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FREEZE PROBABILITIES

KENTUCKY FREEZE RISK: Asdaylight growsshorter and crop harvestsbecomemorewidespread,
farmers begin to think about the probability of an early frost and possible freeze damage to late maturing crops.
Double crop soybeans and very late set tobacco are the two Kentucky crops that would benefit from another
month of frost-free wesether.

The freeze probability table on the following page shows earliest freezes usudly occur the latter part of
September or the first week in October; however, freezing temperatures have been recorded as early as
September 9 in the Bluegrass Divison. In most of Kentucky the probability risesto 50 percent chance of 32°
or lower temperatures between October 5 and October 29. The freeze data in the table are based on
temperatures in astandard U.S. Nationa Weather Service thermometer shelter at aheight of gpproximately 5
feet above the ground and/or in local areas subject to air drainage. These data are based on 1971-2000 data.
The freeze probability dates in the map shown below are 30-year averages from 1971 thru 2000.
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FALL FREEZE DATE PROBABILITIESY
First Occurrence

Divison & Station Ealies 10% 50% 90% Latest
WESTERN

Beaver Dam Sept. 23 Oct. 4 Oct. 22 Nov. 7 Nov. 12
Golden Pond Oct. 7 Oct. 15 Oct. 27 Nov. 13 Nov. 17
Henderson Oct. 3 Oct. 8 Oct. 22 Nov. 13 Nov. 23
Hopkinsville 2/ Sept. 21 Oct. 3 Oct. 18 Nov. 7 Nov. 13
Lovelaceville Sept. 22 Oct. 3 Oct. 19 Nov. 4 Nov. 7
Madisonville Oct. 3 Oct. 5 Oct. 21 Nov. 7 Nov. 12
Mayfied Oct. 3 Oct. 7 Oct. 22 Nov. 6 Nov. 13
Owensboro 2/ Oct. 3 Oct. 5 Oct. 21 Nov. 9 Nov. 13
Paducah Oct. 3 Oct. 7 Oct. 23 Nov. 12 Nov. 13
Princeton Oct. 3 Oct. 6 Oct. 21 Nov. 6 Nov. 13
CENTRAL

Bowling Green Oct. 3 Oct. 7 Oct. 21 Nov. 8 Nov. 13
Campbdlsville 2/ Oct. 3 Oct. 5 Oct. 22 Nov. 13 Dec. 2
Glasggow Oct. 3 Oct. 7 Oct. 20 Nov. 8 Nov. 13
Greensburg Oct. 3 Oct. 5 Oct. 22 Nov. 5 Nov. 10
Letchfidd Sept. 30 Oct. 3 Oct. 17 Nov. 6 Nov. 8
Louisville Oct. 3 Oct. 17 Nov. 3 Nov. 13 Nov. 25
Mammoth Cave Sept. 24 Oct. 3 Oct. 15 Oct. 26 Nov. 8
Scottsville Oct. 7 Oct. 12 Oct. 27 Nov. 14 Nov. 23
BLUEGRASS

Berea College Sept. 24 Oct. 7 Oct. 22 Nov. 13 Nov. 21
Carrollton Oct. 3 Oct. 8 Oct. 20 Nov. 4 Nov. 8
Covington Sept 30 Oct. 4 Oct. 19 Oct. 31 Nov. 8
Danille Oct. 3 Oct. 17 Oct. 28 Nov. 12 Nov. 20
Dix Dam Oct. 3 Oct. 11 Oct. 29 Nov. 14 Nov. 21
Famouth 2/ Sept. 9 Sept. 24 Oct. 15 Nov. 4 Nov. 7
Farmers Sept. 24 Oct. 2 Oct. 17 Nov. 4 Nov. 8
Frankfort Oct. 3 Oct. 4 Oct. 21 Nov. 5 Nov. 13
Lexington Oct. 2 Oct. 8 Oct. 25 Nov. 9 Nov. 13
Maysville Oct. 3 Oct. 4 Oct. 20 Nov. 5 Nov. 8
Shelbyville Sept. 20 Sept. 23 Oct. 5 Oct. 29 Nov. 19
Williamstown Sept. 30 Oct. 4 Oct. 20 Nov. 5 Nov. 10
EASTERN

Ashland Sept. 23 Sept. 27 Oct. 12 Nov. 3 Jan. 1
Barbourville Oct. 3 Oct. 9 Oct. 22 Nov. 5 Nov. 13
Baxter Oct. 3 Oct. 9 Oct. 23 Nov. 6 Nov. 13
London Sept. 23 Oct. 3 Oct. 13 Nov. 3 Nov. 13
Manchester Sept. 23 Sept. 27 Oct. 14 Nov. 4 Nov. 7
Middlesboro 2/ Oct. 3 Oct. 4 Oct. 18 Nov. 6 Nov. 14
Mount Vernon Oct. 2 Oct. 3 Oct. 13 Oct. 27 Nov. 4
Somerset Sept. 27 Oct. 3 Oct. 15 Oct. 29 Nov. 5
Williamsburg Sept. 30 Oct. 5 Oct. 19 Nov. 7 Nov. 13

1/Data are normalsfrom the 1971 - 2000 period with the average date of the last temperatures of 32 degreesor lower
being shown in the 50 percent column. All freeze data are based on temperatures at approximately 5 feet above
ground and in a representative exposure. Information provided by University of Kentucky Agricultura Weather
Center. 2/Station had missing data and was estimated from surrounding stations.
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September normal crop calendar
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Thisrelease and others can be viewed on the Internet at http://iwww.nassusda.gov/ky/ For afree E-Mail subscription of theK entucky Weekly Crop
& Weather report, send an E-Mail message to nass-state-r el eases@news.usda.gov with the following command in the body of the message:
subscribe ky-crop-weather <e-mail address>. The E-Mail addressis optiond; leave the address blank unless subscribing for someone else. The
default address is where you sent the message from. Y ou would unsubscribe’in asimilar way but use the word unsubscribe.
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