USDA-NASS

Montana Crop & Livestock
Reporter

survey results summary issued twice monthly by the
Montana Agricultural Statistics Service

Issue: 04-09 (0279-0394)

Released: May 12, 2004

Winter Wheat Production

As of May 9th, Montana’'s winter
wheat crop wasrated 14% very poor, 27%
poor, 38% fair, 18% good, and 3%
excellent, down significantly from last

lower thanayear ago. Hard Red production
isdown 14 percent from ayear ago to 910
million bushels. Soft Red is up 5 percent
and totals 399 million bushels. White

szats,to\orﬁlﬁal sPDI year's ratings of 1% very poor, 6% poor, production totals 242 million bushels,
Milk PDI 20% fair, 55% good, and 18% excellent. down 9 percent from ayear ago.

Poultry PDI The winter wheat crop broke dormancy

Ag Prices Received faster than normal this year due to warmer U.S. all hay stored on farms May 1,

May 1 Crop Production and Hay
Stocks

Based on May 1 conditions, M ontana
winter wheat producers are expecting a
yield of 33 bushels per acre, down 4
bushels from last year's fina vyield
estimate. If realized, the total production
of 52.8 million bushels would be down 17
percent from last year's 63.6 million
bushelsdueto lower harvested acreage and
yield. In the fall of 2003, Montana
producers seeded 1.85 million acres of
winter wheat, up 50,000 acres from the
previousyear. Producers expect to harvest
1.6 million acres, down 120,000 acresfrom
last year. Dry planting conditionsin some
areas of the State coupled with the lack of
spring moisture has resulted in more acres
of winter wheat abandoned than normal.
Producers are expecting to abandon
250,000 acres compared with 80,000 last
year and the 10 year average of 211,000
acres.

temperatures. All of the winter wheat
acreage was green and growing by the end
of April.

OnMay 1, Montana hay producers had
an estimated 790,000 tons of hay on hand
163,000 tonslessthan they had on hand a
year ago. Producers began feeding hay
earlier than norma and continued heavy
feeding al season. Hay production for
2003 was 4.6 million tons, 2 percent larger
than the 2002 crop. Disappearance from
December 2003 to May 1, 2004 totaled
3.20 million tons, up 2 percent from the
same period ayear earlier.

Winter wheat production for the
United States is forecast at 1.55 hillion
bushels, down 9 percent from 2003. Based
on May 1 conditions, the U.S. yield is
forecast at 44.2 bushels per acre, 2.5
bushels less than last year. Grain area
totals 35.1 million acres, down 4 percent
from last season. The portion of thewinter
wheat crop rated good to excellent on May
2, a 48 percent, was 7 percentage points

2004 totaled 25.9 million tons, up 17
percent from the previous year. This
increase was mainly the result of a higher
hay productionin 2003. Disappearance of
hay from December 1, 2003 - May 1, 2004,
totaled 84.9 million tons, 5 percent greater
than the disappearance of 81.0 million tons
for the same period ayear earlier.

Thirty-three of the 48 reporting States
had higher hay stocks than a year ago.
Most of the States reporting an increasein
stocks were located in the eastern and
central Corn Belt, Southeast, central Great
Plains, central Rocky Mountains, and along
the middle Atlantic and Pacific Coasts.
Compared to May 2003, stocks more than
doubled in the Ohio Valley due to an
increase in production and mild winter
weather.  Stocks declined in Idaho,
Montana, Nevada, and North Dakota as a
result of additional hay feeding caused by
unfavorable weather conditions and a
decline in 2003 production compared to
2002.

Winter Wheat: Acreage, Yield, & Production, by Selected States& U.S. 2003 & Forecast May 1, 2004

AreaHarvested Yield Production
State 2003 2004 2003 2004 2003 2004
1,000 Acres Bushels 1,000 Bushels
Cco 2,200 1,800 35.0 30.0 77,000 54,000
ID 720 680 80.0 81.0 57,600 55,080
KS 10,000 9,000 48.0 41.0 480,000 369,000
MT 1,720 1,600 37.0 33.0 63,640 52,800
NE 1,820 1,850 46.0 39.0 83,720 72,150
OK 4,600 4,300 39.0 36.0 179,400 154,800
OR 940 840 51.0 53.0 47,940 44,520
SD 1,380 1,440 43.0 38.0 59,340 54,720
TX 3,450 3,600 28.0 33.0 96,600 118,800
WA 1,800 1,700 65.0 63.0 117,000 107,100
WY 145 135 27.0 25.0 3,915 3,375
us 36,541 35,082 46.7 44.2 1,707,069 1,550,395
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2003 Meat Animals Production
Disposition and Income

Cash receipts from the 2003 marketings
of cattle, hogs, and sheep in Montana
totaled $1.0 hillion, up 10 percent from
2002. Cash receipts from the sales of
cattle and calves were up 10 percent from
2002 to $955 million. Marketingsof cattle
weighing 500 |bs or more, at 1.33 million
head, were down 6 percent from 2002.
Marketings of calves weighing less than
500 Ibs increased 17 percent from the
previous year to 299,000 head. The
average price received in 2003 for cattle
weighing over 500 lbs increased $11.70
per cwt to $82.20 per cwt. Season average
prices for calves weighing less than 500
Ibs increased $15.90 per cwt to $106.00
per cwi.

The January 1, 2004 value of cattle and
caf inventory was $2.3 billion, up 13
percent from 2003.

Cash receipts from the sale of hogs in
Montana jumped 13 percent from 2002 to
$30.1 million. Marketings of hogs and
pigs rose 3 percent from the previous year
to 343,400 head. The average prices
received for hogsincreased $3.80 fromthe
previous year to $39.70 per cwt. The
value of the hog and pig inventory on
December 1, 2003 was $11.7 million,
down 9 percent from last year.

Sheep and lamb cash receipts in
Montana were upl6 percent from the
previous year to $22.4 million. Lambs
experienced asignificant increasein price
during 2003. Marketings of sheep and
lambs in 2003 were 42,000 and 218,000
head, respectively. Sheep marketings
were down 21,000 head from last year
while lamb marketings were down 6,000
head. The average price for lambs rose
$22.70t0 $103.00 per cwt. and sheep were
$8.20 above last year at $34.80 per cwit.
The January 1, 2004 sheep and lamb
inventory value was $36.0 million, up 18
percent from the previous year.

The 2003 gross income from cattle and
calves, hogs and pigs, and sheep and
lambsfor the U.S. totaled $56.6 hillion, up
17 percent from 2002. Gross income
increased for cattle and calves, hogs and
pigs, and sheep and lambs. Cattle and
calves increased 18 percent, while hogs
and pigs increased 11 percent, and sheep
and lambs increased 18 percent.

Tota 2003 cash receipts from
marketings of meat animals increased 17
percent to $56.2 billion. Cattle and calves
accounted for 80 percent of thistotal, hogs
and pigs 19 percent, and sheep and lambs

1 percent. Production increased for hogs
and pigs, but declined for both cattle and
calves and sheep and lambs. Average
prices were up for al three species.

Cattle and Calves. Cash receipts from
marketings of cattle and calves increased
from $38.0 billion in 2002 to $45.1 in
2003, a19 percent increase. All cattleand
calf marketingstotaled 56.8 billion pounds
in 2003, up 1 percent from 2002. TheU.S.
annual average price per 100 pounds live
weight for cattlewas$79.70 an increase of
$13.20 from 2002. For calves, the annual
average price increased $5.60 to $102.00.

Hogsand Pigs. Cash receiptsfromhogs
and pigstotaled $10.6 hillion during 2003,
up 11 percent from 2002. Marketings
totaled 27.2 hillion poundsin 2003, down
less than one-half of one percent from
2002. The
U.S. annual average price per 100 pounds
liveweight increased from $33.40in 2002
to $37.20in 2003.

Sheep and Lambs;  Cash receipts from
marketings of sheep and lambs in 2003
were $505 million, up 18 percent from
2002. Marketings decreased 7 percent to
607 million pounds. The U.S. annual
average price per 100
pounds live weight for sheep increased
from $28.20 in 2002 to $34.90 in 2003
while for lambs, the annual average price
increased $20.30 to $94.40.

2003 Milk Production,
Disposition and Income

Montana's dairies produced 346
million pounds of milk in 2003, up 1
percent from 2002. Therewas an average
of 18,000 milk cowson farmsand ranches
during the year, unchanged from the
previous year. The average number of
pounds produced per cow in 2003 was
19,222 pounds, 278 pounds more than
2002.

Cash receipts from marketings of milk
during the year in Montana were $42.2
million dollars, up 2 percent from 2002.
Producers received an average of $12.40
per cwt, an increase of $0.10 per cwt from
last year. Total marketingsof milk, at 340
million pounds, were up 1 percent from a
year ago. A total of 6 million pounds of
milk were used on farms and ranches
where produced, 3 million pounds of
which were fed to calves and 3 million
pounds consumed as milk, cream, and
butter.

Nationally, milk production increased

0.1 percent in 2003 to 170.3 billion
pounds. The rate per cow, at 18,749
pounds, was 141 pounds above 2002. The
annua average number of milk cows on
farms, at 9.08 million head, was 55,000
head |ess than 2002.

Cash receipts from marketings of milk
during 2003 totaled $21.2 hillion, 3
percent above 2002. Producer returns
averaged $12.55 per hundredweight, 3
percent above 2002. Marketings totaled
169 hillion pounds, 0.2 percent above
2002. Marketingsinclude whole milk sold
to plants and dealers as well as milk sold
directly to consumers.

An estimated 1.14 billion pounds of
milk were used on farms where produced,
0.4 percent less than 2002. Calves were
fed 86 percent of this milk, with the
remainder consumed in producer
households.

2003 Poultry Production and
Value

Montana s value of egg production in
2003 was $5.8 million, up 45 percent from
last year. Egg production in 2003 totaled
107 million eggs, up 3 percent from the
previousyear. The average pricefor eggs
was 65 cents per dozen, up 19 cents from
2002.

Inthe United States, the combined value
of production from broilers, eggs, turkeys
and the value of sales from chickens in
2003, was $23.3 hillion, up 14 percent
from the $20.5 billion in 2002. Of the
combined total, 65 percent was from
broilers, 23 percent from eggs, 12 percent
fromturkeys, and lessthan 1 percent from
other chickens.

The value of broilers produced during
2003 was $15.2 hillion, up 13 percent
from 2002. The total number of broilers
produced in 2003 was 8.49 hillion, down
1 percent from 2002. The total amount of
live weight broilers produced in 2003 was
44.0 billion pounds, down dlightly from
2002. The 2003 average price per pound
on aliveweight equivalent basiswas 34.6
cents per pound, compared with 30.5 cents
in 2002.

Vaue of al egg productionin 2003 was
$5.32billion, up 24 percent fromthe $4.28
billion in 2002. Egg production totaled
87.2 hillion eggs, down dlightly from the
87.3 hillion eggs produced in 2002. In
2003, al eggs averaged 73.1 cents per
dozen, compared with 58.9 centsin 2002.
(See table on back page)



March Agricultural Prices

Received

March 2004 full month crop prices
were higher compared with February
2004. Montana's winter wheat average
price was $3.65 per bushel, up $0.05 from
the previous month; spring wheat price
was up $0.04 to $3.97 per bushel; and
durum wheat prices increased $0.12 to
$4.11 per bushel. Feed barley pricesrose
$0.04 from the previous month to $2.15,
but oats prices dropped $0.03 to $1.63 per
bushel.

The mid-April price for afalfa hay
dropped $3.00 to $70.00 per ton and all
other hay increased $2.00 to $67.00 per
ton. Mid-April grain prices were higher
than the previous month with winter wheat
price averaging $3.74 per bushel, spring
wheat was $3.99 per bushel, durum wheat

United States Index Summary

was $4.17 per bushel, and feed barley was
$2.28 per bushel.

Livestock pricesfor the full month of
March in Montana were mixed compared
with the previous month. Steer and heifer
prices increased $3.70 to $96.00 per cwit.
and cows rose $1.00 to $48.60. The
average price for calves was up $2.00 to
$114.00 per cwt. Sheep prices fell $6.10
t0 $32.90 per cwt and lamb pricesdropped
$2.00 to $121.00 per cwt. Milk prices
increased $0.80 per cwt fromlast month to
$13.80 per cwt. Steer and heifer pricesfor
mid-April averaged $96.50 per cwt.; cows
averaged $50.80 per cwt.; calvesaveraged
$114.00 per cwt; and milk prices
averaged $15.10 per cwit.

Nationally, prices for March and
changes from February were as follows:
winter wheat was $3.76, up $0.08, spring

whesat was $3.92, up $0.09; durum wheat
was $4.14, up $0.06; the all barley price
was $2.79, up $0.07, and steer and heifer
prices were $87.90, up $5.60 per cwt.

The U.S. mid-April winter wheat
price was $3.76 per bushel, spring wheat
was $3.88 per bushel, durum wheat was
$4.20 per bushel, all wheat was $3.82 per
bushel, malt barley was $2.98 per bushel,
feed barley was $2.17 per bushel, and all
barley was $2.73. Steer and heifer prices
were $89.70 per cwt, cow prices were
$49.00, calves were $116.00 per cwt., all
hog prices were $45.10 per cwt, and all
egg prices were $0.769 per dozen.

The April All Farm Products Index is
124 percent of its 1990-92 base, up 2.5
percent from the March index and 23
percent above the April 2003 index.

INDEX (1990-92=100) March 2003 April 2003 March 2004 April 2004
Prices Received 99 101 121 124
Prices Paid, Interest, Taxes, & Farm Wage Rages 1/ 128 128 133 133
Ratio 2/ 77 79 91 93
1/ Prices paid indexes (1990-92=100) published monthly. 2/ Ratio of index of prices received by farmersto index of prices paid.
Montana Average Farm Prices Received
Monthly Average Change From Previous Mid-Month Average
H Montana us. Month Year Montana us.
Commodity I March February | March | March | February March April 15, April 15,
T 2003 2004 2004 2004 2004 2003 2004 2004
Dollars
Winter Wheat Bu. 3.73 3.60 3.65 3.76 +0.05 -0.08 3.74 3.76
Durum Wheat Bu. 4,74 3.99 411 4,14 +0.12 -0.63 417 4.20
Spring Wheat Bu. 3.95 3.93 3.97 3.92 +0.04 +0.02 3.99 3.88
All Wheat Bu. 4.00 3.81 3.89 3.84 +0.08 -0.11 3.94 3.82
Barley, All Bu. 2.95 2.98 3.00 2.79 +0.02 +0.05 3.09 2.73
Feed Barley Bu. 2.16 211 2.15 2.20 +0.04 -0.01 2.28 217
Malt Barley Bu. 3.33 343 N/A 2.99 N/A N/A N/A 2.98
Oats Bu. N/A 1.66 1.63 1.62 -0.03 N/A N/A 1.63
AlfafaHay Ton 85.00 75.00 73.00 [ 85.90 -2.00 -12.00 70.00 92.70
All Other Hay Ton 72.00 66.00 65.00 [ 70.90 -1.00 -7.00 66.00 76.00
All Hay Baled Ton 84.00 73.00 71.00 | 81.80 -2.00 -13.00 69.00 89.60
Steers & Heifers Cwit 76.40 92.30 96.00 [ 87.90 +3.70 +19.60 96.50 89.70
Cows Cwit 39.80 47.60 48.60 | 46.60 +1.00 +8.80 50.80 49.00
Beef Cattle 1/ Cwit 69.40 83.40 86.00 | 83.40 +2.60 +16.60 83.70 85.30
Calves Cwit 93.50 112.00 | 114.00 | 115.00 +2.00 +20.50 114.00 116.00
Sheep 2/ Cwit 43.00 39.00 3290 | 36.70 -6.10 -10.10 N/A N/A
Lambs 2/ Cwit 107.00 123.00 [ 121.00 | 104.00 -2.00 +14.00 N/A N/A
All Milk Cwit 11.30 13.00 13.80 15.40 +0.80 +2.50 15.10 18.00
1/ Composite of steers, heifers, and cows. 2/ Mid-month prices for sheep and lambs discontinued January 1996.




CHICKENS & EGGS: Production, Sales, and Value, 2002-2003 1/

Montana United States
[tem Unit
2002 2003 2002 2003

CHICKENS

Lost 2/ 1,000 Head 37 38 55,330 78,544

Sold 1,000 Head 115 128 199,931 188,168

Pounds Sold 1,000 Lbs. 414 422 1,039,118 976,214

Average Price CentgLb. 0.010 0.010 0.048 0.048

Vaue of Sales 1,000 Dols. 4 4 49,931 47,679
EGGS

Produced Million 104 107 87,252 87,196

Average Price Centg/Doz. 0.460 0.650 0.589 0.731

Value of Prod. 1,000 Dols. 3,987 5,796 4,281,416 5,315,311
1/ Estimates cover the 12-month period, December 1 of previous year through November 30, and excludes broilers. 2/ Includes
death, rendered, and other losses during the 12-month period.
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