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2002 WEATHER REVIEW

Variable Weather Brings Some Relief
Variable weather combined with
occasional downpours provided the
State with some relief from the previous
year’s drought conditions.  Warm,
sunny days with passing showers and
cool evening temperatures dominated
the State’s weather for 2002.  Unlike
last year, the frequent beneficial
showers and occasional downpours
kept pastures and non-irrigated
orchards in generally good condition.

January-April 
Westerly winds during the first two
weeks in January brought warm, dry
days with passing showers, and cool
evening temperatures to all islands.  A
passing winter storm towards the end of
the third week brought moderate to
heavy showers and gusty winds during
the remainder of the month.  February
experienced more variable weather with
moderate to heavy showers when a low
pressure trough stalled west of the
islands at the beginning of the month.
Despite warm,  humid days, evenings
were cool and wet, becoming cold at
times.  A cold front at the beginning of
March brought strong trade winds and
frequent thunder showers with cool
evening and ear ly  morning
temperatures. Variable weather
returned during the second half of the
month as a strong high pressure
system brought moderate trade winds
and scattered mountain showers during
the evening and early morning hours.
Variable weather and southerly winds
occurred throughout April.  Winds were
gentle with generally sunny, dry
conditions.  Scattered, light showers
fell mainly in the upper elevations,
making heavy irrigation necessary for
crop progress.

May-September
A high pressure system in the
northeast brought variable weather
throughout May.  Days were mostly
sunny with light to moderate showers in
various locations.  Showers became

heavy in Ka’u, causing farmers to use
alternate routes.  Despite excessive
moisture with minor flooding, the rains
were generally a welcome relief from
basically dry weather.  June brought
more fair to good weather for
agriculture.  Days were mostly sunny
with scattered, windward and mountain
showers, while nights were cool and
clear.  Trade winds were breezy and
cool. Regular spraying for insect and
diseases was necessary for  crop
progress.  Warm, sunny weather with
passing showers benefitted agriculture
in July.  However, heavy irrigation was
still necessary in areas not exposed to
beneficial showers.  Spraying for
insects and diseases remained
necessary.  The remnants of tropical
storm Douglas brought generally warm,
humid weather during August.  Winds
were light with occasional strong gusts,
becoming southerly at times.  Light
showers were confined mainly to
windward and mountain areas.
Leeward and south facing areas were
dry.  The drying of green areas caused
a tremendous increase in Maui’s
Upcountry rodent population.  Crop
damage varied according to location.
Close monitoring and restricted use of
zinc phosphate baits were used to
combat this problem.  The remnants of
Hurricane Fausto brought more hot,
humid weather during September.
Windward showers remained light,
making heavy irrigation necessary.
Pastures and orchards had adequate
soil moisture.  Fair weather returned
briefly at mid-month, bringing cool trade
winds and light to moderate showers.
However, a northern cold front and low
pressure system weakened trades and
brought more hot, dry weather during
the latter half of the month.  Regular
spraying became necessary to control
insects and diseases.  Rodents
continued to plague Maui’s farm areas,
but less than in previous weeks.
However, bird damage to young and
mature plantings increased.

October-December
Weak winds and hot weather prevailed
during the first week of October making
heavy irrigation and regular spraying
necessary.  Except for light to
moderate trade winds and slightly
cooler temperatures, the second week
remained dry with light scattered
showers in the upper elevations.
Unstable weather during the third week
brought frequent clouds and moderate
to heavy showers throughout the State.
Irrigation was suspended in most areas,
but regular spraying was necessary.
Except for minor damage to delicate
crops and isolated thunder showers,
the rains were generally beneficial.
Moderate trade winds and sunshine
returned during the last week of
October, allowing fields to dry and
growers to resume farm activities.  Light
to moderate trade winds maintained dry
weather throughout the first half of
November.  Windward and mountain
showers were light.  Crops were in
mostly fair to good condition from the
previous weeks’ rains, but pastures
were drying.  A stalled frontal system
over the central islands brought trade
showers to windward and mountain
areas.  Oahu and Kauai received some
heavy showers and strong winds.
Banana trees in exposed areas suffered
leaf shredding and toppling due to wet
soil and gusty winds.  Weak trade
winds continued and brought more dry
weather, during the month’s last week.
Windward and mountain showers were
sporadic.  Crop condition was mostly
fair to good, but some areas were dry.
A cold northern front and storm system
brought various amounts of rainfall to all
islands during the middle of
December’s first week.  Showers
benefitted all areas, but more rain was
needed to maintain crop condition.
Except for more weak trades and
another passing storm at mid-month,
the remainder of the 2002 weather
picture was generally dry.


