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WASHINGTON AND U.S. SWEET CHERRY PRODUCTION HIGHER 
 
OLYMPIA, Wash., June 28, 2012 – U.S. sweet cherry production is forecast at 382,150 tons, up 11 
percent from 2011.  Washington growers reported excellent weather this year.  Winter conditions were 
moderate and warm spring conditions allowed for an excellent bloom and resulted in good pollination.  
California growers reported a good growing season, with little adverse weather during the critical 
bloom and developmental periods.  Idaho growers reported favorable growing conditions for their crop.  
In Michigan, record high temperatures early in the spring caused a premature development of trees.  
This was followed by below normal temperatures and continual frost events later in the season, leading 
to a significantly smaller crop than normal.  New York growers reported that warm temperatures in 
March followed by freezing temperatures in April drastically reduced their production potential.  Most 
Oregon growers reported a very good bloom and good pollination levels.  The Utah crop is rebounding 
from last year’s frost damaged season. 
 
 
 

U.S. TART CHERRY PRODUCTION DOWN 68 PERCENT 
 
U.S. tart cherry production is forecast at 73.1 million pounds, down 68 percent from the 2011 
production.  In Michigan, normally the largest producing State, record high temperatures in early spring 
led to premature development of trees.  This was followed by below normal temperatures and continual 
frost events throughout the State.  Additionally, pollination conditions were poor.  The majority of 
growers lost all of their harvestable crop this year.  In Washington, winter conditions were moderate 
and warm spring conditions allowed for an excellent bloom.  Weather during the bloom period was 
mild, allowing for good pollination.  Production in Utah is expected to be similar to last year’s level.  
All areas of New York were hit extremely hard with freezing temperatures that followed warm March 
weather.  This weather sequence resulted in a record low production forecast.  Production prospects in 
Pennsylvania are below last year due to spring frost.  Oregon growers reported a good blossom set and 
pollination levels.  In Wisconsin, early warm spring temperatures caused trees to bud, followed by 
several days with temperatures below freezing at night. 
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Sweet Cherries: Total Production by State & United States, 2010-2011 & Forecasted 2012 

STATE 
TOTAL PRODUCTION 

2010 2011 2012    
 Tons 

California 97,000 75,000 85,000
Idaho 1,900 2,800 4,000
Michigan 15,100 18,600 3,300
Montana 1/ 2,470 2,015
New York 1,000 700 250
Oregon 38,150 43,200 53,000
Utah 1,100 800 1,600
Washington 156,000 200,000 235,000
TOTAL 312,720 343,115 382,150

 1/ The first estimate for 2012 sweet cherries in Montana will be published in the January 2013 Noncitrus Fruits and Nuts 
2012 Preliminary Summary. 

  

 
 

Tart Cherry: Total Production by State & United States, 2010-2011 & Forecasted 2012 

STATE 
TOTAL PRODUCTION 

2010 2010 2012    
 Million Pounds 

Michigan 135.0 157.5 5.5
New York 7.8 5.9 1.1
Oregon 1.2 2.5 2.5
Pennsylvania 2.3 3.2 2.5
Utah 23.0 35.0 34.0
Washington 15.4 20.9 27.0
Wisconsin 5.7 6.7 0.5
TOTAL 190.4 231.7 73.1
 
 

To access the entire release, including the complete narrative and tables, point to 
http://www.nass.usda.gov/wa/press/swtchery.pdf 
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Find agricultural statistics for Washington State at www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Washington 
 


