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Washington’s 2012 Winter Wheat Yield Third Highest on Record 
One-third of the Acreage Has Been Harvested 

 

Olympia – The August 1 forecast for the 2012 winter wheat crop in Washington is 71.0 bushels per acre, 2 
bushels above the July 1 forecast and 4 bushels below last year’s record high yield. With 1.67 million acres for harvest, 
production is expected to reach 119 million bushels, 9 percent below last year’s crop.  Estimates in the Crop 
Production report released today by the National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) were based on conditions as of 
August 1.  “As of August 1, harvest stood at 34 percent complete compared with a five year average of 40 percent.  
Warmer than normal temperatures during July helped advance the maturity of the crop, but growers are slightly behind 
on harvest due to the effects of the cool spring weather.” stated David Knopf, Director of the Washington Field Office. 

 
Spring wheat yields are forecast to be 56.0 bushels per acre, up 1 bushel from July and 6 bushels lower than the 2011 
yield. Production is forecast at 26.6 million bushels, down 30 percent from last year.  Acres for harvest totaled 475,000 
acres, 23 percent below 2011.  
 
Barley yields are expected to average 72.0 bushels per acre, 2 bushels below last year.  With 150,000 acres for harvest, 
production is expected to be 10.8 million bushels, 27 percent above last year.  
 
Corn for grain production in Washington is forecast at 28.13 million bushels from 125,000 acres with an average 225 
bushels per acre, the same yield and production level as 2011.    
 
Alfalfa hay yields are expected to average 5.0 tons per acre, down from 5.2 tons per acre in 2011.  Production was 
forecast at 2.0 million tons, 1 percent above last year.  Other hay yields are forecast to average 2.9 tons per acre, down 
from 3.5 tons last year. Other hay production of 1.13 million tons, is 19 percent lower than 2011.  Washington total 
hay production is expected to be 3.13 million tons, down 7 percent from 2011.  
 
Dry edible beans are expected to yield an average of 1,600 pounds (clean basis) per acre, 300 pounds less than 2011.  
Acreage for harvest, at 115,000 acres, is up 38,000 acres from 2011.  Large Garbanzos continue to be the leading 
variety, and growers planted 64,500 acres, up 16,500 acres from last year.  Production for all classes of dry beans is 
forecast at 1.84 million cwt, 26 percent above last year’s 1.46 million cwt. 
 
Hop production in Washington is estimated at 49.6 million pounds from 24,237 acres.  Average yield is forecast at 
2,045 pounds compared with 2,200 in 2011.  Newly planted hops and a shift to aroma varieties contributed to 
decreased yields. Nationally, hop production is forecast to be 61.5 million pounds, down 5 percent from 2011. 
 
Nationally, winter wheat production is forecast at 1.68 billion bushels, up 1 percent from last month and up 13 
percent from 2011.  The U.S. yield is forecast at record high 48.0 bushels per acre, up 0.3 bushel from last month and 
up 1.8 bushels from last year.   White Winter is up 2 percent from last month and now totals 236 million bushels.  Of 
this total, 13.9 million bushels are Hard White and 221.7 million bushels are Soft White wheat.  Other Spring wheat 
production in the United States is forecast at 500 million bushels, up 10 percent from last year.    
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FIELD CROP SUMMARY, AUGUST 1, 2012 

CROP 

WASHINGTON PACIFIC NW 1/ UNITED STATES

Area Harvested 
Unit 

Yield Production Production Production 

2011 2012 2011 2012 2011 2012 2011 2012 2011 2012 

 1,000 Acres    1,000 1,000 1,000 

Winter Wheat 1,730 1,670 Bu. 75.0 71.0 129,750 118,570 256,415 236,190 1,493,677 1,682,726

Spring Wheat 615 475 Bu. 62.0 56.0 38,130 26,600 101,200 65,723 455,188 499,510

Barley 115 150 Bu. 74.0 72.0 8,510 10,800 57,410 65,910 155,780 221,019

Corn, Grain 125 125 Bu. 225 225 28,125 28,125 2/ 2/ 12,358,412 10,778,589

Hops 23.32 24.24 Lbs. 2,200 2,045 51,308.1 49,564.7 64,781.6 64,456.6 64,781.6 64,456.6

All Hay 780 790 Tons 4.3 4.0 3,376 3,131 11,758 11,109 131,144 120,343

Alfalfa Hay 380 400 Tons 5.2 5.0 1,976 2,000 8,076 7,780 65,332 54,895

Other Hay 400 390 Tons 3.5 2.9 1,400 1,131 3,682 3,329 65,812 65,448

Dry Beans 77.0 115.0 Cwt. 19.0 16.0 1,463 1,840 3,497 4,719 19,833 27,016

Potatoes, Fall 160 165 Cwt. 615.0 3/ 98,400 3/ 248,812 3/ 427,406 3/
1/ Includes Oregon, Idaho, and Washington. 
2/ Individual state level estimates will be published in the “Crop Production 2012 Summary.” 
3/ First production forecast November 9, 2012.   
 

         Winter Wheat Harvested Acreage, Yield, and Production, 2011-2012 

State 

Area Harvested Yield Production

2011 2012 2011 
2012

2011 2012 
Jul 1 Aug 1 

 1,000 Acres Bushels 1,000 Bushels 

Washington 1,730 1,670 75.0 69.0 71.0 129,750 118,570

Oregon 825 780 77.0 72.0 73.0 63,525 56,940

Idaho 770 740 82.0 82.0 82.0 63,140 60,680

Pacific NW 3,325 3,190 77.1 72.7 74.0 256,415 236,190

Colorado 2,000 2,250 39.0 37.0 37.0 78,000 83,250
Kansas 7,900 9,000 35.0 44.0 43.0 276,500 387,000

Montana 2,190 2,140 41.0 38.0 38.0 89,790 81,320

Nebraska 1,450 1,320 45.0 42.0 42.0 65,250 55,440

Ohio 850 525 58.0 67.0 67.0 49,300 35,175

Oklahoma 3,200 4,200 22.0 37.0 37.0 70,400 155,400

Texas 1,900 2,950 26.0 31.0 31.0 49,400 91,450

U.S. Total 32,314 35,023 46.2 47.7 48.0 1,493,677 1,682,726
 

Wheat: Production by Class, United States, 2009-2012 1/ 

Year 
Winter Spring 

Hard 
Red 

Soft 
Red 

Hard 
White 

Soft 
White 

All 
White 

Hard 
Red 

Hard 
White 

Soft 
White 

All 
White 

Durum Total 

 1,000 Bushels 

2009 919,015 403,563 18,128 182,012 200,140 547,933 7,865 28,613 36,478 109,042 2,216,171

2010 1,018,337 237,804 13,496 215,599 229,095 569,975 9,256 36,744 46,000 107,180 2,208,391
2011 780,089 457,535 12,368 243,685 256,053 397,689 11,878 45,621 57,499 50,482 1,999,347

2012 1,012,141 435,059 13,867 221,659 235,526 462,582 7,221 29,707 36,928 86,010 2,268,246
         1/   Wheat class estimates are based on the latest available data including both survey and administrative data. The previous end-of-                        
 season class percentages are used throughout the forecast season for States that do not have survey or administrative data available.   
          

To access the entire release, including the complete narrative and tables point to:     
http://www.nass.usda.gov/wa/press/wwhtaug.pdf 

 
 


