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2008 Washington Apple Production Up 4 Percent from Last Year
Wine Grape Production Surpasses Last Year’s Record

Olympia - “Washington’s first production estimate
for the 2008 apple crop is 5.40 billion pounds, up 4
percent from last year but 3 percent below 2006,”
stated David Knopf with USDA’S National
Agricultural Statistics Service. Washington makes
up 59 percent of the U.S. total.

Apples: The initial 2008 U.S. apple production
forecast is set at 9.17 billion pounds, slightly more
than the 2007 crop year and down 7 percent from
2006. Multiple spring freezes and summer
hailstorms damaged orchards across the Nation,
however, trees in most areas of the U.S. experienced
a recovery from the devastating growing weather in
2007.

Production in the Western States (AZ, CA, CO, ID,
OR, UT, and WA) is forecast at 5.99 billion pounds,
up 4 percent from 2007 but down 3 percent from
2006. Washington production, which makes up 59
percent of the U.S. total, is forecast at 5.40 billion
pounds, up 4 percent from 2007 but down 3 percent
from 2006. Most Washington orchards rebounded
from the poor 2007 growing year. Furthermore, the
frost occurrence did not affect bloom in the later
maturing varieties. However, the late spring is
expected to delay maturity and reduce sizing of the
Red Delicious and Gala varieties. Oregon’s apple
production forecast is set at 170 million pounds, up
26 percent from 2007 and up 13 percent from 2006.
Yields increased in both the Washington-Oregon
border and the western part of the State as growers
recouped production losses from the 2007 crop year.
Furthermore, the late-maturing varieties, which are
most of Oregon’s apples, avoided the adverse spring
weather. Apple production in California is forecast
at 320 million pounds, a decrease of 7 percent from
2007 and a decrease of 10 percent from 2006. An
April frost and declining bearing acreage contributed
to the reduced yields from 2007.

The apple forecast in New York, at 1.15 billion

pounds, is 12 percent less than the 2007 estimate and
down 9 percent from 2006. From Lake Ontario
through the Hudson Valley, summer hailstorms
wrecked apple production. Hudson Valley growers
reported good apple size but poor quality, with most
apples expected to go for processing. Pennsylvania’s
forecast, at 400 million pounds, is 15 percent lower
than both 2007 and 2006. Continuous wet weather
increased the incidence of insects and disease
throughout the State. Despite good sizing for this
time of year, quality is expected to be low.
Virginia’s forecast of 230 million pounds is up 7
percent from the 2007 estimate and 5 percent higher
than 2006. Excellent growing weather during bud
and bloom development has increased expectations
of high yields. A mild winter and adequate summer
precipitation have bolstered improved production
levels.

Michigan’s production forecast is 540 million
pounds, down 30 percent from 2007 and 39 percent
below 2006. Late spring frosts damaged buds and
blossoms throughout the State, and hailstorms
further reduced yields in the Grand Rapids growing
area. The crop is expected to mature on time.

Pears: U.S. pear production for 2008 is forecast at
821,750 tons, down 6 percent from last year and 2
percent below 2006. Bartlett pear production for
California, Oregon, and Washington is forecast at
408,000 tons, 7 percent above the June forecast but 4
percent less than a year ago. Other pear production
in the Pacific Coast States is expected to total
394,000 tons, 8 percent below last year but 2 percent
above 2006.

Bartlett production for California is forecast at
200,000 tons, up 14 percent from the June forecast
but virtually unchanged from 2007. The mid-April
freeze caused less damage than originally assessed.
Most damage was reported in the Mendocino-Lake
regions. In Washington, Bartlett production is



forecast at 150,000 tons, equal to the June forecast
but 8 percent below the previous season. Bad
weather during pollination and a long and difficult
frost season hindered the crop. In April, nighttime
temperatures dropped below freezing. Unfavorable
weather conditions have delayed harvest by up to
two weeks.

Other pear production in Washington is forecast at
205,000 tons, 14 percent below a year ago but 5
percent above 2006. Growers experienced an
extended cold spring, a difficult frost season and
poor pollination. In Oregon, other pear production is
forecast at 145,000 tons, 1 percent below last year
and 5 percent below 2006. Growers along the
Washington border reported production decreases,
while many producers near the California border are
expecting increased production.

Grapes: U.S. grape production is forecast at 7.20
million tons, up 3 percent from 2007 and 13 percent
above 2006. California leads the U.S. in grape
production with 89 percent of the total. Washington
and New York are the next largest producing States,
with 5 percent and 2 percent, respectively.
California’s all grape forecast, at 6.40 million tons,
is up 6 percent from the July forecast and 3 percent
above 2007. Washington growers expect to harvest
375,000 tons, virtually unchanged from a year ago.
New York’s forecast, at 165,000 tons, is 8 percent
below last year.

Washington’s production is forecast at 375,000 tons,
virtually unchanged from a year ago. Wine grape
production is forecast at 135,000 tons, 6 percent
above 2007. If realized, this will be Washington’s
largest wine grape crop on record, surpassing last
year’s record crop. The increase in production is
mostly due to more acreage coming into full
production. The juice type grape forecast, at 240,000
tons, is 4 percent below the 2007 crop. Colder than
normal temperatures lingered late into the season
with frosts occurring in April.

California’s wine type grape production is expected
to total 3.40 million tons, 53 percent of California’s
total grape crop. The production forecast for wine
type varieties is 6 percent above the July forecast

and up 3 percent from a year ago. Growers have
reported improved prospects since July. Overall,
bunch counts are down slightly from 2007 but some
varieties saw improvement. The varieties with the
most significant increases were Chenin Blanc and
Viognier.

Prunes and Plums: Washington’s production is
forecast at 4,800 tons, up 14 percent from 2007 but
11 percent below the 2006 level. The increased
yields in Washington plum and prune orchards are
due to a recovery from a poor 2007 growing season.
While a mid-April freeze and poor pollination were
expected to decrease production, most orchards are
unaffected. Oregon’s forecast, at 9,000 tons, is 200
percent above last year but 14 percent below 2006.
Orchards on the western part of Oregon have
rebounded from last year’s devastating growing
season, thereby accounting for much of the increase
in production. Orchards along the Washington
border have also increased their yields from last
year. The Idaho forecast is 2,700 tons, up 50 percent
from 2007 and 35 percent from 2006. Idaho orchards
increased their yields and rebounded from a poor
2007 growing season. Furthermore, most Idaho
prune and plum orchards did not suffer damages
from spring freezes and a July hailstorm.

Peaches: The August 2008 forecast of U.S. peach
production is 1.09 million tons, down less than 1
percent from the July 1 forecast and 3 percent below
2007. In Washington, many growers reported frost
damage and pollination problems due to cold, windy
weather. Forecasted production remains unchanged
from July 1 but is down 8 percent from a year ago.
The U.S. Freestone crop, as of August 1, is forecast
at 713,850 tons, down less than 1 percent from last
month but 14 percent above last year. The California
Freestone forecast, which is carried forward from
July 1, at 430,000 tons, is down 4 percent from 2007
but 22 percent above the 2006 crop. California’s
Clingstone forecast, also carried forward from July
1, is 380,000 tons, down 24 percent from last season
but 6 percent above 2006.
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