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POTATO STOCKS

ALASKA potato stocks in storage as of January 1,
2004 totaled  90,000  cwt.  Stocks on hand accounted
for 54 percent of the 2003 crop and compares with
101,000 cwt on hand a year ago, or 66 percent on
hand during the same period last year.  The five-year
average stocks on hand for January 1 totaled 123,000
cwt. 

Disappearance since December 1, 2003 totaled 20,000
cwt compared with the 5 year average of almost
14,000 cwt.  Disappearance of potatoes from the start
of the harvest to January 1 totaled 78,000 cwt com-
pared with a disappearance of 53,000 cwt a year
earlier.   The five year average is just over 46,000
cwt.  Disappearance since October 1 reflects sales,
shrinkage and waste, as well as losses caused by frost
damage to potatoes in both the Tanana and
Matanuska-Susitna Valleys.

15 Major States held 234 million cwt of potatoes in
storage January 1, 2004, up 1 percent from last year
and 4 percent above 2002. Potatoes in storage account
for 58 percent of the 2003 fall storage States' produc-
tion, up 1 percentage point from last year. Stocks by
type show more round whites and fewer russets than
a year ago. Disappearance of 170 million cwt of
potatoes is down 3 percent from last year but 5
percent above 2001 movement. Shrink and loss, at
17.4 million cwt so far this season, is down 4 percent
from last year but 1 percent above the same date in
2001. Processors in the 9 major States used 86.8
million cwt of potatoes this season, down 6 percent
from a year ago but 8 percent above two years ago.
Dehydrating usage accounts for 18.4 million cwt of
the total processing, down 6 percent from last year.
December 1, 2003, stocks were revised up slightly,
with changes in Colorado, Nebraska, and New York.

MILK PRODUCTION

ALASKA milk produced in December totaled 1.1
million pounds, 22 percent below last year and 2
percent above November.   Production per cow was 950
pounds, up 20 pounds from November and compares
with 1,090 pounds from a year ago.  Milk cows at 1,200
head were down 100 head from 2002. 

The preliminary estimate for 2003 milk production is
16.6 million pounds.  This is 1.1 million pounds below
the 17.7 million pounds produced in 2002.

Milk production in the 20 major States during
December totaled 12.3 billion pounds, down 0.3 percent
from December 2002. November revised production, at
11.7 billion pounds, was down 0.1 percent from No-
vember 2002. The November revision represented an
increase of 13 million pounds or 0.1 percent from last
month's preliminary production estimate. Production
per cow in the 20 major States averaged 1,589 pounds
for December, 14 pounds above December 2002. 

The number of milk cows on farms in the 20 major
States was 7.71 million head, 93,000 head less than
December 2002, but unchanged from November 2003.

Milk production in the U.S. during the October-Decem-
ber quarter totaled 41.3 billion pounds, down 0.6
percent from the October-December quarter last year.
The average number of milk cows in the U.S. during the
quarter was 9.01 million head, 141,000 head less than
the same period last year. 
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HOGS & PIGS TOTAL INVENTORY
DECEMBER 1, 2002 - DECEMBER 1, 2003

Inventory of Alaskan Hogs & Pigs on December 1,
2003 was 1,500 head, up 300 head from last year.
This was a 25% increase from December 1, 2002.

Breeding  inventory  at  400 head was  up 33%  from
December 1, 2002. Market Hog inventory at 1,100
was up 22% from 2002.

ALASKA HOGS & PIGS

Hog & Pig Inventory

December 1 2003 2002 2001

Breeding 400 300 200

Market 1100 900 800

Total 1,500 1,200 1,000
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