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Washington’s 2012 Apple Production Up 5 Percent from Last Year 
Grape Production Expected to Increase 31 Percent from 2011 

 
 
Olympia – “Washington’s first production estimate for the 2012 apple crop is 5.70 billion pounds, up 5 percent 
from last year.  The State’s 2012 grape crop benefited from milder winter and spring conditions and is expected to 
increase 31 percent over last year’s crop that was damaged by an early fall freeze,” stated David Knopf with 
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service. 
 
Apples: The United States apple forecast for the 2012 crop year is 8.06 billion pounds, down 14 percent from last 
year.  Production in the Western States (Arizona, California, Colorado, Idaho, Oregon, Utah, and Washington) is 
forecast at 6.21 billion pounds, up 6 percent from last year. Washington growers experienced a milder growing 
season without losses from freezes or frost and good pollination weather.  Hail damage in July will reduce the size 
of the fresh market crop from earlier industry expectations.  Washington production is forecast at 5.70 billion 
pounds, an increase of 5 percent from 2011.  Production in Oregon is up from last year, contrary to the typical 
alternate bearing pattern.  Oregon production is expected to total 115.0 million pounds, an increase of 24 percent 
from last year.  Production in the Eastern States (Connecticut, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont, Virginia, and West Virginia) is 
forecast at 1.60 billion pounds, down 31 percent from last year. New York production is expected to total 290.0 
million pounds, down 52 percent from 2011.  New York producers reported significant losses due to adverse 
weather conditions.  A warm spring season prompted trees to begin budding earlier than usual.  Immediately 
following the warm spell in March, multiple freezes in April damaged many of the buds.  In July, drought 
conditions hampered most of the remaining production.  In North Carolina, production is expected to be down 
significantly from last year due to a late freeze, hail damage, and flooding.  North Carolina production is 
extepected to total 40.0 million pounds, down 71 percent from 2011.  Production in the Central States (Illinois, 
Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, Tennessee, and Wisconsin) is forecast at 252.0 
million pounds, a decrease of 79 percent from 2011.  The Michigan crop was severely hampered by multiple 
significant frosts in April as well as high temperatures and very dry conditions throughout the growing season.   
Michigan production is estimated at 105.0 million pounds, down 89 percent from last year.  Ohio production was 
greatly diminished this year due to a damaging frost during bloom time.  Ohio producers are expecting a crop of 
39.6 million pounds, a decrease of 41 percent from last year.   
 
Pears: United States pear production for 2012 is forecast at 878,500 tons, down 8 percent from last year. Bartlett 
pear production for California, Oregon, and Washington is forecast at 408,000 tons, 5 percent below a year ago.  
Other pear production in the Pacific Coast States is expected to total 465,000 tons, 8 percent below last year. In 
California, Bartlett harvest began in the Sacramento valley by mid-July.  Quality and sizing were reported to be 
good with no unusual pest or disease pressure reported.  Other pear harvest began in mid-July, which is slightly 
ahead of the previous year.  Quality was reported to be good.  The California Bartlett crop is estimated at 170,000 
tons, down 13 percent from last year.  The other pear crop in California is estimated at 50,000 tons compared to 
57,000 tons in 2011.  Washington producers reported mild spring weather conditions with no losses from frost.  
However, several producers reported reduced production of D’anjou and Bosc varieties due to poor weather 
during pollination.  Reports of hail and wind damage during June and July were common.  Several producers 
reported lower production expectations due to fire blight.  Washington producers are expecting Bartlett 
production to total 180,000 tons, a decrease of 4 percent from 2011.  Other pear production is estimated at 
240,000 tons, a decrease of 11 percent from last year.  Oregon growers reported good pollination and bloom 
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weather.   Oregon producers expect 2012 Bartlett pear productin to total 58,000 tons, an increase of 23 percent 
from last year.  Other pear production in Oregon is expected to decrease 3 percent from 2011 to 175,000 tons.   
 
Grapes: United States grape production for 2012 is forecast at 7.30 million tons, down 1 percent from last year. 
California leads the United States in grape production with 90 percent of the total. Washington and New York are 
the next largest producing States, with 6 percent and 2 percent, respectively. California’s wine type grape 
production is forecast at 3.70 million tons, up 9 percent from 2011 and represents 56 percent of California’s total 
grape crop.  California’s raisin type grape production is forecast at 1.90 million tons, down 13 percent from last 
year and represents 29 percent of California’s total grape crop.  California’s table type grape production is 
forecast at 1.00 million tons, down 3 percent from the previous year.  California vineyards saw warm and dry 
growing conditions this spring.  Mildew and European Grapevine Moth pressure have been low this year.  Bunch 
counts for the Thompson grape variety were down significantly from 2011.  In Washington, a warm dry spring 
along with mild winter conditions significantly improved production expectations over last year.  Wine grape 
production is expected to increase 30 percent from 2011 to a record high 185,000 tons and juice grape production 
is expected to increase 32 percent from last year to 230,000 tons.  The previous record for Washington wine grape 
production was 160,000 tons set in 2010.  New York, as well as other grape producing states in the Great Lakes 
region, reported significant yield reductions compared with last year due to freezing temperatures during April.  
Damage to the crop was compounded by the fact that vine development was ahead of normal following a mild 
winter.  New York grape producers are expecting a crop of 115,000 tons, a decrease of 39 percent from 2011.  
The Pennsylvania crop is expected to total 54,000 tons, down 41 percent from last year. 
 
Peaches: United States peach production is forecast at 1.02 million tons, down 5 percent from 2011. California 
experienced an adequate number of chilling hours, thus benefiting the Freestone crop.  Cool weather and rain 
during the spring also aided the crop.  Higher labor costs and a lack of workers to thin the Clingstone crop were a 
concern for growers as the good crop set required a great deal of thinning.  Harvest is well underway.  Sizes are 
reported to be small, resulting in slightly lower production from a year ago.  Washington producers are expecting 
the 2012 peach crop to total 12,000 tons, a decrease of 9 percent from last year.  In South Carolina, 91 percent of 
the crop had been harvested as of July 29, well ahead of the 5-year average of 70 percent.  Scattered hail storms 
were reported during the season causing some damage, especially for upstate producers.   South Carolina 
producers are expecting production to total 80,000 tons, a decrease of 16 percent from 2011. 
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