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2004 PLANTING INTENTIONS
North Dakota
North Dakota producers intend to plant 6.30 million acres of other spring wheat in 2004, down from 6.50
million acres planted in 2003, according to the USDA’s North Dakota Agricultural Statistics Service.   The
previous low was 5.90 million acres planted in 1999.   These estimates are based on a survey of growers’
intentions the first two weeks of March.
Area planted to durum wheat is expected to total 1.90 million acres, down from 2.00 million acres last year
and the lowest since 1970 when 1.89 million acres were planted. Winter wheat seeded last fall totaled
240,000 acres, up from 130,000 acres planted a year earlier.  This is the largest planted acreage since 1990's
crop of 250,000 acres.

Oat intentions are 550,000 acres, down from 620,000 acres last year and lowest since 1996's crop of 530,000
acres.  Of the 550,000 acres to be planted, 300,000 acres are expected to be harvested for grain, down from
360,000 acres in 2003. Barley producers intend to plant 1.80 million acres, down from 2.05 million acres in
2003.

All corn planting intentions are 1.60 million acres, up from 1.45 million last year.  The record high was set in
1934, at 1.67 million acres of all corn.  

Soybean growers intend to plant 3.70 million acres, up from 3.15 million acres in 2003 and a new record high,
if realized.  Producers intend to plant 81 percent of the soybean acreage to herbicide resistant varieties in
2004, up from 74 percent last year.

Dry edible bean acreage intentions are 480,000 acres, down from 540,000 acres planted in 2003.

Canola planting intentions are 850,000 acres, down from 970,000 acres last year and the lowest since 1998
when 800,000 acres were planted.

Oil sunflower planting intentions are 1.00 million acres, down from 1.06 million acres in 2003. Non-oil
sunflower planting intentions are 120,000 acres, down 30,000 acres from last year and the lowest since 1973
when 113,000 acres were planted.

Sugarbeet growers expect to plant 255,000 acres in 2004, down from 259,000 acres last year and the lowest
since 1999 when 251,600 acres were planted.

Farmers and ranchers intend to harvest 2.90 million acres of all hay.  This is down from last year’s 2.95 million
acres harvested.

United States
Other spring wheat growers intend to plant 13.3 million acres this year, down 4 percent from 2003.  Of the
total, about 12.7 million acres are hard red spring wheat. Area seeded to durum wheat is expected to total
2.76 million acres, down 5 percent from 2003. Planted area for the 2004 winter wheat crop is 43.4 million
acres, down 3 percent from 2003.  Of the total winter wheat area, about 30.9 million acres are hard red winter,
8.3 million acres are soft red winter, and 4.2 million acres are white winter.

Acres seeded and to be seeded for the 2004 oat crop year are expected to total 4.31 million acres down 6
percent from last year's planted area.  Growers expect to harvest 2.07 million acres for grain, down 7 percent
from the 2003 harvested acreage of 2.22 million. Barley growers intend to plant 4.68 million acres for 2004,
down 12 percent from last year.

Growers intend to plant 79.0 million acres of corn for all purposes in 2004, up fractionally from both 2002 and
2003. Farmers intend to plant 46 percent of their acreage with varieties developed using biotechnology, up 6
percentage points from 2003.

Soybean growers intend to plant an estimated 75.4 million acres, up 3 percent from last year.  If realized, this
will be the largest planted area on record and a rebound from the three year decline in acreage. Producers
intend to plant 86 percent of the soybean acreage to herbicide resistant varieties in 2004, up 5 percentage
points from 2003 and continuing the steady increase of herbicide resistant soybean seed use.

Prospective 2004 planting of dry beans in the U.S. totals 1.33 million acres, down 5 percent from last year and
31 percent below two years ago.

Canola producers intend to plant 965,000 acres in 2004, a decrease of 11 percent from 2003.  This is the
fourth consecutive year that canola acreage has declined in the United States.

Growers expect to plant a total of 2.09 million acres of sunflower in 2004, down 11 percent from last year. 
Area intended for oil type varieties, at 1.80 million acres, is down 10 percent  from 2003, and the non-oil
varieties, estimated at 291,000 acres, are down 16 percent from last year.

Area planted to sugarbeets for the 2004 crop year is expected to total 1.36 million acres, slightly below the
2003 planted acreage.  The four largest-producing States all expect acreage decreases from last year. 
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PROSPECTIVE PLANTINGS, MARCH 1, 2004

Crop

NORTH DAKOTA UNITED STATES

Area Planted 2004
as %
2003

Area Planted 2004
as %
20032002 2003

Indicated
2004

2002 2003
Indicated

2004

- - - 1,000 Acres - - - Pct - - -1,000 Acres - - - Pct

Corn, All 1,230 1,450 1,600 110 78,894 78,736 79,004 100

Wheat, All 9,080 8,630 8,440 98 60,318 61,700 59,462 96

Durum 2,100 2,000 1,900 95 2,913 2,915 2,757 95

Other Spring 6,900 6,500 6,300 97 15,639 13,840 13,333 96

Winter 80 130 240 185 41,766 44,945 43,372 97

Oats, Planted 670 620 550 89 4,995 4,601 4,312 94

Harvest for Grain 300 360 300 83 2,058 2,224 2,067 93

Barley 1,600 2,050 1,800 88 5,008 5,299 4,683 88

Sunflower, All 1,370 1,210 1,120 93 2,581 2,344 2,086 89

Oil 1,150 1,060 1,000 94 2,126 1,998 1,795 90

Non-Oil 220 150 120 80 455 346 291 84

Sugarbeets 265.0    259.0    255.0    98 1,427.3    1,365.4    1,358.6    100

Soybeans 2,670 3,150 3,700 117 73,963 73,404 75,411 103

Dry Edible Beans 790.0    540.0    480.0    89 1,929.7    1,406.1    1,330.0    95

Canola 1,300 970 850 88 1,460 1,082 965 89

All Hay 1/ 3,300 2,950 2,900 98 63,942 63,342 63,731 101
1/ Acreage for harvest. 


