
For More Information Contact:

David Knopf, Director, North Dakota Agricultural Statistics Service P NDSU, IACC 448 P Fargo, ND
701-239-5306 P E-mail: nass-nd@nass.usda.gov P Internet: http://www.nass.usda.gov/nd/

North Dakota
 Agricultural
Statistics Service

P.O. Box 3166, Fargo, ND 58108-3166
U.S. Department of Agriculture - National Agricultural Statistics Service Telephone: 701-239-5306 FAX: 701-239-5613

E-mail: nass-nd@nass.usda.gov

NEWS RELEASE Small Grain Summary
September 30, 2004

2004 Small Grain Production Estimates

North Dakota
Other spring wheat production for 2004 is estimated at 246 million bushels, down 3 percent from last year,
according to the North Dakota Agricultural Statistics Service.  The area harvested for grain, at 6.0 million
acres, is down 3 percent from August and 6 percent from 2003.   Yield averaged 41.0 bushels per acre, up 1.0
bushel from August and 1.5 bushels from last year.  This is the second highest average yield since 1992's
record high of 42.0 bushels per acre.

Durum wheat production is estimated at 53.8 million bushels, up 5 percent from August, but down 8 percent
from 2003.  Harvested acres at 1.68 million are down 15 percent from last year.  This is the lowest harvested
acres since 1963, when 1.66 million acres were harvested.  Average yield is 32.0 bushels per acre, up 2.0
bushels from August and 2.5 bushels from last year. 

Winter wheat production is estimated at 9.90 million bushels, up 4.02 million bushels from 2003. This is the
highest level since 1986 when production was 13.9 million bushels.  Harvested acres totaled 225,000
compared to 120,000 last year.  The yield is 44.0 bushels per acre, down 5.0 bushels from last year. 

All wheat production is estimated at 310 million bushels, down 2 percent from 2003.  Acreage harvested for
grain totals 7.91 million compared to 8.5 million acres last year.  Average yield is 39.2 bushels per acre, up 1.9
bushels from last year, and second to the record high of 41.1 bushels per acre set in 1992. 

Barley production is estimated at 92.4 million bushels, down 3 percent from August and 22 percent from 2003. 
Area harvested for grain, at 1.49 million acres, is 25 percent lower than last year.  Yield averaged 62.0 bushels
per acre, up 2.0 bushels from August and 2003. 

Oat production is estimated at 14.0 million bushels, down 21 percent from August and 34 percent from 2003. 
Area harvested for grain, at 225,000 acres, is down 135,000 acres from last year and is the lowest estimate
since 1885 when farmers harvested 192,000 acres.  Estimated yield is 62.0 bushels per acre, up 3.0 bushels
from the previous year. 

Rye production is estimated at 780,000 bushels, up 30,000 bushels from 2003.  Harvested acres totaled
20,000 compared to 15,000 acres last year.  Yield is set at 39.0 bushels per acre, below the record high of
50.0 bushels per acre set in 2003. 

United States
Other Spring Wheat production is estimated at 574 million bushels, up 5 percent from the last forecast and up
8 percent from 2003. Harvested area is 13.3 million acres, 1 percent lower than last year. The yield is a record
high 43.1 bushels per acre, 3.6 bushels better than last year and 1.3 bushels higher than the previous record
set in 1992. 

Durum Wheat production totaled 90.5 million bushels, up 2 percent from August 1, but 6 percent less than last
year.  Grain area harvested totaled 2.45 million acres, 15 percent below a year ago.  The yield is estimated at
37.0 bushels per acre, up 1.7 bushels from the last forecast and 3.3 bushels per acre above 2003.

Winter Wheat production is estimated at 1.50 billion bushels.  This is up nearly 1 percent from the August
forecast but 13 percent below last year's crop.  The yield is 43.5 bushels per acre, up 0.7 bushel from August
but 3.2 bushels below last year's final yield.  Acreage for grain is estimated at 34.5 million acres, 6 percent
below 2003. 

All wheat production totaled 2.16 billion bushels in 2004, 8 percent below 2003.  Grain area is 50.2 million
acres, down 5 percent from last year.  The yield is 43.1 bushels per acre, down 1.1 bushels from a year ago.

Barley production is estimated at 280 million bushels, up 3 percent from the August 1 forecast and 1 percent
from last year.  Average yield per acre, at a record high 69.5 bushels, is up 3.8 bushels from the last
forecast and 10.6 bushels above 2003.  The area harvested for grain is estimated at 4.03 million acres, down 3
percent from August and 15 percent below a year ago. 

Oat production is estimated at 117 million bushels, 9 percent below the August 1 forecast and 19 percent
below last year's 144 million bushels.  The estimated yield is 64.5 bushels per acre, down 1.5 bushels from
August and down 0.5 bushel from a year ago.  Harvested area is 1.81 million acres, 7 percent below the
August 1 forecast and 19 percent below last year.  This is the smallest acreage harvested for grain on record,
continuing a steady downward trend. 

Rye production is estimated at 8.62 million bushels, down fractionally from last year.   Harvested area totaled
320,000 acres, up 1,000 from 2003.  The yield, at 26.9 bushels per acre, is down 0.2 bushel from last year.
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Small Grains Annual Summary: Area Planted and Harvested
North Dakota and United States, 2003 and 2004

Crop
North Dakota United States

Area Planted Area Harvested Area Planted Area Harvested
2003 2004 2003 2004 2003 2004 2003 2004

1,000 Acres 1,000 Acres 1,000 Acres 1,000 Acres
Barley 2,050 1,600 1,980 1,490 5,348 4,527 4,727 4,031
Oats 620 490 360 225 4,597 4,085 2,220 1,807
Rye 18 25 15 20 1,348 1,380 319 320
Wheat, All 8,630 8,195 8,500 7,905 62,141 59,674 53,063 50,204
    Winter 130 245 120 225 45,384 43,350 36,753 34,462
    Durum 2,000 1,750 1,980 1,680 2,915 2,561 2,869 2,448
    Other Spring 6,500 6,200 6,400 6,000 13,842 13,763 13,441 13,294

Small Grains Annual Summary: Yield and Production
North Dakota and United States, 2003 and 2004

Crop Unit

North Dakota United States
Yield Production Yield Production

2003 2004 2003 2004 2003 2004 2003 2004

1,000 1,000
Barley Bu 60.0 62.0 118,800 92,380 58.9 69.5 278,283 280,103
Oats Bu 59.0 62.0 21,240 13,950 65.0 64.5 144,383 116,505
Rye Bu 50.0 39.0 750 780 27.1 26.9 8,634 8,615
Wheat, All Bu 37.3 39.2 317,090 309,660 44.2 43.1 2,344,760 2,163,520
    Winter Bu 49.0 44.0 5,880 9,900 46.7 43.5 1,716,721 1,499,434
    Durum Bu 29.5 32.0 58,410 53,760 33.7 37.0 96,637 90,468
    Other Spring Bu 39.5 41.0 252,800 246,000 39.5 43.1 531,402 573,618


