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Rain Delays Field Work, but Improves Crop Condition 

 

Field Crops 
The rain decreased fieldwork but was very good for overall crop condition.  High winds were reported in the Tri-City area. 
Due to the moisture, overall winter wheat, spring wheat and barley conditions increased.  Potato and corn growers continued planting 
fields.  There were several reports of rain damage to the first cutting of hay reported across the state.   

Livestock 
Range and pasture conditions were 2% poor, 13% fair, 82% good, and 3% excellent.  Pasture condition improved and livestock 
producers began moving cattle from spring pastures to summer pastures.  Quality hay for dairies was in short supply. 

Fruit and Vegetables 
Christmas tree growers delayed fungicide and insecticide applications due to rain.  Benton County reported damage to apples and 
cherries due to wind, rain and hail damage on May 19.  There were also reports in Whatcom County of red raspberry damage from the 
winter that has recently become apparent. 
 

Days Suitable for Fieldwork 
Week Days 

This Week 
Last Week 

3.8 
6.2 

Moisture and Supply 
Percent Item 

VS SH AD S 
Topsoil 
Topsoil 5 Yr Avg 
Subsoil 
Subsoil 5 Yr Avg 
Irrigation Water 
Irrigation Water 5 Yr Avg 
Hay & Roughage 

0 
1 
2 
4 
0 
2 
1 

7 
16 
14 
24 
1 
7 

19

83 
79 
81 
71 
93 
91 
80 

10 
3 
3 
1 
6 
0 
0

 VS=Very Short  SH=Short  AD=Adequate  S=Surplus 
 

Crop Progress 
Percent Completed 

Crop/Activity This 
Week 

Last 
Week 2005 5 Yr. 

Avg. 
Spring Wheat Planted 
Spring Wheat Emerged 
Spring Wheat Headed 
Winter Wheat Headed 
Barley Planted 
Barley Emerged 
Barley Headed 
Potatoes Planted 
Potatoes Emerged 
Corn Planted 
Corn Emerged 
Dry Edible Beans Planted 
Proc. Green Peas Planted 
Dry Peas Planted 
Alfalfa Hay 1st Cutting 

100 
96 

5 
38 

100 
90 

3 
98 
80 
89 
66 
83 

100 
100 

40 

99 
79 

NA 
23 
97 
72 

NA 
97 
75 
87 
55 
81 
99 
99 
25 

100 
100 

13 
56 

100 
97 

7 
100 

77 
96 
66 
81 

100 
100 

63 

100 
98 
8 

39 
100 
98 
4 

100 
85 
94 
54 
65 
98 

100 
51

Crop Condition* 
% Acreage Crop 

VP P F G EX 
Winter Wheat Dryland 
Winter Wheat Irrigated 
Spring Wheat Dryland 
Spring Wheat Irrigated 
Barley Dryland 
Barley Irrigated 
Potatoes 
Corn 
Dry Edible Beans 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

5 
0 
3 
0 
3 
0 
0 
3 
0 

20 
6 

27 
6 

35 
10 
33 
40 
35 

62 
84 
67 
87 
59 
90 
64 
57 
65 

13 
10 
3 
7 
3 
0 
3 
0 
0

 VP=Very Poor  P=Poor  F=Fair  G=Good  EX=Excellent 
 * Crop conditions are a measurement of the growing conditions 

and are not indicative of the quality of the crop produced. 
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COUNTY COMMENTS 
 

Western 
 

Clark:  The area had good soil moisture going into early 
strawberry harvest. Nice weather predicted for the 
upcoming week.   
 
Clallam/Jefferson:  The weather was mostly cloudy with 
showers, and the average temperature was in the 50’s.  
Planting was on schedule even with the cooler 
temperatures.   
 
Grays Harbor:  Sweet corn growers grew impatient as 
seven continuous days of rain showers further delayed 
planting. Christmas tree growers also had to delay 
fungicide and insecticide applications due to the rainfall. 
Livestock producers were unable to harvest forage crops 
due to the wet conditions. Home gardeners were pleased 
that adequate soil moisture seemed to expedite vegetable 
seed germination. Retail garden stores and nurseries 
reported slower than normal sales of bedding and 
vegetable transplants due to the ongoing showers.    
 
Grays/Lewis/Pacific:  Steady rains brought spring activity 
to a standstill. The rain was welcome as dry moisture 
levels had began to impact crops. 
 
Mason:  Rain fell intermittently during the week 
amounting to slightly over two inches and the grass loved 
it. The temperatures were cooler than normal but it was 
near-perfect grass growing weather.    
   
Pierce/S. King:  It rained a lot last week. This was good 
and bad. Good as corn had just been planted, bad because 
producers were still planting corn and the rain made it hard 
to get into the fields. No reports of crop damage due to a 
weather event were received.    
 
Skagit:  The majority of potato growers in the valley were 
done planting potatoes. There were a few growers in the 
Bow area trying to get in their final acres on wetter soils 
that were rained out on Monday. The rains were a 
welcomed sight for the majority of producers who were 

beginning to be concerned with plant available moisture. 
Corn, green peas, potatoes, spinach and beet seed were all 
emerging in the Skagit Valley. Cabbage was in full bloom. 
Many farmers, especially strawberry growers were hopeful 
for some sunshine. Berry harvest was expected to begin as 
early as the first weekend in June. 
   
Snohomish/King:  It rained off and on all week. Up to 
four inches accumulated in some areas. No serious field 
work was done. Blueberry and strawberry blossoms were 
about done. Raspberries continued to blossom. Pastures 
were growing well and manure spreading continued.    
 
Snohomish/N. King (2nd Report):  A lot of rain was 
received during the week with a few sun breaks.  Farmers 
were planting corn and other commodities.  Grass silage 
was harvested.   
 
Thurston:  An entire week of rain showers limited most 
field activity this past week. Although the rain was needed, 
agricultural producers lost patience when seven continuous 
days of rain showers occurred. Christmas tree growers 
were forced to delay fungicide and insecticide 
applications. Forage crop producers were unable to make 
haylage due to the wet conditions. Turfgrass growers were 
thankful that they were able to turn off irrigation systems, 
but complained about having to mow wet grass. Truck 
gardeners reported rapid growth of vegetable transplants 
due to the additional moisture. Home gardeners 
complained that the rain expedited weed germination.    
   
Whatcom:  With the exception of one wet day, planting of 
silage corn and seed potatoes continued at full bore. First 
cutting for grass, mostly for silage but some hay, was 
harvested as second cutting began. Several red raspberry 
growers reported recently apparent winter damage to their 
plants. One grower reported drowned corn due to flooding.  
 
                                                                                                       
 



Central 
 

Benton: The area received some rain over the past week, 
with some winds. A flash report will be done for Friday, 
May 19, 2006, rains, hail and wind; damage has been 
reported for hay, apples and cherries. 
 
Chelan:  It rained every day for the past eight days and 
disrupted normal pest management spray timings, but it is 
not likely to lead to insect or disease problems. Growers 
reported variable, but generally inadequate effect from 
apple fruit thinning sprays, so there will be more than 
usual need for hand thinning in June-July. 
 
Douglas/Chelan:  Precipitation received throughout the 
counties for most of the previous week. Winter wheat crop 
was looking better. Some spring wheat was still being 
planted where winter wheat failed, in the northern portion 
of Douglas County. Some reports were being received 
regarding cherry and pear crop damage due to frost during 
bloom. Pastures were in good condition due to recent 
rains. 
 
Franklin:  This past week saw some real weather 
extremes, starting out with normal temperatures moving 
quickly to the high 90's and reached100 degrees one day 
during the first part of the week. Thursday and Friday held 
excessive wind storms hitting the Tri-City area the hardest. 
Rains fell periodically from the 15th of May through last 
week damaging first cutting hay and according to some 
reports more extensively to the later cut north end of the 
county. Some fields were black from the consistent 
precipitation. Damage was still being assessed. Early 
evening Friday saw 50-70 mile an hour gusts with heavy 
rain and tornado like winds. Funnel clouds were reported 

in the Tri-City area though no actual tornados were 
sighted. Lightening also prevailed throughout the hour 
long storm. No reports of crop damage from that storm 
other than alfalfa hay. A high number of corn, bean and 
pea acreage was planted throughout the county in the last 
few weeks. It appears these immature crops managed 
through the heat wave and storms.   
 
Grant:  More rain was received over the weekend. This 
helped the dryland winter wheat and range conditions, but 
caused damage to first cutting alfalfa. Bean, sweet corn, 
and onion planting continued. 
 
Grant (2nd Report):  Feeder hay was in adequate supply. 
Some hay was rained on. Dairy quality hay was in short 
supply. 
  
Kittitas:  A cool, wet week was good for moisture 
conditions, although crop development and pasture yields 
were a bit behind as a result of cool soil temperatures. 
Ranchers had bulls out following a successful calving 
season, that was helped along by a mild late winter and 
spring. The weekly rains were particularly helpful for 
rangeland pastures, normally quite dry by the end of May.   
   
Yakima:  Average temperatures varied from six degrees 
below normal to two degrees above normal, with 0.38 of 
an inch of precipitation. Several producers reported 
possible quality losses on hay that was in the process of 
being harvested.   
  
                                                                                           
 



Eastern 
 

Adams:  A nice cool week with multiple small showers 
passing through was ideal for continued growth of grain 
crops. The weather was a little less ideal for hay growers 
with alfalfa down, or waiting to go down. Livestock 
owners reported that range land was in as good of 
condition as they had seen in at least the past seven years. 
Winter wheat was mostly headed out.    
 
Asotin/Garfield:  Thunder storms and rain showers along 
with much cooler temperatures were beneficial to all crops 
and rangeland.    
 
Ferry:  The area experienced heavy, intermittent rains, 
which sometimes held up field work. This last week had 
cool temperatures. The week of hot weather we had two 
weeks ago spurred grass growth, but it was still slow for 
this time of year. With increased moisture, it looks like a 
good grazing year. 
 
Ferry/Okanogan:  Cattlemen were starting to move cattle 
from spring to summer pastures. Conditions looked good 
at this time. The county office received reports that some 
streams and creeks that have not flowed in years were now 
running water. Some of the rivers and streams were a bit 
higher due to the warmer weather causing the snow pack 
to melt accompanied by precipitation received in the 
county.    
 
Garfield:  Recent and continued storms with lightning 
caused greening and moisture for wheat. Much of the DNS 
wheat in the northwest part of the county was in anthesis 
or boot stages. Winter wheat growth ranged from 12 to 20 
inches and some was in the boot stage with anthesis 
expected in about three weeks. Cattle were mostly moved 
to mountain pastures for the summer.    
 
Lincoln:  The rains were welcome for the growing crops.    
   
 
 

Pend Oreille:  A cold front moved in with four days of 
rain bringing the weekend total to one inch of 
precipitation. Ground was soaked with standing water 
making it impossible to work fields. Hay and grazing 
fields were growing fast with the wet weather. Livestock 
were fattening on new green grasses and winter coats were 
off. Calving was coming to an end at most ranches.    
   
Pend Oreille/Spokane:  A week of cooler weather with 
some moisture was good for the crops that were stressed 
last week. Winter wheat looked pretty good; spring wheat 
and barley looked pretty good as well. Bluegrass seed was 
mostly headed and should be pollinating soon. Pasture 
benefited from the rain and was growing pretty good. 
Could start seeing some first cutting hay if the weather 
turns dry.   
   
Stevens:  Temperatures were back to cool and wet after 
several days of temperatures in the 90's.   
 
Stevens (2nd Report):  The area received rainfall nearly 
every day of the past week. The soil profile was currently 
well saturated. Grain crops looked good, although a few 
wet spots remained that had not been seeded. 
   
Walla Walla:  Temperatures were much cooler with rain 
showers. Down hay was waiting to dry. Cool temperatures 
and precipitation slowed the maturing of pastures, 
extending the grazing. Grain crops looked good. There 
were some reports of cereal leaf beetles and rust.    
   
Whitman:  Cooler temperatures and rain helped improve 
crop and pasture conditions. Cheatgrass made an 
appearance in winter wheat stands but generally winter 
wheat looked really good. Spring crops continued to 
emerge and develop with the late seeding but much needed 
rains helped bring things along.    
 
 
 



Weekly Weather Statistics 
May 30, 2006 

Air 
Temperature 

Growing 
Degree Days 

Last Week 
Precipitation 

Season 
Precipitation 

Base 
50F 

Base 
60F Total Total 

Station 
LO HI AVG DFN 

TOT DFN TOT DFN Inches DFN Days Inches DFN 

% 
Normal Days

WEST 
Bellingham 
Everett 
Hoquiam 
Kelso 
Olympia 
Sea-Tac 
Shelton 
Tacoma 
Vancouver 
CENTRAL 
Ellensburg 
Stampede Pass 
Wenatchee 
Yakima AP 
NORTHEAST 
Colville 
Deer Park 
Spokane AP 
EAST CENTRAL 
Ephrata 
Moses Lake 
Quincy 
Ritzville 
SOUTHEAST 
Hanford 
Pasco 
Pullman 
Whitman Miss. 
ID PANHANDLE 
Coeur D'A' AP 
Lewiston ID 

 
45 
49 
50 
48 
47 
48 
47 
46 
48 

 
43 
37 
48 
38 

 
38 
33 
40 

 
40 
37 
44 
37 

 
48 
48 
44 
46 

 
37 
48 

 
66 
62 
64 
64 
63 
65 
63 
63 
66 

 
73 
56 
70 
73 

 
70 
71 
70 

 
72 
74 
71 
72 

 
78 
80 
70 
78 

 
75 
76 

 
56 
55 
56 
56 
55 
55 
55 
55 
56 

 
58 
45 
58 
57 

 
55 
54 
55 

 
58 
58 
58 
54 

 
61 
62 
55 
60 

 
57 
61 

 
1 

-2 
2 
0 
1 

-2 
-3 
-3 
-1 

 
0 
3 

-4 
-3 

 
-2 
-3 
-2 

 
-6 
-5 
-4 
-3 

 
-5 
-3 
2 

-1 
 

-2 
0 

 
41 
34 
42 
44 
39 
39 
35 
39 
44 

 
55 

0 
58 
52 

 
40 
34 
37 

 
57 
57 
54 
33 

 
78 
82 
38 
69 

 
51 
77

 
6 

-5 
8 
1 
6 

-8 
-15 
-8 
-1 

 
5 
0 

-19 
-12 

 
-4 

-10 
-6 

 
-30 
-30 
-20 
-12 

 
-31 
-12 

6 
2 
 

-1 
3 

 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
 

4 
0 
1 
5 
 

1 
2 
1 
 

5 
4 
3 
0 
 

11 
14 
4 

10 
 

5 
18 

 
0 
0 
0 

-4 
0 

-1 
-7 
-2 
-4 

 
-3 
0 

-17 
-7 

 
-6 
-4 
-5 

 
-19 
-20 
-14 
-7 

 
-28 
-16 

2 
-5 

 
-2 
1 

 
0.97 
0.78 
1.82 
3.36 
1.91 
1.43 
1.47 
1.72 
1.98 
 

0.98 
1.77 
0.77 
0.56 
 

0.92 
0.65 
0.46 
 

0.22 
0.31 
0.96 
0.24 
 

0.15 
0.37 
1.33 
0.69 
 

0.17 
0.68 

 
0.48 
0.26 
1.18 
2.84 
1.49 
1.08 
0.98 
1.30 
1.49 
 

0.84 
1.01 
0.63 
0.42 
 

0.47 
0.30 
0.11 
 

0.08 
0.17 
0.82 
0.03 
 

0.08 
0.23 
0.98 
0.46 
 

-0.32 
0.36 

 
7 
7 
7 
7 
6 
7 
7 
6 
7 
 

6 
7 
6 
6 
 

7 
6 
4 
 

4 
5 
6 
3 
 

3 
4 
6 
7 
 

3 
7 

 
30.54 
28.84 
67.62 
40.85 
50.29 
34.55 
67.10 
37.83 
40.50 

 
11.24 
65.18 
6.43 
8.95 
 

16.91 
24.27 
16.29 

 
8.79 

10.46 
11.03 
13.57 

 
4.82 
8.38 

11.71 
15.84 

 
9.23 

10.06 

 
-0.91 
-2.72 
4.85 

-0.87 
3.62 
0.92 
6.35 
1.70 
3.09 
 

3.55 
-9.03 
-0.58 
2.13 
 

-0.30 
8.73 
2.60 
 

2.67 
4.34 
4.36 
3.81 
 

-0.83 
1.87 

-6.15 
4.09 
 

-12.32 
0.48 

 
97 
91 

108 
98 

108 
103 
110 
105 
108 

 
146 
88 
92 

131 
 

98 
156 
119 

 
144 
171 
165 
139 

 
85 

129 
66 

135 
 

43 
105

 
148 
150 
170 
143 
143 
141 
150 
134 
141 

 
81 

156 
58 
70 

 
94 

114 
103 

 
70 
83 
84 
89 

 
44 
70 
97 

110 
 

77 
83

                                                                                                                               
Summary based on NWS data. 
Season Cumulative Precip Starts: Wednesday September 1, 2005 
DFN = Departure From Normal (Using 1961-90 Normals Period). 
NA = Data Unavailable 

                                                       
Precipitation (rain or melted snow/ice) in inches. Precipitation Days = 
Days with precip of 0.01 inch or more. 
Air Temperatures in Degrees Fahrenheit. 
Copyright 2006:  AWIS, Inc.  All Rights Reserved. 

 

National weather summary: http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/reports/waobr/weather/2006/summary/weth1606.pdf 
Washington Agricultural Statistics Service website: http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Washington 
E-mail: nass-wa@nass.usda.gov 
 
Free e-mail subscriptions are available via automated mailing list for National and State reports. You can subscribe to individual 
reports and they will be sent directly to your e-mail address soon after the official release time.  Subscribe at: 
http://www.nass.usda.gov/sub-form.htm 
 


