Rural Community Investment and
Lending

The WVRDC is leading an effort to develop
the West Virginia Community Development
Partnership (WVCDP), an initiative to
strengthen non-profit, community and
economic development organizations. The
Partnership is exploring the need to develop
new community development corporations,
broker technical and planning assistance to
new and existing organizations, network
and seed micro-lenders and other
community based lenders. In 2001, the
project:

e Received a $24,680 grant to continue the
research and development of the WVCDP.

e Surveyed 200 community-based
organizations to determine needs and
potential services.

e Convened three regional focus groups of
statewide service providers, microlenders
and nonprofit organizations

Other Collaborative Initiatives

The WVRDC is collaborating with the
Benedum Foundation on a proposal to the
National Rural Funders Collaborative
(NRFC). The proposal was chosen from 284
applications as one of 20 finalists to submit
full proposals the NRFC. NRFC will distribute
$1,000,000 in grants to benefit rural
communities and families facing persistent
poverty.
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