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SLAUGHTER:  Commercial Red Meat Production, 1/ 1999-2004  

Year Jan. Feb. Mar. April May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Total 2/

 (000) Pounds 
1999 1,100 700 700 500 600 500 500 800 900 1,400 1,200 1,000 9,800 
2000    900 600 600 500 400 400 400 600 700 1,400 1,000 1,000 8,400 
2001    700 600 600 500 500 300 300 500 600 1,200 1,000    800 7,600 
2002    800 500 400 500 400 300 400 500 800 1,200 1,100    900 7,700 
2003    800 400 500 500 300 300 300 500 700 1,100    800    800 7,100 
2004 700 600 500 400 300 300 300 500 700 1,000 900 800 7,000  

                       1/ Includes total beef, veal, pork and lamb and mutton in commercial plants.  Excludes farm slaughter and custom slaughter.   
                       2/ Totals may not add due to rounding. 

 
COMMERCIAL LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER 1/:  Number of Head and Live Weight, 1995-2004 

Cattle Hogs  
Live Weight 

 
Live Weight Year  

Head  
Average 

 
Total 2/

 
Head  

Average 
 

Total 2/
 

 
 

Number 
 

Pounds (000) Lbs. Number Pounds 
 

(000) Lbs. 
1995 16,900 932 15,720 15,900 357 5,681 
1996 20,400 853 17,420 14,200 344 4,892 
1997 16,700 851 14,180 10,100 320 3,229 
1998 14,300 889 12,695 11,000 308 3,403 
1999 14,800 892 13,235 12,800 309 3,970 

       
2000 11,800 949 11,210 10,500 285 2,978 
2001 10,800 942 10,138 9,200 266 2,442 
2002 11,000 936 10,267 9,600 256 2,456 
2003 10,400 939 9,761 8,800 249 2,183 
2004 9,600 953 9,166 8,300 256 2,134  

                 1/ Includes slaughter in federally inspected and in custom slaughter plants, but excludes animals slaughtered on farms.  Sheep and lambs  
      and calves not published to avoid disclosing individual operations.  2/ Totals may not add due to rounding. 

  
                   SLAUGHTER:  Number of Federally Inspected Plants and Head Slaughtered,  

                  By Size Group, United States, 2004 1/
 

 
Size Group 

 
Number 
of Plants 

 
Thousand 

Head 
 

Size Group 
 

Number 
of Plants 

 
Thousand 

Head  
Cattle 

 
Hogs  

1-999 511 160.0 1-999 418 137.9  
1,000-9,999 95 313.9 1,000-9,999 124 355.5  
10,000-49,999 20 576.5 10,000-99,999 70 2,800.1  
50,000-99,999  8 628.8 100,000-249,999 12 2,017.2  
100,000-199,999 14 2,078.8 250,000-499,999 7 2,544.8  
200,000-299,999 9 2,179.9 500,000-999,999 5 3,587.3  
300,000-499,999 13 5,163.8 1,000,000-1,999,999 6 10,772.2  
500,000-999,999 6 4,354.0 2,000,000-2,999,999  9 20,701.6  
1,000,000+ 13 16,562.2 3,000,000-3,999,999 4 14,219.0  
   4,000,000+ 9 44,570.7  
Total 2/ 689 32,017.8 Total 2/ 664 101,706.1 

Calves Sheep and Lambs 
1-99 166 2.3 1-999 421 43.7 
100-999 36 14.2 1,000-9,999 62 212.6 
1,000-9,999 16 72.2 10,000-24,999 7 128.5 
10,000-24,999 3  49.4 25,000-99,999 3 143.4 
25,000-49,999 8 311.6 100,000-249,999 3 526.0 
50,000+ 5 369.6 250,000+ 4 1,612.5 
       
Total 2/ 234 819.3 Total 2/ 500 2,666.6  

            1/ Includes data from week ending January 10, 2004, through January 1, 2005.  2/ Totals may not add due to rounding. 


