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Grain Harvest Progressed Well Until Slowed by Weekend Rain
Small Fruit and Berry Production Slightly Ahead of Schedule

Field Crops
Cereal grain harvest progressed well during the week, but was interrupted by showers in eastern Washington on Sunday. Across the Palouse,
winter wheat yields have been about average with exceptional grain quality. Spring crops had below average yields and light test weights. Harvest
in the central and eastern areas of Whitman County concentrated on dry peas and lentils. In central Washington, harvest continued on alfalfa,
potatoes, and oat hay. Christmas tree growers continued pruning operations. Several rivers were low and wildfire potential remained high.

Livestock
Livestock owners continued to feed hay in order to compensate for dry pastures. Range and pasture conditions were 5% very poor, 25% poor,
50% fair, and 20% good. Shellfish growers in Pacific County seeded hard shell clams in bags and moved oysters to fattening grounds.

Fruits and Vegetables
Small fruit and berry production in the west was slightly ahead of schedule with raspberries, loganberries, blueberries, and boysenberries finding
their way into area Farmer’s Markets. Greenhouse tomato growers continued to report excellent yields and strong sales. Sweet corn and carrots
were being harvested in the Columbia Basin. Growers around the Yakima Valley strove to protect their crops from sunburn and were gearing
up to harvest a large crop of Bartlett pears.

Days Suitable for Fieldwork Moisture and Supply
Week Days Percent
. Item

This Week 6.8 A SH AD S
Last Week 7.0 Topsoil 47 29 24 0
Subsoil 16 29 55 0
Irrigation Water 3 11 86 0
Hay & Roughage 2 5 85 8

VS=Very Short SH=Short AD=Adequate S=Surplus
Crop Progress Crop Condition*
Percent Completed % Acreage
- - Crop
Crop/Activity This | Last 5Yr. VP | P | F | G | EX
Week | Week 2002 Avg -

: Winter Wheat Dryland 3 6 28 49 14
Spring Wheat Harvested 21 7 14 13 Winter Wheat Irrigated 0 0 15 75 10
Winter Wheat Harvested 45 19 36 34 Spring Wheat Dryland 7 27 48 18 0
Barley Harvested 18 6 10 13 Spring Wheat Irrigated 0 0 17 83 0
Potatoes Harvested 25 15 20 14 Barley Dryland 6 26 52 16 0
Corn Silage Harvested 2 0 1 0 Barley Irrigated 0 0 15 85 0
Dry Peas Harvested 32 15 14 16 Potatoes 0 0 8 60 32
Alfalfa Hay 2nd Cutting 99 96 93 96 Corn 0 0 8 92 0
Alfalfa Hay 3rd Cutting 26 3 24 23 Dry Edible Beans 0 1 10 65 24

VP=Very Poor P=Poor F=Fair G=Good EX=Excellent
* Crop conditions are a measurement of the growing conditions and are not
indicative of the quality of the crop produced.
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COUNTY COMMENTS

Western

Grays Harbor: Temperatures in the mid-90's early in the week
continued to exacerbate drought conditions throughout the county.
Sweet corn growers were being pushed to the limit trying to keep
up with irrigation requirements. Christmas tree growers continued
shearing and doing top work on Noble fir. U-Pick vegetable farms
reported rapid growth on warm season vegetable crops where
irrigation was available. Greenhouse tomato growers continued to
report excellent yields and strong sales. Livestock owners
continued feeding hay in order to compensate for drought stricken
pastures. The potential for wild fires remained very high due to the
extremely dry conditions.

Kitsap: Excellent crop conditions continued with irrigation. Small
fruit and berry production was slightly ahead of schedule with
raspberries, loganberries, and boysenberries available in quantity
at area Farmer’s Markets.

Pacific: Dry conditions continued to affect agricultural crops in
the area. Pasture conditions declined, and Christmas tree growers
continued pruning operations. Raspberry harvest was complete
with good yields and low fruit spoilage. Shellfish growers seeded
hard shell clams in bags and moved oysters to fattening grounds.

Pierce/South King: The local FSA office received reports of row
crop damage due to the prolonged number of days with
temperatures in the high 80's to the low 90's. No unusual situations
occurred during the week. The cooler temperatures were a
welcome relief to area producers.

Skagit: Raspberry and blueberry harvest continued. The drought
continued. Yields were down in most non-irrigated fields.

Skagit/San Juan: The weather has been extremely dry. Non-
irrigated crops were suffering from the drought conditions.

Snohomish/North King: Weather conditions with hot
temperatures and no rain continued. Crops showed signs of
drought stress. Pastures were very dry. Farms with irrigation were
doing okay. Blueberry harvest was underway.

Snohomish/North King (2" Report): Hot, dry weather continued
throughout most of the week with cooler temperatures giving some
relief over the weekend. Several rivers were at a record low level.
Water conservation was still voluntary, as need for irrigation
increased with the drought continuing. Local sweet corn was
available at a few roadside stands and Farmer’s Markets.
Raspberry and blueberry harvest continued. Wheat harvest began
in Snohomish County.

Thurston: Agricultural producers sweltered under temperatures
reaching 100 degrees early in the week. The intense heat only
served to exacerbate existing drought conditions throughout the
county. Christmas tree growers continued to report seedling
mortality due to the dry soil conditions. Turfgrass growers delayed
planting some fields due to the drought and also reported a 50
percent decrease in sales due to the hot temperatures. Native trees
and shrubs continued to exhibit early fall coloration due to the lack
of soil moisture. The potential for wild fires remained very high
due to the extremely dry conditions.

Whatcom: Temperatures were cooler this past weekend.
Raspberry harvest continued. Corn was tasseling. Producers
continued to chop silage and irrigate crops.



Central

Benton: Wheat and barley harvest was nearly over, with yields
being average. Very light rain showers brought the temperature
down to the low 80's. No calls were received about damaged crops.
Alfalfa cutting and potato harvest began.

Franklin: Very warm temperatures were received for most of the
week. Potatoes, carrots, and sweet corn were being harvested.
The third cutting of alfalfa was underway. Tomatoes and
watermelons were being picked on small farms.

Grant: Sweet corn harvest continued. Vegetable seed harvest was
underway. High temperatures were inducing crop stress.
Kittitas: Hot, dry weather sparked many fires and all non-irrigated
pasture and rangeland was extremely dry. Corn has tasseled. Oat
hay was 70 percent harvested, and timothy hay was beginning to
grow well following the first cutting.

Kittitas (2" Report): Continued high temperatures caused range
and pastures to become stressed. The second cutting of alfalfa was
complete. Irrigation water supply was adequate for the remainder

of the growing season.

Okanogan/Ferry: The weather has been unseasonably dry
following a lack of rain, which usually is received in June and early
July. Soil and vegetation were drying out rapidly and were posing
a growing fire danger. Early spring rains resulted in more grass in
the range initially, but vegetation is drying out. Range conditions
will be short for late summer and early fall grazing in some areas.

Yakima: Hot, dry weather continued as growers strove to keep
their crops protected from sunburn and add size to fruit. Growers
were also gearing up to harvest a large crop of Bartlett pears
perhaps as early as this coming weekend.

Yakima (2" Report): Average temperatures ranged from 1 to 11
degrees above normal with a trace of precipitation. No new crop
losses due to weather conditions were reported.

Eastern

Asotin/Garfield: Temperatures were extremely hot throughout the
week. A storm on Saturday night brought relief from the high
temperatures and brought along some precipitation in most areas.
Harvest will be stopped for a day or two. The rain may be
beneficial to the rangeland if temperatures remain cool.

Adams: Winter wheat and spring cereal harvest will be mostly
complete by the end of the week. Winter wheat yields have been
mostly average to above average with exceptional quality.

Adams (2" Report): A little showery weather Sunday, August 3,
ended another scorching week temperature wise and slowed what
had been a fast progression to grain harvest. Reports of yields
neared long term averages and surprising in some cases, given the
extended dry weather and earlier frost occurrences. The third
cutting of hay was complete. Sweet corn was being harvested in
the Basin.

Lincoln: Harvest was progressing throughout the county. Yields
were reported at or above average with exceptional grain quality.

Pend Oreille/Spokane: Another week of record temperatures
continued. Rain was received on Sunday morning, August 3. The
amount varied in the two counties. The airport was reporting .25"
but others reported less. Wheat harvest was well underway. Some
peas and lentils were being harvested. Pend Oreille County was 99
percent done with haying. For one of the first times ever there was

no rain during haying season.

Stevens: Hot, dry weather continued with high temperatures
ranging from 100-107 degrees. Harvest began in a few areas. The
second cutting of hay was complete, and grain hay was nearly
complete. Fire danger was extremely high.

Walla Walla: The weather was hot and dry throughout the week.
Temperatures cooled down on Saturday, August 2, with scattered
showers in late afternoon and evening. Sunday, early morning
showers were received until 10:00am. Fire risk continued to be
high, although Sunday’s showers helped. Crop production was
reported as lower than anticipated. Wheat yields were down.

Whitman: Harvest progressed well during the week, with hot, dry
conditions throughout most of the week. Harvest was interrupted
by rain showers on Sunday, August 4. Winter wheat yields were
coming in at slightly below five year averages. Spring crops had
below average yields and light test weights.

Whitman (2" Report): The first measurable rain for many areas
since Memorial Day weekend hit the area over the weekend
bringing harvesting activity to a halt. Harvest activity had been
going full speed in the western part of the county, with the central
and eastern areas concentrating on dry peas and lentils. Winter
wheat yields were reported as average. Spring crops may be lower
than average due to the lack of precipitation in June.

National weather website: http://www.usda.gov/nass/pubs/pubs.htm

Washington Agricultural Statistics Service website: http://www.nass.usda.gov/wa

E-mail: nass-wa@nass.usda.gov

Free e-mail subscriptions are available via automated mailing list for National and State reports. You can subscribe to
individual reports and they will be sent directly to your e-mail address soon after the official release time.

Subscribe at: http://www.nass.usda.gov/sub-form.htm




Weekly Weather Statistics

August 4, 2003
Air Growing Last Week Season
Temperature Degree Days Precipitation Precipitation
Station Base Base
0,
LO HI AVG  DFN SOF 60F Total Total Nl | Days
TOT | DFN | TOT | DEN Inches DEN Days Inches DEN
WEST
Bellingham 52 | 84 65 3 108 17 38 11 0.00 -0.28 0 26.05 -8.84 75 145
Everett 53 | 89 68 5 126 28 56 28 0.00 -0.28 0 24.46 -10.73 70 142
Hoquiam 52 | 80 62 1 84 7 16 2 0.00 -0.22 0 60.45 -6.06 91 159
Kelso 52 |97 70 5 139 34 69 34 0.00 -0.21 0 23.65 -21.51 52 104
Olympia 48 | 96 68 4 | 125 27 56 28 0.00 -0.21 0 36.87 -12.52 75 147
Sea-Tac 53 193 70 4 | 138 26 68 26 0.00 -0.17 0 31.27 -4.86 87 140
Shelton 51 |97 69 3 130 18 61 19 0.00 -0.20 0 54.40 -9.33 85 144
Tacoma 50 | 95 70 5 138 33 68 32 0.00 -0.21 0 26.48 -12.57 68 128
Vancouver 56 (100 73 8 | 163 55 93 51 0.00 -0.21 0 34.22 -5.95 85 136
CENTRAL
Ellensburg 50 [101 76 8 | 187 54 | 117 54 0.00 -0.07 0 7.90 -0.67 92 80
Omak 56 (104 81 14 | 219 86 | 149 86 0.00 -0.19 0 11.82 -2.25 84 61
Stampede Pass 49 | 87 65 10 | 107 58 40 33 0.00 -0.30 0 58.76 -20.41 74 147
Wenatchee 67 102 82 8 | 226 53 | 156 56 0.01 -0.06 1 8.87 0.96 112 74
Yakima AP 54 104 78 8 | 196 49 | 126 49 0.00 -0.07 0 7.98 0.38 105 58
NORTHEAST
Colville 54 107 79 13 | 204 81 134 78 0.05 -0.16 1 17.38 -2.83 86 74
Deer Park 45 100 72 2 | 154 14 84 14 0.01 -0.13 1 20.25 245 114 97
Spokane AP 59 100 77 7 | 190 50 | 120 50 0.26 0.12 1 15.16 -0.67 96 101
EAST CENTRAL
Ephrata 61 103 81 5| 215 33 | 145 33 0.05 -0.02 1 7.61 0.62 109 55
Moses Lake 56 |103 77 2| 192 10 | 122 10 0.18 0.11 1 8.05 1.06 115 73
Quincy 61 [100 80 8 | 208 54 | 138 54 0.01 -0.06 1 6.14 -1.34 82 52
Ritzville 58 102 80 10 | 209 69 | 139 69 0.04 -0.03 1 11.18 0.27 102 83
SOUTHEAST
Hanford 59 |108 84 5| 236 33 | 166 33 0.04 -0.03 1 8.04 1.85 130 68
Pasco 55 107 81 6 | 215 33 | 145 33 0.02 -0.05 1 7.10 -0.04 99 72
Pullman 49 | 98 70 4 | 145 26 75 26 0.61 0.46 1 10.32 -9.93 51 89
Whitman Miss. 54 105 80 9 | 215 61 145 61 0.01 -0.13 1 14.33 1.16 109 115
ID PANHANDLE
Coeur D’A’ AP 54 |99 76 6 | 183 36 | 113 36 0.00 -0.21 0 18.23 -6.50 74 100
Lewiston ID 65 |106 84 9 | 239 59 | 169 63 0.00 -0.14 0 12.67 0.96 108 110
Summary based on NWS data. Precipitation (rain or melted snow/ice) in inches.

Season Cumulative Precip Starts: Wednesday September 1, 2002
DFN = Departure From Normal (Using 1961-90 Normals Period).

NA = Data Unavailable

Precipitation Days = Days with precip of 0.01 inch or more.
Air Temperatures in Degrees Fahrenheit.
Copyright 2002: AWIS, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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