1,000 
 All Wheat 2,225 2,137 Bu. 62.9 60.2 140,050 128,722 274,805 259,182 1,812,036 2,066,722

 Winter Wheat 1,800 1,690 Bu. 66.0 64.0 118,800 108,160 212,160 200,415 1,298,081 1,515,989

 Spring Wheat 425 447 Bu. 50.0 46.0 21,250 20,562 61,310 57,522 460,480 479,047

 Barley 190 225 Bu. 63.0 60.0 11,970 13,500 57,246 59,991 180,165 211,825

 Corn, Grain 75 125 Bu. 210.0 210.0 15,750 26,250 - - 10,534,868 13,318,102

 Hops 3/ 21.53 22.75 Lbs. 2,058 2,080 44,312.9 47,317.9 57,671.8 60,570.7 57,671.8 60,570.7

 Sugarbeets 2.0 2.0 Tons 37.0 38.0 74 76 6,396 5,507 34,064 30,382

 All Hay 770 780 Tons 4.04 4.21 3,113 3,286 12,089 11,590 141,666 147,964

   Alfalfa Hay 440 430 Tons 4.90 5.20 2,156 2,236 9,122 9,116 71,666 72,347

   Other Hay 330 350 Tons 2.90 3.00 957 1,050 2,967 2,474 70,000 75,617

 Dry Beans 2/ 60.5 59.5 Cwt. 16.0 17.0 968 1,012 3,064 2,690 24,247 25,264

 Potatoes, Fall 155 165 Cwt. 580 4/ 89,900 4/ 237,348 4/ 398,921 4/

       1/ Includes Oregon, Idaho, and Washington.   2/   Excludes beans grown for garden seed.  Yield and production forecast on a 
            cleaned basis.  3/   Estimates for current year carried forward from earlier forecast. 4/   First production forecast November 9, 2007.   
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PRICES 
AVERAGE PRICES RECEIVED BY FARMERS FOR FARM PRODUCTS (DOLLAR/UNIT) 

Entire Month Entire Month 
Commodity Unit 

Sep. 2006 Aug. 2007 
Mid-Month 
Sep. 2007 Sep. 2006 Aug. 2007 

Mid-Month 
Sep. 2007 

U.S. Parity 
Price 

  Washington United States  
Wheat, All Bu. 4.02 5.68 8.12 4.06 5.64 7.16 11.00
Wheat, Winter Bu. 3.95 5.66 8.14 4.03 5.66 7.39 -
Wheat, Durum Bu. - - - 4.07 6.88 7.94 -
Wheat, Spring Bu. 4.27 5.76 8.06 4.11 5.53 6.62 -
Barley, All Bu. 2.55 4.11 5.82 2.53 3.54 4.27 7.66
Corn Bu. - - - 2.20 3.26 3.19 8.13
Oats Bu. - - - 1.70 2.25 2.30 4.55
Dry Edible Beans Cwt. - - - 18.80 25.80 24.90 57.60
Chickpeas, All Cwt. - - - 25.40 29.40 31.30 -
Dry Edible Peas  Cwt. - - - 5.75 8.91 9.95 -
Potatoes, All Cwt. 5.50 5.75 5.65 6.12 6.87 6.47 17.30
Potatoes, Processing Cwt. 5.00 5.10 - 5.22 5.48 - -
Hay, All (baled) 1/ Tons 131.00 140.00 141.00 108.00 132.00 132.00 -
  Alfalfa (baled) 1/ Tons 130.00 140.00 140.00 111.00 137.00 135.00 -
  Other Hay (baled) 1/ Tons 135.00 140.00 145.00 99.50 118.00 124.00 -
Lentils  Cwt. - - - 12.10 15.50 18.10 -
Hops Lbs. - - - - - - 5.29
Apples, Fresh 2/ Lbs. 0.386 0.283 0.377 0.420 0.326 0.379 0.637
Beef Cattle Cwt. - - - 90.00 91.70 93.30 215.00
Steers & Heifers Cwt. - - - 95.20 95.80 98.10 -
Calves Cwt. - - - 136.00 129.00 128.00 309.00
Milk Cows 3/ Head - - - - - - -
Broilers, Live 4/ Lbs. - - - 0.420 0.500 0.500 -
Eggs, Market 1/ 5/ Doz. 0.430 0.816 1.030 0.354 0.716 0.960 1.86
Milk, All Wholesale  6/ 7/ Cwt. 12.40 22.10 22.30 13.00 21.60 21.80 40.60
Hogs, All Cwt. - - - 48.90 51.60 47.00 123.00
Sheep Cwt. - - - 32.20 27.80 - 104.00
Lambs Cwt. - - - 98.30 98.60 - 252.00
1/ All prices are mid-month estimates.   
2/ Equivalent packinghouse door returns for apples for CA, MI, NY, and WA.  Prices as sold for other states.  
3/ Animals sold for dairy herd replacement only.  Prices available for January, April, July, & October.   
4/ Equivalent liveweight returns to producers.      
5/ Also referred to as table eggs.   
6/ Before deductions for hauling, Includes quality, quantity and other premiums.  Excludes hauling subsidies.  
7/ September 2007 Fat test percent:  all milk 3.64. 

   
 

 


