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AGRICULTURAL NEWS: Rancontinuedto limit most
soring farming activities in the State. Soil conditions
continued to be too wet for most fidd activities. As most
farmers were unable to work in ther fields, they were
working on their field equipment, checking on their planting
supplies and working with their cattle. Farmers are anxious
to get into the fields to set tobacco and plant corn and
soybeans. Topsoil moisture asof Friday, May 10 was 1
percent short, 31 percent adequate and 68 percent surplus.
Subsoil moisture was rated 1 percent short, 39 percent
adequate and 60 percent surplus. Days suitable for
fieldwork averaged 1.1 out of a possible 7 days.

CORN: Planting progress was owed last week by the
rainfall. As of Sunday, May 12, 55 percent of the corn crop
had been planted compared to 92 percent last year and 72
percent for the five-year average. Corn emerged was 46
percent compared to 76 percent for last year and 53
percent for the five-year average. The emerged corn
condition was 1 percent very poor, 12 percent poor, 25
percent fair, 46 percent good and 16 percent excellent.

TOBACCOQ: Setting of tobacco continued to be dowed
by the rain. As of Sunday, 4 percent of the burley tobacco
crop had been set. This was down from 18 percent last
year and thefive-year average of 11 percent. Dark tobacco
was aso 4 percent set compared to 23 percent last year.
Condition of the set tobacco was 2 percent very poor, 10
percent poor, 46 percent fair, 32 percent good and 10
percent excellent. Farmers commented that an adequate
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plant supply should be available, but hail in some areas
reduced the plant supply. Farmers are having to mow their
tobacco dueto its height and their inability to set the plants.

SOYBEANS: Soybean planting continued to be dow and
was only 3 percent seeded on Sunday, May 12, down from
41 percent last year and the five-year average of 16
percent.

SMALL GRAINS: Thewinter wheat crop continued to
be in good condition. No disease or insect problems had
been reported to date. Condition of the crop was 1 percent
very poor, 5 percent poor, 21 percent fair, 57 percent good
and 16 percent excellent. Thefirst yield estimate as of May
1 was released on Friday, May 10. The expected winter
wheat yield was 66 bushels per acre, the same as the 2001
crop. The May 1 wheat estimate assumes normal growing
conditions for the rest of the growing season.

OTHER CROPS: Farmers continued to be unable to
harvest hay due to the rainy conditions. Dueto the inability
to cut, cure and bale adfdfa, quaity has been deteriorating.
Alfalfaweevil activity was reported and some fields were
being sprayed. Condition of hay in the field was 1 percent
very poor, 5 percent poor, 17 percent fair, 56 percent good
and 21 percent excellent. Pasture conditions continued to
be very good. Condition as of Friday was 1 percent poor, 13
percent fair, 59 percent good and 27 percent excellent.
Sorghum planted was 1 percent. Thestrawberry crop was
reportedto be 51 percent small size, 38 percent medium and
11 percent large.
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KENTUCKY CROP PROGRESS

WEEK ENDING MAY 12, 2002
WITH COMPARISONS

SOIL MOISTURE
WEEK ENDING MAY 10, 2002
WITH COMPARISONS

¢ : Previous This Previous
This Previous 5-Yr.
Crop Stage Week Y ear Avg. KYWeekU . Week Week
Percentage — Percentage
C « TOPSOIL
e Very Short 0 0
Planted 55 R 72 47 a2 y
Emerged 46 76 53 39 12 Short 1 1
Adeguate 31 35
Soybeans Surplus s o
Planted 3 41 16 2 6
Emerged 1 25 8 NA NA
SUBSOIL
Sorghum Very Short 0 0
Planted 1 NA  NA NA 25 Short 1 3
Burley Tobacco Set 4 18 11 2 NA g?equate 28 452
Dark Tobacco Set 4 23 NA 1 NA rplus

(NA) Data Not Available.

KENTUCKY CROP CONDITIONS (Percent)

WEEK ENDING MAY 10, 2002

VERY POOR FAIR GOOD EXCEL-

WEEK ENDING MAY 3, 2002

VERY POOR FAIR GOOD EXCEL-

CROP POOR LENT | POOR LENT
Corn Emerged 1 12 25 46 16 2 12 R 44 10
Wheat 1 5 21 57 16 2 5 25 59 9
Pasture - 1 13 59 27 0 2 14 59 25
Hay Crops 1 5 17 56 21 1 4 19 A 2
Tobacco Set 2 10 46 32 10 - - - - -

PRECIPITATION MAP FOR WEEK ENDING SUNDAY, MAY 12, 7:00 P.M.
TOPSOIL MOISTURE DELINEATION FOR WEEK ENDING FRIDAY, MAY 10, 2002
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KENTUCKY WEATHER SUMMARY, MAY 6 - 12, 2002:
ABOVE NORMAL TEMPERATURESAND ABOVE NORMAL RAINFALL:

Rainfall continued to hamper agricultural operationsasin the past several weeksin Kentucky and much of the Ohio Valley causing
flooding and ponded water in fields acr oss much of the Commonwealth. Along the Ohio River, rainfall totalsof 2to 4 inchesfor the past
7 dayswerecommon and for the past 30 dayshasreceived 8to 12 inches. South-central and southeast sectionsof the Statehaver eceived
lessrainfall.

Temperaturesfor the period averaged 68 degr ees acr ossthe State which was 4 degreesABOVE normal and 9 degr eeswar mer than the
previousweek. High temperatures averaged from 78in the West to 76 in the East. Departure from normal high temperatur es ranged
from 1 degreeBEL OW normal intheWest to 3degreesABOVE normal in the East. L ow temper atur esaver aged from 61 degreesin the
West to 58 degr eesin the East. Departurefrom normal low temper atur eranged from 6 degreesABOVE normal in theWest to 6 degrees
ABOVE normal inthe East. Extreme high temperatureswerein themid 80'sand extremelow temperatureswerein thelow tomid 40's.

Rainfall for theperiod totaled 1.53inchesstatewidewhich was0.47 inchesABOVE nor mal. Rainfall totalsby climatedivision, West 2.28
inches, Central 1.00 inches, Bluegrass 1.99 inches and East 0.86 inches, which was+1.17, -0.10, +0.96 and -0.14 inches respectively
from normal. By station, rainfall totalsranged from a low of 0.20 inches at Bowling Green to a high of 3.27 inchesat Covington.

Tom Priddy
KENTUCKY TEMPERATURES AND RAINFALL
FOR WEEK ENDING SUNDAY, MAY 12, 7:00 P.M.

Rainfall Deviation From Air Temperature Growing Degree Days

Since Last Norm Norm Dev. Since Dev.
Weather Last April Four Since Last WKkly. From Last Apr. Since
Station Week 1 Wks Apr. 1 4 Wks High \I,_vo Avg. Norm Week 1 Apr.1

(Inches) (Degrees Fahrenheit)

Bardstown 1.46 11.28 9.22 +5.67 +5.42 81 48 68.1 +4 125 559 +79
Berea 2.64 9.78 9.09 +3.66 +4.96 82 56 70.3 +7 140 607 +115
Bowling Green 0.20 8.64 3.36 +2.41 -0.86 84 48 69.4 +5 134 583 +91
Bristol 1.16 2.68 2.45 -2.13 -0.82 83 46 68.8 +5 133 576 +138
Buckhorn Lake 0.88 5.88 4.99 +0.54 +1.40 83 52 67.7 +4 122 542 +104
Cape Girardeau 4.50 11.40 8.46 +4.96 +4.09 82 53 69.5 +3 134 584 +80
Campbellsville 0.86 7.36 6.28 +0.61 +1.74 83 50 69.5 +5 135 611 +119
Covington 3.27 9.53 7.70 +4.12 +4.04 79 41 64.6 +1 105 432 +24
Cumberland Gap 0.88 4.18 3.61 -1.76 -0.43 83 50 68.9 +6 130 573 +135
Dix Dam 181 9.35 8.11 +3.30 +4.02 81 53 68.4 +5 127 557 +77
Evansville 3.86 11.86 8.75 +6.00 +4.77 81 48 67.8 +1 123 537 +75
Glaggow 0.38 5.32 4.38 -1.19 -0.01 85 50 71.7 +7 151 660 +228
Grayson 0.92 7.03 5.70 +1.75 +2.11 82 46 66.2 +3 115 512 +116
Hardinsburg 1.69 10.20 6.87 +4.00 +2.69 83 48 68.4 +4 129 559 +67
Henderson 3.06 12.44 9.94 +6.42 +5.91 83 49 69.4 +3 134 581 +89
Huntington 0.86 7.11 5.63 +1.86 +2.06 82 44 65.7 +2 114 504 +66
Jackson 0.90 6.57 5.54 +0.74 +1.62 83 51 67.6 +4 122 539 +101
Lexington 1.23 7.01 6.14 +1.40 +2.34 81 49 67.0 +4 117 491 +83
London 0.70 5.58 4.72 +0.01 +0.98 84 51 67.9 +5 123 524 +86
Louisville 1.70 8.73 6.66 +2.71 +2.62 83 48 67.6 +3 123 531 +69
Mayfield 0.50 6.90 4.30 -0.09 -0.33 83 51 68.4 +2 128 550 +16
Nashville 0.44 5.41 4.98 -0.85 +0.76 86 53 71.0 +7 146 633 +99
Nolin Lake 0.59 8.70 4.22 +2.05 -0.32 84 48 68.9 +4 132 568 +88
Paducah 1.16 9.37 6.96 +2.45 +2.38 84 50 69.9 +3 137 594 +90
Princeton 0.58 7.76 4.99 +1.04 +0.51 85 50 71.8 +5 151 666 +144
Quicksand 0.89 6.39 5.40 +0.56 +1.48 83 51 67.6 +4 122 544 +106
Somerset 0.89 6.66 5.51 +0.35 +1.23 84 51 68.1 +5 125 547 +67
Spindletop 1.06 6.60 6.07 +0.99 +2.27 80 49 66.0 +3 111 478 +70
Williamstown 1.91 2.29 6.33 +1.43 +2.41 81 45 66.6 +3 117 531 +123

The above information is provided by Tom Priddy, Kentucky Extension Agricultural Meteorologist, University of Kentucky Agr’'l Weather Center
(859)257-3000 ext 245. E-mail: tpriddy@ca.uky.edu Additional Ky weather data available on Internet at: http://wwwagwx.ca.uky.edu/



SOYBEANS - USUAL START OF PLANTING
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Thisrelease and others can be viewed on the Internet at http:/Mww.nass.usda.gov/ky/  For afree E-Mail subscription of the Kentucky
Weekly Crop & Weather report, send an E-Mail m etonass-state-r eleases@news.usda.gov with the following commandinthe body
of the message: subscribe ky-crop-weather <e-mail address>. The E-Mail addressisoptional; leavethe address blank unless subscribing

for someone else. The default address is where you sent the message from. Y ou would unsubscribe in a similar way but use the word
unsubscribe.
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