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A Good Week to Cut Hay

Hot, humid conditions during the day and warm evenings resulted in 6.2 days suitable for field work for the
week ending August 24, 2003. Weather conditions cooperated for making good quality hay last week. Weed
pressure is high for many crops including hay. Most of the corn crop is through the dough stage and into the
dent stage of development. Some corn and sorghum silage is beginning to be chopped, mainly in the

Western counties. Several soybean fields are setting pods and in fair to good condition.

Dry weather allowed farmers to make good progress with harvesting of melons, potatoes, snap beans, and
sweet corn. Peach yield is good so far this year. Local peaches are losing quality after harvest due to brown
rot. Apple harvest is beginning with most of the crop in fair to good condition.

MARYLAND'S CROP PROGRESS FOR WEEK ENDING AUGUST 24, 2003 (PERCENT)

ITEM THIS LAST LAST AVERAGE
WEEK WEEK YEAR 1998-2002
Harvesting Progress:
Apples 10 8 22 17
Cantaloups 67 56 80 81
Corn Silage 7 4 24 18
Cucumbers 49 41 72 78
Lima Beans (Processed) 19 16 29 37
Peaches 64 57 86 81
Potatoes 65 60 82 93
Snap Beans 72 67 72 75
Sweet Corn 80 74 70 79
Tomatoes 63 46 66 72
Watermelons 59 43 67 68
Crop Progress
Corn, dough 60 47 80 72
Corn, dent 24 17 58 43
Soybeans, bloomed 60 42 88 89
Soybeans, setting pods 29 15 74 71
Tobacco, topped 25 21 85 82
Hay Harvested
Alfalfa Hay 3" Cutting 63 45 80 80
Other Hay 3" Cutting 29 12 55 51
CROP CONDITION FOR WEEK ENDING AUGUST 24, 2003 (PERCENT)
Condition Very Poor | Poor Fair Good Excellent
Corn 4 7 21 47 21
Soybeans 6 11 32 37 14
Tobacco - 5 45 35 15
Pasture 2 S 22 47 24
SOIL MOISTURE CONDITIONS FOR WEEK ENDING AUGUST 24, 2003 (PERCENT)
Condition Very Short Short Adequate Surplus
Topsoil Moisture - 10 79 11
Topsoil (2002) 62 29 9 -
Subsoil Moisture - 4 80 16
Subsoil (2002) 67 27 6 -
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