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GRASS SEED CROPS

The Washington Agricultural Statistics Service
conducts surveys of grass and legume seed
growers and handlers during the year concerning
seed crops.  These are annual surveys,
conducted to document the quantity and value of
these regionally important crops. 
Approximately 350 growers and handlers

throughout Washington State are contacted in
regards to these surveys.  Washington State
harvested 73,500 acres of grass and legumes in
2004, 4 percent above 2003. Yields averaged
785 pounds per acre, up 12 percent from a year
ago.  Prices rose $2.00, to $85.00 per cwt.  The
total value of production for 2004 was $48.8
million compared with $40.8 million for 2003.

Grass & Legume Seed Crops
Acreage, Yield, and Production, By Counties, Washington, 2003-2004

Crop
and

County

2003 2004

Harvested
Yield Per
Harvested

Acre
Production Harvested

Yield Per
Harvested

Acre
Production

Acres Pounds Cwt. Acres Pounds Cwt.
ALFALFA
Franklin
Grant
Walla Walla
Other Cos.
TOTAL

KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS
Adams
Franklin
Garfield
Spokane
Whitman
Other Cos.
TOTAL

OTH GRASS SEEDS  
Franklin
Spokane
Other Cos.
TOTAL  
STATE TOTAL

700
4,500
6,000
1,300

12,500

2,900
6,100
2,000

19,500
3,000
8,500

42,000

5,000
1,000

10,000
16,000
70,500

790
780
890
620
820

830
1,000

550
460
500
871
650

740
500
730
720
698

5,500
35,000
53,500
8,000

102,000

24,000
61,000
11,000
90,000
15,000
74,000

275,000

37,000
5,000

73,000
115,000
492,000

500
4,500
7,000

500
12,500

4,000
7,500
2,000

20,000
2,000

11,500
47,000

3,000
( 1 )

11,000
14,000
73,500

700
800
910
800
860

950
930
450
570
480
950
740

830
( 1 )

870
860
785

3,500
36,000
63,500
4,000

107,000

38,000
70,000
9,000

114,500
9,500

109,000
350,000

25,000
( 1 )

95,000
120,000
577,000

  1 Included in “Other Counties”.  Other Counties is a combination of counties that could not be published.
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Grass & Legume Seed Crops: Acre, Yld, Prod, Price & Value, Wash.,1995-2004
Crop
and

Year
Harvested

Yield
Per

Harvested
Acre

Production

Marketing
Year

Average
Price

Value
of

Production

Value
Per

Harvested
Acre

Acres Pounds Cwt. $ Per Cwt. 1,000 Dollars Dollars
ALFALFA
    1995
    1996
    1997
    1998
    1999

    2000
    2001
    2002
    2003
    2004
KENTUCKY
BLUEGRASS
    1995
    1996
    1997
    1998
    1999

    2000
    2001
    2002
    2003
    2004
OTHER GRASS 1

    1995
    1996
    1997
    1998
    1999

    2000
    2001
    2002
    2003
    2004
STATE TOTAL
    1995
    1996
    1997
    1998
    1999

    2000
    2001
    2002
    2003
    2004

15,000
13,000
13,000
18,000
19,000

17,000
14,500
14,000
12,500
12,500

36,500
39,500
45,000
50,000
46,000

57,000
50,000
48,500
42,000
47,000

8,400
6,900
9,200

13,000
14,000

9,000
10,500
15,000
16,000
14,000

59,900
59,400
67,200
81,000
79,000

83,000
75,000
77,500
70,500
73,500

580
680
770
780
720

790
790
850
820
860

460
650
550
500
490

570
610
600
650
740

370
550
720
710
660

670
570
790
720
860

476
646
613
595
577

624
640
681
698
785

87,000
89,000

100,000
140,000
136,000

135,000
115,000
119,000
102,000
107,000

167,000
257,000
246,000
250,000
227,000

323,000
305,000
291,000
275,000
350,000

31,000
38,000
66,000
92,000
93,000

60,000
60,000

118,000
115,000
120,000

285,000
384,000
412,000
482,000
456,000

518,000
480,000
528,000
492,000
577,000

115.00
132.00
134.00
138.00
135.00

125.00
120.00
120.00
130.00
110.00

82.00
69.00
71.00
70.00
80.00

80.00
75.00
65.00
75.00
80.00

77.00
99.00
94.00
90.00
60.00

70.00
65.00
50.00
60.00
75.00

92.00
87.00
90.00
94.00
92.00

91.00
85.00
74.00
83.00
85.00

10,005
11,748
13,400
19,320
18,360

16,875
13,800
14,280
13,260
11,770

13,694
17,733
17,466
17,500
18,160

25,840
22,875
18,915
20,625
28,000

2,387
3,762
6,204
8,280
5,580

4,200
3,900
5,900
6,900
9,000

26,086
33,243
37,070
45,100
42,100

46,915
40,575
39,095
40,785
48,770

667
904

1,031
1,073

966

993
952

1,020
1,061

942

375
449
388
350
395

453
458
390
491
596

284
545
674
637
399

467
371
393
431
643

435
560
552
557
533

565
541
504
579
664

  1 Includes Red Clover.


