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Washington’s Forecasted 2008 Winter Wheat Production Up Slightly from 2007 

 
 OLYMPIA, Wash. July 11, 2008 – Based on July 1, 2008 conditions, winter wheat production in Washington 
is expected to reach 109.7 million bushels, up 1 percent from the 2007 crop.  An increase in harvested area, from 1.69 
million acres in 2007 to 1.77 million acres in 2008, was enough to offset a 2.0 bushel reduction in average yield per 
acre.  Harvest has begun in a few southern fields and fields are turning rapidly in other areas. 
 
Spring wheat production was estimated at 22.8 million bushels, 11 percent above the 2007 crop.  A cool, wet spring 
followed by high temperatures resulted in a reduction in average yields from 46.0 bushels per acre to 37.0 bushels.  
This is the lowest average yield since 1981.  An estimated 615,000 acres are expected to be harvested this year 
compared with 447,000 acres last year which helped push production above 2007.  
 
Barley production was estimated at 10.7 million bushels, 21 percent below last year.  Both harvested area and average 
yield are below last year.  Growers are expected to harvest 195,000 acres and receive an average yield of 55.0 bushels 
per acre. 
 
Total wheat production in the Pacific Northwest, including Washington, Oregon and Idaho, was pegged at 282.0 
million bushels, an increase of 9 percent from 2007.  Winter wheat production was 7 percent above last year and spring 
wheat was 16 percent above 2007. 
 
David Knopf, Director of the National Agricultural Statistics’ Washington Field Office, stated, “Washington’s winter 
wheat crop looks average while the fluctuating temperatures in the spring adversely affected the spring wheat crop”. 
 
Estimates of winter wheat and barley planted by varieties for 2008 were also issued today.  Copies of the variety 
reports are available on our web page or upon request.  The next production estimates for wheat and barley will be 
published August 12, 2008. 
 

Wheat & Barley:  Area Harvested, Yield, & Production, 2007-2008, July 1 
Washington Pacific NW 1/ United States 

Harvested Yield Production Production Production Crop 
2007  2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 

 1,000 Acres Bushels 1,000 Bushels 
Wheat:     
  Winter 1,690 1,770 64 62 108,160 109,740 200,415 215,070 1,515,989 1,864,245
  Spring 447 615 46 37 20,562 22,755 57,522 66,945 479,047 506,568
Barley 225 195 60 55 13,500 10,725 59,991 53,895 211,825 217,819
1/ Includes Oregon, Idaho, and Washington.   
 

To access the entire release, including the complete narrative and tables, point to: 
http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Washington/Publications/Current_News_Releases/wwhtjuly.pdf 

 Find agricultural statistics for your county, State, and the Nation at: 
www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Washington/ 

Posted online July 11, 2008 



Winter Wheat Harvested Acreage, Yield, and Production, 2006-2008 
Acres Harvested Yield Production 

State 
2007 2008 2007 June 2008 July 2008 2006 2007 2008 

 Acres Bushels 1,000 Bushels 
Washington 1,690 1,770 64.0 63 62 118,800 108,160 109,740

Oregon 735 770 55.0 60 60 38,690 40,425 46,200
Idaho 710 810 73.0 73 73 54,670 51,830 59,130

Pacific NW 3,135 3,350 63.9 64.8 64.2 212,160 200,415 215,070
Kansas 8,600 9,400 33.0 38 39 291,200 283,800 366,600

Oklahoma 3,500 4,500 28.0 35 38 81,600 98,000 171,000
Montana 2,190 2,450 38.0 35 37 82,560 83,220 90,650
Colorado 2,350 2,000 40.0 30 28 39,900 94,000 56,000

Texas 3,800 3,500 37.0 30 30 33,600 140,600 105,000
Nebraska 1,960 1,700 43.0 43 42 61,200 84,280 71,400

Ohio 730 1,050 63.0 67 67 65,280 45,990 70,350
10 States 26,265 27,950 41.3 40.2 41.0 867,500 1,030,305 1,146,070

U.S. Total 35,952 40,252 42.2 45.3 46.3 1,298,081 1,515,989 1,864,245
 

 
Wheat: Production by Class, United States, 2003-2008 1/ 2/ 

Winter Spring 

Year Hard 
Red 

Soft 
Red 

Hard 
White 

2/ 

Soft 
White 

2/ 

All 
White 

Hard 
Red 

Hard 
White 

2/ 

Soft 
White 

2/ 

All 
White Durum Total 

 1,000 Bushels 
2003 1,070,996 380,435  265,290 499,674 31,728 96,637 2,344,760
2004 856,211 380,305  262,918 525,467 43,451 89,893 2,158,245
2005 929,820 309,021 25,279 235,009 260,288 466,587 4,530 33,339 37,869 101,105 2,104,690
2006 682,079 390,165 13,284 212,553 225,837 432,339 6,226 21,915 28,141 53,475 1,812,036
2007 961,588 357,897 21,460 175,044 196,504 448,904 5,589 24,554 30,143 71,686 2,066,722
2008 1,040,021 606,513 23,300 194,411 217,711 470,502 6,299 29,767 36,066 89,873 2,460,686

   1/     Wheat class estimates are based on the latest available data including both survey and administrative data. The previous  
    end-of-season class percentages are used throughout the forecast season for States that do not have survey or administrative data available.   
   2/   Individual Hard White and Soft White estimates not available prior to 2005.   

 
Winter Wheat: Heads per Square Foot 1/, Selected States, 2003-2008 

State & Month 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2/ 

 Number 
CO            July 38.9 32.8 44.1 34.6 41.3 37.8 
                Final 38.4 32.1 44.2 34.5 41.5 2/ 
KS           July 50.4 41.2 47.8 39.9 43.5 44.7 
                Final 50.6 41.4 47.8 39.9 43.6 2/ 
MT          July 44.5 40.2 48.7 42.1 38.5 38.6 
                Final 42.9 40.4 48.9 42.9 38.1 2/ 
OK          July 46.8 40.5 39.4 31.7 42.8 41.8 
               Final 46.8 40.5 39.4 31.7 42.8 2/ 
TX          July 36.3 31.7 32.4 29.1 38.5 30.6 
               Final 36.3 31.7 32.5 29.1 38.5 2/ 
WA        July 37.2 36.4 39.3 38.5 38.9 38.4 
              Final 36.6 36.7 39.8 37.9 38.1 2/ 

1/ Based on the number of heads counted in plots selected for the objective yield survey.   
2/ Final head counts will be published in the “Small Grains 2008 Summary” in September 2008.   
 

 


