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Potato Growers Continue to Plant and Peaches and Nectarines are Blooming 
Hay Continues Tight But Pasture Growth Coming Along Nicely 

Field Crops 
Days suitable for fieldwork last week were 5.1.  Weather had been cool and grain growers continued spring planting.  
Winter wheat continued to look good and potato growers pushed to get fields planted.  Some reports of field and sweet 
corn beginning to be planted. Greenhouse growers continued to build inventory in preparation for May sales.  

Fruit and Veggies 
Apple trees continued to bloom as did blueberries.  Peaches and nectarines were in various stages of petal fall.  Some frost 
protection needed, but no damage reported  

Livestock 
Range and pasture conditions were 1% very poor, 1% poor, 14 % fair, 68 % good, and 16 % excellent.  Hay continued to 
be in tight supply.  Some counties reported excellent pasture growth while others needed more warm weather to bring 
growth along.  Calving season began to wind down.   
 
 

Days Suitable for Fieldwork 
Week Days 

This Week 
Last Week 

5.1 
5.6 

Moisture and Supply 
Percent Item 

VS SH AD S 
Topsoil 
Topsoil 5 Yr Avg 
Subsoil 
Subsoil 5 Yr Avg 
Irrigation Water 
Irrigation Water 5 Yr Avg 
Hay & Roughage 

1 
1 
1 
7 
0 
2 

15 

2 
13 
13 
19 
0 
5 

20 

81 
73 
80 
70 
96 
92 
64 

16 
13 
6 
4 
4 
1 
1 

 VS=Very Short  SH=Short  AD=Adequate  S=Surplus  
 

Crop Progress 
Percent Completed 

Crop/Activity This 
Week 

Last 
Week 2006 5 Yr. 

Avg. 
Spring Wheat Planted 
Spring Wheat Emerged 
Barley Planted 
Barley Emerged 
Potatoes Planted 
Potatoes Emerged 
Corn Planted 
Dry Edible Beans Planted 
Proc. Green Peas Planted 
Dry Peas Planted 

56 
18 
55 
15 
43 
7 

16 
25 
36 
36 

40 
11 
33 
3 

28 
3 
4 

10 
35 
11 

44 
27 
30 
14 
43 
3 
4 

12 
44 
19 

68 
33 
50 
21 
41 
9 

13 
11 
42 
26 

Crop Condition* 
% Acreage Crop 

VP P F G EX 
Winter Wheat Dryland 
Winter Wheat Irrigated 
Spring Wheat Dryland 
Spring Wheat Irrigated 

2 
0 
0 
0 

6 
0 
1 
1 

21 
3 

39 
12 

61 
74 
55 
81 

10 
23 
5 
6 

 VP=Very Poor  P=Poor  F=Fair  G=Good  EX=Excellent 
 * Crop conditions are a measurement of the growing conditions and 

are not indicative of the quality of the crop produced. 
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COUNTY COMMENTS  
Western 

  
Clallam/Jefferson:  Cattle were being fed hay even with 
the grass growing with the warm weather.  No planting has 
begun.   
 
Clark:  Fields were finally drying out, making plowing and 
disking possible.   
 
Grays Harbor:  Sweet corn producers took advantage of 
several days with no rain to continue field cultivation. Last 
month’s glyphosate applications to winter rye cover crops 
added a golden hue to the tapestry of color that continued 
to evolve across the rural landscape.  Christmas tree 
growers were applying both post and pre-merge herbicides 
to plantations.  Cut flower daffodil and tulip growers 
breathed a huge sigh of relief that they escaped storms 
which pelted isolated areas with prolific and potentially 
damaging hail stones.  Bedding plant growers reported 
strong demand for plants despite the cold, wet weather.  Ag 
producers were anxious for less rain and warmer 
temperatures so field cultivation can be completed to meet 
scheduled planting dates for cannery peas and sweet corn.  
Home gardeners continued to rejoice in the profusion of 
spring blossoms from ornamental trees and shrubs.   
 
Grays Harbor/Lewis/Pacific:  Farmers were still waiting 
for a break in the rain to begin spring field operations.   
 
Pierce/South King:  The weather was mild with regular 
precipitation.  Winter damage was showing up on some 
perennial crops such as blueberries.     
 
Pierce/South King (2nd Report):  Crop conditions 
remained good.  There were no unusual conditions to 
report.   
 
Mason:  No frost during the week made life a little easier 
for vegetable growers.  Pastures were looking good, but 
many were still wet from ample rain during the week.  
Those with hillside pastures were grazing their animals.  
Poultry producers were getting ready to move pullets and 
cockerels out of the brooder and into the fields.  Tilling and 
planting continued as growers prepared fields and beds for 
warmer crops.  Perennial crops, nursery stock, and pastures 
were fertilized.  Greenhouse growers were getting ready for 
the May push with lots of transplanting and seeding.   
 
Mason (2nd Report):  Pastures were somewhat soggy with 
1.5 inches of rain received during the week.  Cool 
temperatures earlier in the week gave way to sunny 

afternoons on the weekend.  Livestock herds were rotated 
onto the drier areas.  Soils were too wet to rototill.   
 
Skagit:  High temperatures for the week averaged 52 
degrees.  With the weather easing up a bit, many farmers 
were able to get out on their fields and begin tilling the soil.  
Potato farmers were in the biggest rush to get their crop in 
the ground in order to gain access to early markets next fall.  
Farmers were behind schedule this year due to a later 
spring.  However, with increases in technology like higher 
horsepower tractors with less breakdowns and new 
innovations like GPS, they should have no trouble catching 
up.  With poor weather in the beginning of April, Skagit 
Valley Tulip Festival attendance numbers were down.  
However, with good weather on Sunday, things really 
picked up.  Tulip farmers began to top fields so plants will 
put their energy into the bulb and not the flower.   
 
Snohomish/North King:  Mixed spring weather continued 
with warmer days and chilly nights.  Scattered rain was 
received throughout the week.  Pasture growth was 
excellent.  Plowing continued as fields dried out.  
Blueberries and apple trees were coming into bloom.   
 
Snohomish/North King (2nd Report):  The weather was 
beginning to warm up a little.  Farmers were planting 
cabbage.  Cleanup was continuing from the November 
2006 flood.  Temperatures averaged in the 50’s for a high 
in Stanwood, Monroe, and Arlington.   
 
Thurston:  Ag producers made the most of several days of 
nice weather to begin field cultivation on lighter soils.  
Turfgrass producers took advantage of sunny weather to 
mow and fertilize fields.  Christmas tree growers were 
fertilizing fields and applying herbicides.  Greenhouse 
vegetable and bedding plant growers reported excellent 
sales at the Olympia and Pike Place Farmer’s Markets.  The 
temperatures have remained on the cold side, which 
delayed planting of warm season vegetable crops.  
Commercial blueberry growers were applying fungicides to 
fields.  Livestock producers were busy getting equipment 
ready for the first cutting of forage crops. Some producers 
were hoping the weather would allow for an early cutting 
of hay in early May.   
 
Whatcom:  The weather was drier than the previous week.  
Temperatures were above freezing all week with a high of 
59 degrees.  Farmers were busy on dry days, preparing soil 
for planting.  New plantings of blueberries and raspberries 
were underway.   

 
 
 



Central  
 
Benton:  Cold mornings were still a concern.     
 
Franklin:  A rain storm on Saturday made most fieldwork 
impossible.    
 
Franklin (2nd Report):  The weather was pretty normal for 
the week with a few rain showers and a little wind.  
Potatoes, peas and the beginnings of sweet and field corn 
were being planted.  Timothy hay was emerging.  Most of 
the orchard tree crops were coming in, in full, or going out 
of bloom.  Asparagus cutting was in full swing at the south 
end of the county and just beginning in some of the 
northern fields.   

 
Yakima:  Cherry blooms continued to spread along the 
Yakima Valley to the cooler production areas.  Most apples 
were in the early stages of bloom.  Peaches and nectarines 
were in various stages of petal fall.  More cold evenings 
necessitated frost protection, but no further bud damage 
was reported for apples.   
 
Yakima (2nd Report):  Average temperatures varied from 
6 degrees below normal to 3 degrees above normal, with 
0.05 of an inch of precipitation received.  There were no 
new crop losses due to weather conditions.     

 
Eastern  

 
Asotin:  Warm weather for most of the week allowed 
fieldwork to progress in the higher elevations.  Windy 
weather prevented spraying in some areas.   
 
Asotin/Garfield:  Winter wheat was in good condition, and 
spring planting progressed normally.  Spring crops were 
emerging in many areas.  Temperatures at night were still 
falling below zero.  Frost damage could be a problem with 
some fruit crops.   
  
Garfield:  The weather was the usual—cold, windy and 
showery.  
 
Lincoln:  Crops in most of the county looked good.  A 
significant rain was received that greatly improved soil, 
crop, and pasture conditions.   
 
Pend Oreille:  The high temperature during the week was 
59 degrees and the low was 16 degrees with one day 
receiving a trace of rain.  Pastures began to green up with 
new shoots breaking ground as the weather warmed up.  
Livestock preferred the pasture to hay, so producers 
supplemented hay only in the evenings.  Cattle were 
shedding winter coats.  Hay fields were being harrowed and 
prepared for planting as weather permitted.  Some oats and 
barley were already planted.   
 
Pend Oreille/Spokane:  It was another typical spring 
week.  Weather was a little bit more consistent than the 

previous week.  Tractors were rolling in to the fields once 
everything dried out.  Rain on Saturday halted fieldwork.  
Pasture was growing, and winter wheat continued to look 
pretty good.  Apricot and stone fruits were blooming.  
Cherry trees were not far behind.   
 
Stevens:  Hay was in short supply.  Warm weather is 
needed to encourage grass growth.   
 
Stevens (2nd Report):  Producers continued tillage 
operations in preparation for spring seeding.  Cold 
temperatures limited pasture growth.  Calving was winding 
down on most operations.   
 
Walla Walla:  All week there was good spring weather 
with one day of light rain.  Crops looked good.  Alfalfa was 
growing fast.  Livestock were mostly out on pasture due to 
limited hay supplies.   
 
Walla Walla (2nd Report):  Crops looked good.  Spring 
plantings were delayed due to rain events.  Spring spraying 
was delayed due to frequent winds.   
 
Whitman:  Spring work continued throughout the county.  
Some operations were wrapping up seeding, while 
operations in the east end of the county were just getting 
geared up.  The weather has been seasonable and 
precipitation has been near normal.   

 



Weekly Weather Statistics 
April 16, 2007 

 
  AIR        GROWING DEGREE DAYS    LAST WEEK PRECIP      SEASON CUM PRECIP 

                  TEMPERATURE    -------------------    ----------------      ----------------- 
                  -----------     BASE-50F  BASE-60F   TOTAL               TOTAL         PCT 
STATION          LO  HI AVG DFN   TOT  DFN  TOT  DFN  INCHES    DFN DAYS  INCHES    DFN NORMAL DAYS 
-------          --  --  --  --   --- ----  --- ----   -----   ----  ---   -----   ----  ---   --- 
WEST 
Bellingham Intl  34  60  48  +1     0   -7    0   +0    0.56  -0.07    3   30.07  +2.01  107   129 
Everett          37  59  47  -2     0   -7    0   +0    0.71  +0.06    5   28.63  +0.55  102   128 
Hoquiam          39  57  50  +2     2   -7    0   +0    1.08  -0.01    7   63.13  +5.28  109   144 
Kelso            37  59  48  +0     2  -10    0   +0    0.35  -0.48    4   36.63  -1.27   97   112 
Olympia          32  58  47  +0     0   -7    0   +0    1.06  +0.25    5   51.64  +8.34  119   131 
Seattle-Tacoma   37  61  48  +0     0   -7    0   +0    0.28  -0.28    3   39.98  +8.93  129   123 
Shelton          34  58  46  -4     0  -13    0   +0    1.66  +0.65    6   70.39 +13.57  124   137 
Tacoma WA AP     33  58  46  -4     0   -7    0   +0    0.86  +0.17    6   36.27  +3.21  110   121 
Vancouver WA     35  62  50  +3    10   -2    0   +0    0.58  -0.08    4   33.42  -0.58   98   113 
  
CENTRAL 
Ellensburg       26  62  47  +2     1   -6    0   +0    0.12  -0.02    3    7.34  +0.41  106    69 
Omak AP          22  64  47  +2     7   +0    0   +0    0.04  -0.19    2    6.82  -3.00   69    49 
Stampede Pass    26  50  35  +2     0   +0    0   +0    2.49  +1.27    6   89.89 +20.92  130   137 
Wenatchee        31  61  49  -2     7  -10    0   +0    0.05  -0.11    1    6.71  +0.47  108    47 
Yakima AP        26  63  47  -2     4  -10    0   +0    0.12  -0.02    3    6.29  +0.06  101    49 
  
NORTHEAST 
Colville         24  63  46  +1     3   -4    0   +0    0.37  +0.02    2   11.46  -3.56   76    83 
Deer Park        18  58  43  -2     0   -7    0   +0    0.44  +0.13    3   15.23  +1.89  114    91 
Republic         18  59  43  +1     0   -3    0   +0    0.14  -0.09    2   10.67  +0.74  107    60 
Spokane AP       29  58  45  -1     0   -7    0   +0    0.36  +0.08    3   11.90  +0.05  100    82 
  
EAST_CENTRAL 
Ephrata          25  60  47  -4     4  -14    0   +0    0.29  +0.17    3    5.92  +0.43  108    57 
Moses Lake       22  62  49  -2     6  -12    0   +0    0.18  +0.06    2    5.17  -0.32   94    56 
Quincy           27  65  48  -2     7   -9    0   +0    0.24  +0.10    2    6.52  +0.56  109    45 
Ritzville        26  65  45  -2     4   -3    0   +0    0.48  +0.27    3    9.02  +0.51  106    70 
  
SOUTHEAST 
Hanford          29  67  51  -3    16  -16    0   -3    0.22  +0.12    2    3.87  -1.27   75    41 
Pasco            28  72  52  -2    21   -8    0   -1    0.22  +0.14    3    5.93  +0.17  103    61 
Pullman          29  60  44  -2     0   -7    0   +0    0.82  +0.47    4   13.84  -1.87   88    88 
Walla Walla Rgn  36  68  50  -2     9  -14    0   +0    0.55  +0.13    3   14.79  +0.04  100    77 
Whitman Mission  28  71  49  -2    13   -5    0   -3    0.41  +0.13    2   10.56  +0.45  104    80 
  
WESTERN IDAHO PANHANDLE 
Lewiston ID      37  69  51  +2    19   -1    0   +0    0.35  +0.07    3    6.83  -0.99   87    67 

 
                                                                                                                               
Summary based on NWS data. 
Season Cumulative Precip Starts: Friday September 1, 2006 
DFN = Departure From Normal (Using 1961-90 Normals Period). 
NA = Data Unavailable 

                                                       
Precipitation (rain or melted snow/ice) in inches. Precipitation Days = 
Days with precip of 0.01 inch or more. 
Air Temperatures in Degrees Fahrenheit. 
Copyright 2006:  AWIS, Inc.  All Rights Reserved. 

  

National weather summary: http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/reports/waobr/weather/2006/summary/weth1606.pdf 
Washington Agricultural Statistics Service website: http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Washington 
E-mail: nass-wa@nass.usda.gov 
 
Free e-mail subscriptions are available via automated mailing list for National and State reports. You can subscribe to individual 
reports and they will be sent directly to your e-mail address soon after the official release time.  Subscribe at: 
http://www.nass.usda.gov/sub-form.htm 
 


