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Cooler Temperatures Arrive

Significant changes in air temperatures announced the beginning of the fall season last week with high’s in
the 60's and low’s in the 30's.  Cooler air temperatures and little precipitation resulted in 5.4 days suitable
for field work for the week ending October 5, 2003.  Some Maryland farmers experienced their first frost
Thursday night.  Most of the corn and soybeans received minimal damage, but fields in low-lying areas were
affected by the cold temperatures. 

Corn harvest is advancing rapidly with 32 percent harvested and 88 percent mature.  Lodging from Hurricane
Isabel is making corn harvest difficult in some fields.  Soybeans are turning color quickly and dropping their
leaves.  A few fields are being harvested, but harvest will not be well underway for a week or two.  A few
isolated showers were around last week, but overall it was good haymaking weather.  Over half of the fourth
cutting of alfalfa hay is complete and 39 percent of other hay.  Hay supplies were rated 56 percent adequate,
25 percent short and 19 percent very short.  Planting of barley is advancing quickly while wheat is behind
due to the delay in corn and soybean harvest.

MARYLAND'S CROP PROGRESS FOR WEEK ENDING OCTOBER 5, 2003 (PERCENT)

ITEM THIS
WEEK

LAST
WEEK

LAST
YEAR

AVERAGE
1998-2002

Harvesting Progress:
   Apples 50 35 67 57
   Corn Silage 63 58 98 88
   Corn for grain 32 20 69 49
   Sorghum 20 - 19 26
Crop Progress:
   Corn, mature 88 75 96 93
   Soybeans, coloring 66 33 85 76
   Soybeans, dropping leaves 27 7 62 50
   Sorghum, coloring 81 72 81 89
   Sorghum, mature 49 29 50 52
   Tobacco, stripped 5 - 2 1
Small Grains Planted:
   Barley 21 3 50 32
Hay Harvested:
   Alfalfa Hay 4th Cutting 52 30 80 76
   Other Hay 4th Cutting 39 26 39 66

CROP CONDITION FOR WEEK ENDING OCTOBER 5, 2003 (PERCENT)
Condition Very Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent

Corn 7 13 24 36 20
Soybeans 5 10 25 39 21
Pasture 2 8 20 50 20

SOIL MOISTURE CONDITIONS FOR WEEK ENDING OCTOBER 5, 2003 (PERCENT)
Condition Very Short Short Adequate Surplus

Topsoil Moisture - 2 62 36
Topsoil (2002) 12 57 31 -
Subsoil Moisture - - 71 29
Subsoil (2002) 37 45 18 -
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