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CROP PRODUCTION - November 2004

COLORADO HIGHLIGHTS

Colorado’s corn for grain production for 2004 is forecast at 128.0 million bushels, up 7 percent from last year’s
crop of 120.2 million bushels.  The difference is entirely due to the larger area harvested for grain as average yield
is forecast at 128.0 bushels per acre, down seven bushels from last year’s results and four bushels below the October
1 forecast.  Producers are expected to harvest 1,000,000 acres for grain compared with 890,000 acres last year.
Sorghum production for 2004 is expected to total 7.0 million bushels, unchanged from the October 1 forecast but
62 percent above last year’s crop.  The 2004 yield is expected to average 35.0 bushels per acre, unchanged from
last month but eight bushels above the 2003 average.  The area expected to be harvested remains at 200,000 acres,
which is 40,000 more than last year.  Sugar beet production is now forecast at 808,000 tons, up 7 percent from the
October 1 forecast and up 25 percent from the previous year.  Yields are now expected to average 24.2 tons per
acre, up from 22.7 last month and up from 23.5 attained in 2003.  The area for harvest is forecast at 33,400 acres,
up from 27,400 acres in 2003.  Fall potato growers in the San Luis Valley produced 23.15 million cwt of potatoes
this year, down nearly 2 percent from last year’s crop.  Average yield was 360 cwt per acre, equal to last year’s
yield.  The harvested area of 64,300 acres this year was 1,400 acres less than in 2003.  San Luis Valley potato
producers reduced acreage planted to conserve underground water supplies following 3 consecutive years of
drought.

UNITED STATES HIGHLIGHTS

Corn production is forecast at 11.7 billion bushels, up 1 percent from last month and 16 percent above 2003.  Based
on conditions as of November 1, the yield is expected to average 160.2 bushels per acre, up 1.8 bushels from
October and 18.0 bushels above last year.  If realized, both production and yield would be the largest on record.
The previous records for both were set last year when production was estimated at 10.1 billion bushels and yield
was 142.2 bushels per acre.  Area harvested and to be harvested for grain is forecast at 73.3 million acres,
unchanged from October but up 3 percent from 2003.  Sorghum production is forecast at 472 million bushels, up
2 percent from last month and up 15 percent from last year.  Based on November 1 conditions, the sorghum yield
forecast is 71.9 bushels per acre, up 1.5 bushels from October and up 19.2 bushels from last year.  Soybean
production is forecast at 3.15 billion bushels, up 1 percent from October and 28 percent above 2003.  If realized,
this would be the largest U.S. soybean crop on record.  Based on November 1 conditions, yields are expected to
average a record high 42.6 bushels per acre, up 0.6 bushel from October and 8.7 bushels above last year.  

Sugarbeet production for 2004 is forecast at 29.8 million tons, 3 percent above the October forecast but 3 percent
below last year's production.  The yield is forecast at 22.4 tons per acre, up 0.7 ton from October but 0.3 ton below
2003.  Growers in the 12 sugarbeet-producing States expect to harvest 1.33 million acres, unchanged from last
month but 2 percent below last year.

Production of fall potatoes for 2004 is forecast at 408 million cwt, down 1 percent from last year for comparable
States.  Area harvested, at 1.02 million acres, is virtually unchanged from the July estimate but 6 percent below last
year.  The average yield is forecast at 398 cwt per acre, 22 cwt above last year.  If realized, this will be a record high
yield, 6 cwt above the previous record set in 2000.  Total U. S. all potato production in 2004 from all four seasons
is estimated at 450 million cwt, down 2 percent from last year.  Harvested area, at 1.17 million acres, decreased
6 percent from a year ago.  Yields, averaging 385 cwt per acre, are up 18 cwt from last year.  If realized, this will
be a record high, 4 cwt above the previous record set in 2000.


