
2005 SUGAR AND SPECIALTY CROP HIGHLIGHTS 
 

SUGAR 
Sugar production for 2005 decreased 2 percent from the previous year to 253,000 tons of 96° raw 
sugar.  The plantations were able to harvest 1.8 million tons of sugarcane from 21,700 acres with an 
average yield of 80.7 tons of sugarcane per acre.  Sugar prices during 2005 decreased 2 percent to 
$347 per ton of 96° raw sugar, which generated a total value of $87.9 million for raw sugar, 4 percent 
below 2004. 
 

COFFEE 
Total farm revenue of Hawaii’s 2005-2006 coffee season is estimated at a record high $37.3 million 
(parchment basis), up 88 percent from the 2004-2005 season and 32 percent more than the previous 
record high of $28.2 million achieved during the 1997-1998 season. The record revenue resulted 
from a 46 percent increase in production to 8.2 million pounds (parchment basis) and a record high 
average farm price of $4.55 per pound (parchment equivalent). 
 
Most of the increase in production during the 2005-2006 season occurred on the Big Island where 
frequent showers produced multiple rounds of flowerings. Rainfall readings at Kainaliu, located in the 
middle of the North and South Kona districts, showed numerous months of above-normal, or near-
normal, totals from late 2004 through 2005. The frequent showers not only triggered heavy flowering, 
but also helped to ensure a good fruit set rate. Production got an additional boost from acreages 
planted in the past five years that are continuing to mature. These recent plantings have relatively 
high tree densities than produce yields above the industry average. 
 
Hawaii Island production is estimated at 5.8 million pounds (parchment basis) for the 2005-2006 
season, up 81 percent from the previous season. The counties of Kauai, Maui, and Honolulu 
combined for a total of 2.4 million pounds (parchment basis) during the 2005-2006 season, 
unchanged from the previous season. 
 

MACADAMIA NUTS 
Hawaii’s 2005-2006 macadamia nut harvest is estimated at 60.0 million pounds net, wet-in-shell, up 
3.5 million pounds from last season’s harvest.  Weather for 2005 was mixed but generally favorable 
toward macadamia nut orchards.  Overall yields averaged 3,330 pounds per acre (net, wet-in-shell), 5 
percent higher than the 2004-2005 crop year.  As with the previous season, immature nuts ranked as 
the highest cause of losses. 
 
Total acreage for 2005-2006 increased 300 acres to 18,300 acres while harvested area totaled 
18,000 acres up 200 acres from last season.  The farm price for net, wet-in-shell macadamia nuts 
averaged 74.0 cents per pound, a penny more than the 2004-2005 average.   
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