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To assess the state of the dairy sheep industry in 
Wisconsin, a joint effort between DATCP, Division of 
Agricultural Development, and the Wisconsin 
Agricultural Statistics Service was established.  A 
survey of the state’s dairy sheep producers was 
designed to cover current production practices and 
plans for future growth.  Producer input was included 
during the development of the questionnaire.  Licensed 
dairy sheep farmers were contacted in September 2006 
by mail or phone.  Over 80 percent of these producers 
responded to this voluntary survey.  Basic data for 
incomplete reports was estimated using information 
from previous surveys and averages based on the good 
responses. 

 

Percent of Milk Sold as Fluid or Frozen
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Number of Herds, Number of Milking Ewes, 
Annual Production and Production per Ewe 

Wisconsin, 2006 

Year 
Number 

of 
herds 

Number  
of milking 

ewes 

Annual 
production  

Production
per 
ewe 

 Number Pounds 
     
2006 11 2,250 829,300 369 
     

 
 
 

Milk Price, Amount of Milk Sold, and Total 
Amount Received: By Type of Milk  

Wisconsin, 2006 
Type of  

milk 
Price Milk sold Receipts 

 Dollars  
per cwt. 

Cwt. Dollars 

Fluid milk 55.50 5,500 305,250 
Frozen milk 55.70 2,300 128,110 
Total 55.56 7,800 433,360   

  
 

Milk Sold: By Location, Wisconsin, 2006 
Year Sold in Wisconsin Sold outside of Wisconsin

 Percent 
   
2006 94 6 
    

 
 
 

Milk Sold to Coop or Processing Plant 
Wisconsin, 2006 

Year Sold to Coop Sold to processing plant 
 Percent 
   
2006 94 6 
    

 
 
 
 

How Milk is Utilized: Wisconsin, 2006 

Year 
Sold as 

milk 

Used to 
manufacture food 
products on farm 

Other uses 
(soap, home 

use, feed, etc.)
 Percent 

    
2006 94 6 1/ 
    

1/Less than 0.5 percent. 

  



 

Number of Years Selling Sheep Milk

40%

60%
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6+

 

  

 

Plans in Next Five Years

44%

56%
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same level or
downsize
Increase number
of milking ewes

 

 

 
Summary 
 
As of September 2006, Wisconsin had 11 licensed 
milking sheep herds that sold sheep milk and sheep 
milk products.  These herds produced 829,300 pounds 
of milk in the last year.  Fluid sheep milk sold at an 
average price of $55.50 per hundredweight (cwt.), 
while frozen sheep milk sold for $55.70 per cwt.  The 
price for sheep milk varied depending on where the 
milk was sold, but for any given location there was no 
difference between the fluid and frozen milk price.  
Fluid milk comprised 71 percent of sales, and frozen 
milk accounted for 29 percent of sales. 
 
The vast majority of sheep milk, 94 percent, was sold 
within Wisconsin.  Due to the presence of the 
Wisconsin Sheep Dairy Cooperative it is no surprise 
that 94 percent of the milk was sold to a cooperative.  
Survey responses indicated that 60 percent of the 
operations have been selling sheep milk for 6 or more 
years.  None of the operations plan on discontinuing 
production in the next five years, while 56 percent plan 
on increasing the size of their milking herds. 
 
Thank you 
 
We would like to thank the farmers who took the time 
to respond to this important survey.  Producers’ input is 
important in maintaining the strength of Wisconsin’s 
dairy sheep industry. 
 
Results can also be found on the web at:  
http://www.nass.usda.gov/wi/ 
 

    

 


