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The globalization of the World’s economies accompanied by increased emphasis on policies to 
reduce poverty is leading to an increasing awareness for international standards for economic 
statistics to ensure comparable data are compiled.  There is an increasing need for the statistics 
to be integrated across the different subject matter fields such as development, health, education, 
etc.   
 
“Three quarters of the world’s poor live in rural areas of developing countries and depend on 
agriculture and related activities for their livelihood.   The millennium development goals of 
halving the proportion of people living on less than a dollar a day and the proportion of those who 
suffer from hunger by 2015 cannot be achieved unless rural poverty is urgently reduced.”  The 
purpose of this paper is to provide a framework to integrate agricultural and rural statistics which 
is centered on the household as the unit of measure. This integration needs to take into account 
the complex nature of data needs required about households including their health, education 
and their general welfare plus their setting in rural areas which includes issues about agriculture, 
land use, and the environment.    
 
 


