
2008 Crop Production Review 
Cool weather and frequent precipitation in the spring left many fields saturated, delaying planting and slowing crop emergence. In 
early June, severe storms with heavy rain and high winds prevented fieldwork and left standing water in many fields in Central and 
Southern Wisconsin. Through most of the summer crops were rated mostly good to excellent as soils dried out. By mid-August, pro-
ducers were hoping for rain and warmth. Spotty rain showers in late August and early September were not enough in many areas to 
prevent stress to corn, soybeans, alfalfa, and pastures. Warm weather in the fall gave crop development a final boost and allowed crops 
to mature before a hard frost.  
 
Corn 

Wisconsin farmers planted 3.80 million acres to corn in 2008, a 6 percent decrease the previous year. Of those acres planted, 2.88 mil-
lion were harvested for grain with a yield of 137.0 bushels per acre. This year’s corn crop produced 395 million bushels. Silage area 
harvested increased 130,000 acres, reaching 875,000 acres in 2008. Corn silage acres yielded 17.5 tons per acre for 2008, up 1.5 tons. 
Silage production was 15.3 million tons, compared to 11.9 million tons in 2007. 
 
Nationally, farmers planted 86.0 million acres to corn in 2008, an 8 percent decrease from 2007. Corn acres harvested for grain yielded 
153.9 bushels per acre, up 3.2 bushels a year earlier. The 2008 yield is the second highest on record, behind 2004. Production at 12.1 
billion bushels is the second largest national production on record behind 2007. 

Soybeans 

Soybean acres planted in Wisconsin rose to 1.61 million acres in 2008, a rebound from 1.40 million acres in 2007. Statewide soybean 
yield was 35.0 bushels per acre, down 5.5 bushels from the previous year. The 2008 soybean crop produced 55.7 million bushels, down 
slightly from a year ago. 
 
U.S. soybean area planted rose 17 percent from 2007, to 75.7 million acres planted, slightly higher than acreage planted in 2006. Area 
of soybeans harvested as beans rose 16 percent to 74.6 million acres harvested. Yield was down 2.1 bushels per acre from a year ago, at 
39.6 bushels per acre. Production is estimated at 2.96 billion bushels of soybeans in 2008, compared to 2.68 billion bushels in 2007. 

Small Grains 

In Wisconsin, area seeded to winter wheat in the fall of 2007 was 350,000 acres, an increase of 60,000 acres from a year earlier. Area 
harvested for grain was 335,000 acres, a 24 percent increase from the previous year. Yield dropped 2.0 bushels per acre from last year 
to reach 66.0 bushels per acre. The increased acreage planted and harvested offset the decrease in yield for winter wheat production. As 
a result, production reached 22.1 million bushels, a new state record and an increase of 20 percent from 2007. 
 
Nationally, winter wheat was planted to 46.3 million acres, up 3 percent. Area harvested was 39.6 million acres, compared to 35.9 mil-
lion acres in 2007. U.S. winter wheat yield was 47.2 bushels per acre, a 5.5 bushel increase from the previous year. Nationally, produc-
tion increased from 1.50 billion bushels in 2007 to 1.87 million bushels in 2008. 
 
Wisconsin seeded 270,000 acres to oats in 2008, unchanged from a year earlier. Statewide, farmers harvested 190,000 acres for grain, 
30,000 more acres than a year ago. Yield decreased 5.0 bushels per acre from 2007 to reach 62.0 bushels per acre. Overall production 
was 11.8 million bushels, a 10 percent increase from 2007.   
 
U.S. acreage planted to oats was 3.22 million acres, down from 3.76 million acres in 2007. Area harvested for grain dropped from 1.50 
million acres in 2007 to 1.40 million acres in 2008. Yield increased by 3.4 bushels, to 63.5 bushels per acre in 2008. Nationally, oat 
production declined 2 percent to 88.6 million bushels. 
 
Barley area seeded in Wisconsin rose 3,000 acres, to 43,000 acres in 2008. Acres harvested for grain was 30,000 in 2008, compared to 
23,000 acres in 2007. Barley yield decreased 3.0 bushels from the previous year, reaching 54.0 bushels per acre. Wisconsin barley pro-
duction was 1.62 million bushels this year.  
 
Nationwide, barley was seeded to 4.23 million acres and harvested for grain on 3.77 million acres. The U.S. barley crop yielded 63.6 
bushels per acre, a 3.6 bushel increase from 2007. Barley production was 239 million bushels, up from 210 million bushels in 2007. 
 
In Wisconsin, other spring wheat area planted increased from 9,000 acres in 2007 to 23,000 acres in 2008. Area harvested for grain was 
22,000 acres in 2008, compared to 8,000 acres in 2007. The increase in acreage planted and harvested is directly related to an increase 
in wheat price. Yield increased 6.0 bushels to 41.0 bushels per acre. Other spring wheat production increased from 280,000 bushels in 
2007 to 902,000 bushels in 2008. Other spring wheat was planted to 14.1 million acres nationwide.  
 
U.S. farmers harvested 13.5 million acres for grain. The U.S. crop yielded 40.5 bushels per acre and produced 547 million bushels in 
2008 . 



 
Hay 

Wisconsin farmers harvested 1.50 million acres of alfalfa or alfalfa mixture dry hay in 2008, down 50,000 acres from 2007. Yield 
rose from 2.40 tons per acre in 2007 to 2.70 tons per acre in 2008. Alfalfa and alfalfa mixture dry hay production was 4.05 million 
tons in 2008, up from 3.72 million tons a year earlier. Alfalfa haylage or greenchop was harvested from 1.40 million acres in Wis-
consin during 2008, up 50,000 acres from 2007. Yield (green weight) was 6.70 tons per acre, up from 6.50 tons per acre. Alfalfa 
haylage or greenchop production was 9.38 million tons statewide, up 7 percent from 2007. 
 
Nationally, farmers harvested 21.0 million acres of alfalfa or alfalfa mixture dry hay in 2008, a slight decrease from 2007. Yield 
was virtually unchanged from 3.31 tons per acre in 2007 to 3.32 tons per acre in 2008. U.S. alfalfa or alfalfa mixture dry hay pro-
duction was 69.6 million tons, down slightly from a year ago. Nationwide, alfalfa haylage or greenchop acreage harvested was 
3.28 million acres, with Wisconsin accounting for 43 percent of harvested acres. U.S alfalfa haylage or greenchop yield was 6.81 
tons per acre in 2008 compared to 6.58 tons per acre in 2007. Nationwide, alfalfa haylage or greenchop production reached 22.4 
million tons in 2008, up 3 percent from last year. 
 
All other hay harvested as dry hay accounted for 400,000 acres in Wisconsin during 2008, a 20,000 acre decline from 2007. Yield 
was 1.90 tons per acre, up from 1.60 tons per acre in 2007 and 2006. Production of all other hay harvested as dry hay totaled 
760,000 tons in 2008, compared to 672,000 tons a year earlier.  
 
Nationally, 39.1 million acres of all other hay were harvested as dry hay, down 2 percent from the previous year.  Nationwide, the 
all other hay dry hay crop yielded 1.95 tons per acre, virtually unchanged from 1.93 the previous year. All other hay dry hay pro-
duction was 76.1 million tons in 2008, compared to 77.0 million tons in 2007. 
 
Potatoes 
Wisconsin farmers planted 63,500 acres of fall potatoes, down 1,000 acres. Area harvested in 2008 was 62,000 acres, down 2,000 
acres from the previous year. Potatoes yielded 415 hundredweight (cwt.) per acre statewide in 2008, compared to 440 cwt. per acre 
a year earlier. Wisconsin potato production was 25.7 million cwt. in 2008.  
 
Nationwide, farmers planted 930,500 acres to fall potatoes and 46,000 acres to summer potatoes. Fall potato area harvested was 
921,100 acres, while summer potato harvest was 43,800 acres nationally. U.S. fall potatoes yielded 409 cwt. per acre during 2008 
in comparison to summer potato yield of 309 cwt. per acre. Total U.S. production for fall potatoes was 376 million cwt. in 2008, 
while summer potato production was 13.5 million cwt.  

Dry Edible Beans 
Dry beans planted in Wisconsin during 2008 totaled 6,500 acres, an increase of 400 acres from 2007. The number of acres harvest 
also climbed by 400 acres, to reach 6,400 acres. State dry bean production in 2008 totaled 136,000 cwt. with a yield of 2,130 
pounds per acre. Wisconsin produces mostly dark red kidney beans and placed second in the nation for the production of those 
beans. 
 
U.S. dry bean growers planted 1.50 million acres for 2008, down 2 percent from the previous year. Acres harvested were 1.45 mil-
lion, a decline of 2 percent from 2007. 

Mint 
Wisconsin farmers harvested 3,700 acres of peppermint and 1,000 acres of spearmint in 2008. Peppermint yielded 48 pounds per 
acre and spearmint yielded 30 pounds per acre compared to 59 pounds per acre and 40 pounds per acres respectively in 207. Pep-
permint production, at 178,000 pounds, was down 34 percent from the previous year, while spearmint production, at 30,000 pounds, 
was down 32 percent. 
 
U.S. mint producers harvested 60,000 acres of peppermint and 20,400 acres of spearmint in 2008. Yields were 92 pounds per acre 
for peppermint and 118 pounds per acre for spearmint. Both crops showed lower production in 2008 compared to 2007. Peppermint 
production decreased from 5.64 million pounds in 2007 to 5.50 million pounds in 2008, while spearmint production fell from 2.49 
million pounds to 2.40 million pounds. 



CROP SUMMARY, 2007-2008 

Crop 

2007 2008 

Planted Harvested 
Unit  Yield Production 

(thousands) 
Planted Harvested 

Unit Yield Production 
(thousands) (1,000 acres) (1,000 acres) 

 WISCONSIN 

Corn for grain 4,050 3,280 Bu. 135.0 442,800 3,800 2,880 Bu. 137.0 394,560 
Corn for silage - 745 Tons 16.0 11,920 - 875 Tons 17.5 15,313 
Soybeans for beans 1,400 1,380 Bu. 40.5 55,890 1,610 1,590 Bu. 35.0 55,650 
           
Forage,  (all) 1/ - 2,850 Tons 3.1 8,912 - 2,900 Tons 3.3 9,674 
Alfalfa forage, (all) 1/ - 2,350 Tons 3.4 8,057 - 2,450 Tons 3.6 8,687 
Hay, all (dry only) - 1,970 Tons 2.2 4,392 - 1,900 Tons 2.5 4,810 
  Alfalfa, (dry only) - 1,550 Tons 2.4 3,720 - 1,500 Tons 2.7 4,050 
  All other, (dry only) - 420 Tons 1.6 672 - 400 Tons 1.9 760 
           
Oats 270 160 Bu. 67.0 10,720 270 190 Bu. 62.0 11,780 
Barley 40 23 Bu. 57.0 1,311 43 30 Bu. 54.0 1,620 
Winter wheat 290 270 Bu. 68.0 18,360 350 335 Bu. 66.0 22,110 
Spring wheat 2/ 9 8 Bu. 35.0 280 23 22 Bu. 41.0 902 
           
Potatoes (fall) 65 64 Cwt. 440.0 28,160 64 62 Cwt. 415.0 25,730 
Dry edible beans 3/ 6 6 Cwt. 15.3 92 7 6 Cwt. 21.3 136 
Peppermint - 5 Lbs. 59.0 271 - 4 Lbs. 48.0 178 
Spearmint - 1 Lbs. 40.0 44 - 1 Lbs. 30.0 30 
  
     UNITED STATES    
Corn for grain 93,527 86,520 Bu. 150.7 13,037,875 85,982 78,640 Bu. 153.9 12,101,238 
Corn for silage - 6,060 Tons 17.5 106,229 - 5,965 Tons 18.7 111,619 
Soybeans for beans 64,741 64,146 Bu. 41.7 2,677,117 75,718 74,641 Bu. 39.6 2,959,174 
           
Forage,  (all) 1/ - 37,486 Tons 2.8 104,959 - 36,391 Tons 2.8 102,889 
Alfalfa forage, (all) 1/ - 15,870 Tons 3.7 58,589 - 15,919 Tons 3.8 59,803 
Hay, all (dry only) - 61,006 Tons 2.4 146,901 - 60,062 Tons 2.4 145,672 
  Alfalfa, (dry only) - 21,126 Tons 3.3 69,880 - 20,980 Tons 3.3 69,620 
  All other, (dry only) - 39,880 Tons 1.9 77,021 - 39,082 Tons 2.0 76,052 
           
Oats 3,763 1,504 Bu. 60.1 90,430 3,217 1,395 Bu. 63.5 88,635 
Barley 4,018 3,502 Bu. 60.0 210,110 4,234 3,767 Bu. 63.6 239,498 
Winter wheat 45,012 35,938 Bu. 41.7 1,499,241 46,281 39,614 Bu. 47.2 1,867,903 
Spring wheat 2/ 13,292 12,942 Bu. 37.1 479,623 14,135 13,487 Bu. 40.5 546,744 
           
Potatoes (fall) 1,008 993 Cwt. 410.0 406,800 931 921 Cwt. 409.0 376,386 
Dry edible beans 1,527 1,479 Cwt. 17.3 25,586 1,495 1,445 Cwt. 17.7 25,558 
Peppermint - 64 Lbs. 89.0 5,636 - 60 Lbs. 92.0 5,499 
Spearmint - 20 Lbs. 126.0 2,493 - 20 Lbs. 118.0 2,399 
1/Includes all acreage harvested for dry hay and/ or haylage and all production from those acres on a dry equivalent basis. 2/Spring wheat other than durum.            
Source: USDA, NASS, WI FO 
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