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WEATHER Days wore generally mild and sunny during the week, but several nights were

cold in the west and contrale. There was only one cold night in the easts
There was only oneo windy day., Absencs of wind tempered the effoct of the cold nights
on men and livestocke Light snow was falling at the close of the week over much of
the northwestern, central and southeastern portions of the State. There was no
precipitation in the southwestern and northeastern portions,

CROPS The outlook for winter wheat has improved greatly since the snows covered

the entire wheat bolt of the Statc. January snows up to the presont date
should average between 8 and 10 inchess Ronorts indicate that very little of the
snow blew off the fields, except in northwestern countiese The moisture from the
rain and snow to date this month brings precipitation above the January normal.
The total of Novembor and December precipitation was the lowest since 1896,

Winter wheat was needing moisture badly at the beginning of the year. The
hoavy growth had itaken most of the surface moisture and the top scil was loose and
drye This unfavorable condition has boen remedied by tho January rain and snow
and the present condition is ideal for wheat, rye, fall sown grasses and alfalfa,
The snow will also be of roal benefit to pasturs and alfalfa fiolds.

More hay has boen used since the snow storms, Hay stosks at the beginning of
the yoar totaled 4.9 million tons, about 37% above last year's stocks and about 35%
ebove the 10-year average. Consumption of hay was light up to January 1 due to
mild weather, Range is still opon in the north-central and northeastern portions
of the State, which havo received vary little moisture %o date this month,

LIVESTOCK January numbers of cattle on feed in Nebraskas estimated at 619,000 heoad

were up 2% from a year ago., The present number on foed is the second
largest of record, Shipments of cattlo to the country for the last half of 1954
wore 38% greator than for the same poriod in 1953,

The numbor of sheop end lambs on feod ostimated at 500,000 head is down 10%
from the number on feed & yoar agoe. This gives Nebraska second place in shoop feedw
Ing with the smallest January 1 number on food since 1937, oxcept for 1950,

Chicks hatched in Nebraska commereial hotchorios in 1954 exccoded 27 millien
chioks, up 1 million chicks from 1953 A rocent survey of turkey crop intentions
indicated an inecrease of 5% in the turkey crop for 1955,

' WEATHER BURFAU TELEGRAPHIC REPORT OF PRECIPITATION FOR wTIK ENDING JANUARY 17, 1955

Eastorn Division Contral Divisioen Western Division
Grand Island .20 | 2o @ Burwoll .08 Chadron o11
Lincoln «03 North Platte T Imperial 0
Norfolk 0 alentine 0 Scottsbluff L03
Cmaha 0 ! — ¢~ ‘{(v Sidney 0

Sioux City 0
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HIGHEST AND LOTEST TEMPERATURES (High for 2l hours ending at 12:30 a.m., and low for
12 hours ending at 6:30 a,m, CST)

Jenuary
11th 12th 13th 1hth 15th 16%h 17th
Max Min Max Min Max Min Max Min Max Min Max Min Max Min

T Chadron p 7 30 6 24y L 55 27 35 22 1 12 2z 2,
Scottsbluff 19 2 36 3 2 1 37 20 o 1 30 6 32 20
Sidney 3 7T 35 6 % 6 50 25 37 8 39 9 34 18
NC Burwell “= == e= == 16 =1 51 22 47 13 Lp 12 33 16
Valentine WO 20 33 6 20 L4 55 33 we w= L2 17 32 20
NE Horfollk 38 22 X 16 24 L 3 27 I8 19 L5 21 31 1)
Sioux City o 25 22 2% 5 39 24, 47 19 43 2 31 11
CEN.  Grand Island 31 18 27 8 2, 0. w- = L 17 35 18 36 16
E-C  Lincoln 32 22 31 22 28 8 3% = L6 23 L1 30 Lo 19
Omaha 3218 8 18 28 5 3L 26 L7 19 1 2% 39 1l
S Imperial 28 6 37 5 24 -1 3 15 37 Q0 37 6 32 13
North Platte 26 9 33 1 15 -5 35 15 36 L 35 11 32 20
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