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NORTH DAKOTA CATTLE NUMBERS DECLINE

North Dakota
All cattle and calves as of January 1, 2004 totaled 1.75 million head, down 7 percent from the 1.88 million on
January 1, 2003, according to the North Dakota Agricultural Statistics Service.  This is the third year total
inventory has declined since 1.98 million head on January 1, 2001 and is the lowest total inventory since
January 1, 1993, which was also 1.75 million.

All cows and heifers that have calved, at 970,000 head, were down 4 percent from 1.01 million on January
1, 2003 and was the lowest since January 1, 1998, at 960,000 head.  Beef cows, at 937,000 head, were also
down 4 percent and lowest since January 1, 1998, at 906,000 head.  Milk cows, at 33,000 head were down
from 37,000 head a year ago and 42,000 head two years ago.

All heifers 500 pounds and over, at 385,000 head, were down 3 percent from a year ago and 10 percent
below January 1, 2002.  Heifers for beef cow replacement, at 156,000, were up slightly from the last two years’
155,000 head.  Heifers for milk cow replacement, at 14,000 head, were up slightly from 13,000 a year ago but
down from 15,000 head two years ago.  Other heifers not for breeding, at 215,000, were down 7 percent from
a year ago and were at their lowest level since January 1, 1999 at 210,000 head.

Steers weighing 500 pounds and over, at 260,000 head, were down 13 percent from last year and were the
lowest since January 1, 1993, at 230,000 head.

Calves under 500 pounds, at 85,000 head, were down 27 percent from last year’s 116,000 head and lowest
on record with 1920 being the first year calves were published.

All cattle and calves on feed for slaughter in all feedlots, at 65,000 head, were down from 70,000 head a
year ago but up from 62,000 head two years ago.

The 2003 calf crop was estimated at 960,000 head, down from 1.00 million head in 2002 and lowest since the
1998 calf crop of 960,000 head.

United States
All cattle and calves in the United States as of January 1, 2004, totaled 94.9 million head, 1 percent below
the 96.1 million on January 1, 2003.

All cows and heifers that have calved, at 41.9 million, were down 1 percent from the 42.1 million on January
1, 2003.

• Beef cows, at 32.86 million, were down slightly from January 1, 2003.

• Milk cows, at 8.99 million, were down 2 percent from January 1, 2003.

Other class estimates on January 1, 2004 and the change from January 1, 2003, are as follows:

• All heifers 500 pounds and over, 19.3 million, down 1 percent.

• Beef replacement heifers, 5.52 million, down 2 percent.

• Milk replacement heifers, 4.02 million, down 2 percent.

• Other heifers, 9.80 million, down 1 percent.

• Steers weighing 500 pounds and over, 16.3 million, down 2 percent.

• Bulls weighing 500 pounds and over, 2.21 million, down 2 percent.

• Calves under 500 pounds, 15.2 million, down 2 percent.

• Cattle and calves on feed for slaughter in all feedlots, 13.8 million, up 4 percent.

The 2003 calf crop was estimated at 37.9 million head, down 1 percent from 2002. Calves born during the first
half of the year are estimated at 27.7 million, down 1 percent from 2002.
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CATTLE AND CALVES INVENTORY, JANUARY 1

Class
NORTH DAKOTA UNITED STATES 1/

2003 2004 2003 2004
- - 1,000 Head - - - - 1,000 Head - -

Cattle & Calves 1,880 1,750 96,100 94,882
   Cows & Heifers That Calved 1,010 970 42,125 41,851
      Beef Cows 973 937 32,983 32,860
      Milk Cows 37 33 9,142 8,991
   Heifers 500 Pounds & Over 398 385 19,628 19,341
      For Beef Cow Replacement 155 156 5,624 5,517
         Expected to Calve2/ - - - - 3,548 3,492
      For Milk Cow Replacement 13 14 4,114 4,020
         Expected to Calve2/ - - - - 2,877 2,761
      Other Heifers 230 215 9,891 9,804
   Steers 500 Pounds & Over 300 260 16,554 16,280
   Bulls 500 Pounds & Over 56 50 2,248 2,206
   Calves Under 500 Pounds 116 85 15,545 15,204
Cattle on Feed 70 65 13,220 13,811
Calf Crop3/ 1,000 960 38,224 37,903
1/ Totals may not add due to rounding. 2/ Replacement heifers expected to calve during the year. Published at U.S. level only.  3/ Preceding year.


