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KENTUCKY:    February temperatures were above normal, with each week exceeding the norm
by 6 to 11 degrees. Near-record to record highs occurred at the end of the second week with
many locations breaking high temperature records set back in the late 1800's and 1930's. A 40
degree temperature drop occurred during this period. Precipitation amounts were 0.28 to 0.30
inches below normal the first two weeks of the month. Constant rain for three straight days at
mid-month brought totals ranging from 0.55 inches in Covington to 3.81 inches in Somerset.
Statewide totals averaged 2.20 inches which was 1.31 inches above normal. Rain showers with
some thunderstorms and strong winds continued into the last full week of the month. February
ended with adequate to mostly surplus soil moisture Statewide and farmers were contending with
muddy field conditions. Warmer temperatures all month limited stress in livestock and producers
provided normal winter feed. Winter wheat reacted to the warmer temperatures and began to
show growth late in the month. Burley Tobacco markets closed for the season at the end of the
month. Kentucky’s net sales through auctions and direct sales totaled 216.8 million pounds.
Auction sales averaged $196.02 per hundred. Burley belt auction net sales amounted to 223.7
million pounds. Tobacco contracted directly from the producers by companies totaled 87.5 million
pounds and averaged $198.43 per hundred. Other belt wide non-auction figures amounted to 4.5
million pounds.


