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CROP PROSPECTS GOOD FOR CORN, SOYBEANS AND TOBACCO

Kentucky farmers expect a good to excellent crop harvest according to the Kentucky Agricultural
Statistics Service. Growing conditions have been favorable for most of the summer and fall. As of October
1, excellent yields were forecast for corn and soybeans. Production of corn, soybeans, burley tobacco,
alfalfa hay and dark tobacco were expected to be up from last year, while other hay production was down.
A wet spring caused some intended corn acreage to be switched to soybeans or sorghum, and made hay
production difficult. Western and Central Kentucky have been very dry during September which has helped
crops mature and dry down well, but has caused some concern with the development of double crop
soybeans and late hay crops.

Kentucky burley tobacco was forecast at 210.0 million pounds, up 3 percent from the September
forecast and up 6 percent from last year’s crop. Improved yield prospects generated the increase in
production. Yield was estimated at 2,000 pounds per acre, an increase of 50 pounds from the September
estimate and 75 pounds above the 2003 estimate. Harvested acreage was estimated at 105,000 acres,
unchanged from September but 2,000 acres above the previous year. The expected burley crop would be
97 percent of the effective quota that farmers could sell. As of October 3, 95 percent of the burley and 96
percent of the dark tobacco had been cut. Housed tobacco has been curing well with stripping underway
as moisture conditions allow. Kentucky dark tobacco production increased for all types compared with
2003. For the 8-State Burley Belt production was forecast at 301.7 million pounds, up fractionally from
the September forecast and 7 percent higher than last year. Yields were expected to average 1,958 pounds
per acre, 29 pounds above the September forecast and up 108 pounds from 2003.

Corn for grain production by Kentucky farmers was forecast at 166.5 million bushels, up 3 percent
from the September estimate and up 13 percent from the 2003 crop. A wet spring and early summer and
subsequent dry fall conditions were ideal for corn production. Average yield was projected at a record high
150 bushels per acre, well above the previous record yield of 142 bushels recorded in 2001. Harvested
acreage for grain was estimated at 1.11 million acres, down 30,000 acres from September while up 30,000
acres from the previous year. The downward revision to acreage reflects new harvested acreage data
available at this time. As of October 3, 95 percent of the corn had reached maturity and 69 percent had been
harvested. The U.S. corn production was forecast at 11.6 billion bushels, up 6 percent from last month and
15 percent above 2003. Yields were expected to average 158.4 bushels per acre, up 9 bushels from
September and 16.2 bushels from last year. If realized, both production and yield would be the largest ever.
The previous records for both yield and production were set in 2003 when production was estimated at 10.1
billion bushels and yield was 142.2 bushels per acre.

Production of soybeans by Kentucky farmers was forecast at a record high 54.2 million bushels,
up 4 percent from the September estimate and up slightly from the 2003 record high. The increase in
production from September was brought about by an increase in harvested acreage and yield. Harvested
acreage was estimated at 1.29 million acres, an increase of 20,000 acres from the September estimate and
50,000 acres above the 2003 level. Revision in harvested acreage resulted from new harvested acreage data
being available. Yield was estimated at 42 bushels per acre, up 1 bushel from September but 1.5 bushels
below the record high 43.5 bushels per acre set in 2003. Despite a late start for many fields because of the
wet spring, soybean production has been good to excellent this year. Adequate to surplus moisture has
resulted in a good pod fill for full season beans. Very dry conditions during September in most areas is
causing some concern relative to pod fill for double crop beans. As of October 3, 77 percent of the soybeans
were shedding leaves and 22 percent had been harvested. A few farmers were concerned about their double
crop soybeans maturing before a widespread frost. U.S. soybean production was forecast at a record high
3.11 billion bushels, up 10 percent from the September forecast and 27 percent above 2003. If realized, this
would be the largest soybean crop in history, 7 percent above the previous record set in 2001. Yields were
expected to average 42.0 bushels per acre, up 3.5 bushels from September and 8.1 bushels from 2003.

All hay production by Kentucky farmers was forecast at 5.96 million tons, down 6 percent from
both the August 1 estimate and 2003. Alfalfa hay was forecast at 962,000 tons, down 16 percent from the
August forecast, but 10 percent above 2003. Yield was estimated at 3.7 tons per acre, down from 4.4 tons
per acre in August but above the 3.5 tons harvested during 2003. Other hay production was forecast at 5.00
million tons, down 4 percent from August and 9 percent below the previous year. Yield per acre was
estimated at 2.5 tons per acre, down slightly from August and equal to the record yield set in 2003. Haying
has been difficult due to the wet spring, and late fall production has been reduced by dry conditions over
much of the State.
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