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2002 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE, A FIRST LOOK

The North Dakota Agricultural Statistics is pleased to release a first look at state and national demographic
data from the 2002 Census of Agriculture. This preliminary data is the most comprehensive and descriptive
portrait of agriculture in North Dakota and the Nation. Complete 2002 Census of Agriculture data will be
released on June 3, 2004. Data review is continuing at the county level which will result in some modifications
of the preliminary results published here.

Current Census data shows North Dakota had 30,474 farms in 2002 compared to 32,348 farms in 1997. There
were 41,470 operators in the state of which women operators accounted for 8,491. Just over 44 percent of the
principal operators worked some time off the farm and nearly 26 percent of the principal operators worked 200
or more days off the farm. The average age of the principal operator in North Dakota was 54.4 years old
compared to 51.4 years old in 1997. These and other demographic data are included in the following tables for
North Dakota and the United States.

The full preliminary release is available at www.nass.usda.gov/census/.

NORTH DAKOTA
Abbreviated Historical Highlights: 2002 and Earlier Census Years

All farms 2002 1997 Not adjusted for coverage
1997 1992 1987 1982 1978 1974

Farms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  number 30,474 32,348 30,504 31,123 35,289 36,431 40,357 42,710
Land in farms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . acres 39,388,624 39,678,169 39,359,346 39,438,144 40,336,869 40,206,005 41,702,370 42,387,424

Average size of farm . . . . . . . . . . acres 1,293 1,227 1,290 1,267 1,143 1,104 1,033 992

Farms by size:
1 to 9 acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 271 617 545 785 876 1,121 1,048 981
10 to 49 acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,715 1,692 1,420 1,264 1,596 1,140 902 773
50 to 179 acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,133 4,169 3,573 2,945 3,025 3,178 3,564 3,411
180 to 499 acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,944 6,080 5,459 4,985 6,148 6,577 7,901 9,175
500 to 999 acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,921 6,185 5,867 6,714 8,637 9,756 11,774 13,249
1,000 to 1,999 acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,011 7,548 7,499 8,740 10,013 10,042 11,133 11,332
2,000 acres or more . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,479 6,057 6,141 5,690 4,994 4,617 4,035 3,789

Farm by value of sales 1/:
Less than $2,500 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,120 5,318 4,164 2,139 2,260 2,092 1,890 2,267
$2,500 to $4,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 996 1,469 1,313 1,363 1,750 1,638 2,121 1,946
$5,000 to $9,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,467 2,220 2,104 2,191 2,982 2,786 3,989 3,975
$10,000 to $24,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,130 4,479 4,365 4,851 6,817 6,924 10,490
$25,000 to $49,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,074 4,694 4,558 5,399 7,725 8,256 11,068 4/ 31,157
$50,000 to $99,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,916 5,425 5,341 6,502 7,808 8,395 7,333
$100,000 to $499,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,531 8,041 7,961 8,165 5,701 6,088 3,312 3,237
$500,000 or more . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,240 702 698 513 246 227 122 98

Farms by type of organization:
Family or individual . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27,465 28,323 26,660 27,093 31,153 31,742 35,328 (NA)
Partnership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,256 3,218 3,075 3,504 3,692 4,338 4,769 (NA)
Corporation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 448 560 551 349 293 185 131 (NA)
Other-cooperative, estate or trust,

          institutional, etc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 305 247 218 177 151 166 129 (NA)

Total operators . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41,470 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
Total women operators . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,491 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)

Principal operator by days of work off farm 2/:
None . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16,921 15,676 15,176 16,741 19,542 19,126 22,675 21,051
Any . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13,553 14,023 12,837 11,827 13,137 13,058 15,070 10,568

200 days or more . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,876 6,935 6,135 4,916 5,295 4,814 5,034 3,617

Principal operator by primary occupation 3/:
Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21,647 23,391 22,677 25,189 29,031 30,592 34,086 38,191
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,827 8,957 7,827 5,934 6,258 5,839 6,271 4,331

Average age of principal operator 3/ . . .  years 54.4  51.4  51.4  50.0  48.3  47.3  47.9  49.9  

Number of persons living in household of-
Principal operator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80,107 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
Second operator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,701 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
Third operator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,046 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)

Farms by number of households sharing
   in net income of farm:

1 household . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23,730 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
2 households . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,889 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
3 households . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 943 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
4 households . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 368 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
5 households or more . . . . . . . . . . . . . 316 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)

1/ Data for 1982 and prior years exclude abnormal farms.  2/ Data for 1997 and prior years do not include imputation for item nonresponse.  3/ Data for 1974 apply
only to individual or family operations (sole proprietorships) and partnerships. 4/ Farms with value of sales of $10,000 to $99,999.
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UNITED STATES
Abbreviated Historical Highlights: 2002 and Earlier Census Years

All farms 2002 1997 Not adjusted for coverage
1997 1992 1987 1982 1978 1974

Farms . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  number 2,129,226 2,215,876 1,911,859 1,925,300 2,087,759 2,240,976 2,257,775 2,314,013
Land in farms . . . . . . . . . . . acres 939,506,813 954,752,502 931,795,255 945,531,506 964,470,625 986,796,579 1,014,777,234 1,017,030,357

Average size of farm . . acres 441 431 487 491 462 440 449 440

Farms by size:
1 to 9 acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . 179,184 205,390 153,515 166,496 183,257 187,665 151,233 128,254
10 to 49 acres . . . . . . . . . 562,852 530,902 410,833 387,711 412,437 449,252 391,554 379,543
50 to 179 acres . . . . . . . . 658,804 694,489 592,972 584,146 644,849 711,652 759,047 827,884
180 to 499 acres . . . . . . . 389,442 428,215 402,769 427,648 478,294 526,510 581,631 616,098
500 to 999 acres . . . . . . . 161,879 179,447 175,690 186,387 200,058 203,925 213,209 207,297
1,000 to 1,999 acres . . . . . 99,028 103,007 101,468 101,923 102,078 97,395 97,800 92,712
2,000 acres or more . . . . . 78,037 74,426 74,612 70,989 66,786 64,577 63,301 62,225

Farm by value of sales 1/:
Less than $2,500 . . . . . . . 827,504 693,026 496,514 422,767 490,296 536,327 460,535 649,448
$2,500 to $4,999 . . . . . . . 211,941 265,667 228,477 231,867 262,918 278,208 300,699 257,263
$5,000 to $9,999 . . . . . . . 222,840 267,575 237,975 251,883 274,972 281,802 314,088 296,373
$10,000 to $24,999 . . . . . 256,579 293,639 274,040 301,804 326,166 340,254 394,876
$25,000 to $49,999 . . . . . 158,270 179,629 170,705 195,354 219,636 248,828 300,515 4/ 956,092
$50,000 to $99,999 . . . . . 140,584 163,510 158,160 187,760 218,050 251,501 263,092
$100,000 to $499,999 . . . . 240,696 282,422 277,194 286,951 263,698 274,580 203,695 141,187
$500,000 or more . . . . . . 70,812 70,408 68,794 46,914 32,023 27,800 17,973 11,412

Farms by type of organization:
Family or individual . . . . . 1,909,211 1,922,590 1,643,424 1,653,491 1,809,324 1,945,639 1,965,860 (NA)
Partnership . . . . . . . . . . . 129,831 185,607 169,462 186,806 199,559 223,274 232,538 (NA)
Corporation . . . . . . . . . . . 73,986 90,432 84,002 72,567 66,969 59,792 50,231 (NA)
Other-cooperative, estate       
 or trust, institutional, etc. . . 16,198 17,247 14,971 12,436 11,907 12,271 9,146 (NA)

Total operators . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,119,573 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
Total women operators . . . . . . 847,680 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)

Principal operator by days of          
   work off farm 2/:

None . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 962,903 832,585 755,254 801,881 844,476 861,798 942,803 829,843
Any . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,166,323 1,254,537 1,042,158 992,773 1,115,560 1,187,374 1,203,286 1,011,476

200 days or more . . . . . 832,087 870,945 709,279 665,570 737,206 774,844 770,045 657,971

Principal operator by primary          
  occupation 3/:

Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,225,054 1,044,388 961,560 1,053,150 1,138,179 1,234,787 1,269,305 1,427,368
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 904,172 1,171,488 950,299 872,150 949,580 1,006,189 988,470 851,902

Average age of principal 
   operator 3/ . . . . . . . . . .  years 55.3  54.0  54.3  53.3  52.0  50.5  50.3  51.7  

Number of persons living in            
  household of-

Principal operator . . . . . . . 5,717,496 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
Second operator . . . . . . . 712,245 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
Third operator . . . . . . . . . 188,020 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)

Farms by number of households    
    sharing in net income of farm:

1 household . . . . . . . . . . 1,646,543 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
2 households . . . . . . . . . . 314,043 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
3 households . . . . . . . . . . 63,182 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
4 households . . . . . . . . . . 28,704 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
5 households or more . . . . 21,360 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)

1/ Data for 1982 and prior years exclude abnormal farms.  2/ Data for 1997 and prior years do not include imputation for item nonresponse.  3/ Data for 1974 apply
only to individual or family operations (sole proprietorships) and partnerships. 4/ Farms with value of sales of $10,000 to $99,999.


