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WEATHER The week opened cool, but temperatures were considerably above normal

during the last five days. Afterncon highs reschsd the lower 90s over the
gouthern portion of the State Friday afternoon. There was abundant sunshine, wind
movement was rather low, and humidity was very low during the latter part of the
week. There was no precipitation of conseguence,

CROPS About 49% of the corn was planted by lagt week-end, or the same percentage as

was plented by May 19 e year agos This is approximately 20% balow the aver-
age of this date for the three years 1952, 1953 and 195. Only in northeastern
Nebraska is planting up to normal for this date.

Percentages of the crop planted up to last week-end of leading corn districts
are as follows: Northeast, 64%; Central, 52%; Hast-central, 40%; Southwest, 40%;
South-central, 49%; and Southeast, 43% Dry weather in ocentral and southern
Nebraska is largely responsible for the delayed planting. There may be a shift to
more droutheresistant crops, unless badly needed rain arrives. Normally, the bulk
of the corn is planted during the second and third weeks of May and generally fin-
ished by June 1, but when the season is late some corn is planted later,

The oondition of winter wheat dropped eonsiderably last week., The deteriorw
etion was greatest in central and southern Nebraska, In soms counties, wheat
started to turn yellow, due largely to the lack of suffisient moisture. Subsoil
moisture tests made during the latter part of April showsed molsture at about the
same depth as & year ago, but the degree of saturation was much less. Warm weather,

with some wind caused s heavy demand for moisturs and removed much of the available
moisture last week,

Some of the wheat is heading and needs moisture badly. The crop held up well
previous to the past week since the weather had been cool and plants had not reached
their usual stage of growth, Wheat in the Panhandle showed a slight reduction in
condition. Most of that wheat is grown on summer fallow land, Some of the summer
fallow fislds in southwestern Nelraska are short of moisture. A year ago the con-
dition of wheat for the middle of May was very poar in southern Nebraska; however,
rains falling the last half of May and throughout June, with temperatures low enough
to be favorable, resulted in a record average yield. So far the situation is not
nearly as favorable this year. —

o2 ~ PLEYE

The condition of both oats and tarley dropped last week dus to insufficient
moisture, Some oats-and barley are being pastureds The outlook is more favorable
in northeastern Nebraska, where reins were received a week or so ago., Heavy rains
in & few eastern counties along the Platte River last week were of banefit, but
considerable damage was done by hail and eresion, Outside of this area, in some
counties in the Panhandle there was 1ittls or no precipitation last week,

Alfalfa is short in eentral and southern Nebraskas. The condition 1a better in
the Panhandle and northeastern Nebraska. Flsewhere, exeept where local rains were’
rooelved, it appears the crop will be short,

Wild hay and pasture needs moisture bedly, Pasture is very short throughout
most of cemtral and southern Nebraska. Lack of pasture and shortage of fead is
presenting e rather serious fesd problem,

Sugar beets are coming up nicely in western Nebraska. Planting was a little
sarly this year and the moisture situation is mors favorable. Soil moisture condi-
tions are also favorable for the planting of beans and potatoes,

About 73% of the counties are roporting a shertags of surfaoo moisturs, as
Sompared with S3% reported a week ago. Only 27% of the ocounties have ample surfacd
moisture, against 47% a week ago. Practieally all counties in the state are reporte
Ing & lack of subsoil moisture, exeept a few counties in the Panhandle, The comtin-
Usd drouth, especially in southern Nebreska, following the shortage of moisture for
the past three years, 1s presenting a rather serious situation.

LIVESTOCK Some-counties reported sales of liwestock due to lack of pasture and feeds
Several others.reported salss of cattle may be quite heavy unless mois~
ture is received soon to stimulate the growth of grass. There was very little
pasture last fall and the feeding season has beea long. As a result, some of the
Southern sountiss are short of feed for eattle, The owtlook is more favorable in
the northern half of the state, but more moisture is alsc needsd thers for continued

grgw:h of grass,.and espseially wild hay. Conditions hsve been very faverabls for
calving,
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PRECIPITATION MAP FOR WEFK ENDING MAY 18, 1956
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HIGHFST AND LOVFST TEMPERATURES (Highs for

MW Chadron
Scottsbluffl
Sidney

NC Burwell
Vaelentine

NE Norfolk
Sioux City

CEN Grand Island

EC Lincoln
Omaha
SW Imperial

North Platte

WEATHER BUREAU TELEGRAPHI¢ REPOAT

Eastern Division

Grand Island ]

Lineoln | 0
Norfolk o111
Omaha - «03

Sioux Oity «05

Total Past Week

Total Since April 1
Long-Time Average Since April 1

1 -

for 12 hours ending at 6:30 a,m csT)

My

15th 16th
Max Min.¥Max Min
62. 45 ~ 66 40
60 39 66 40
59 35 65 38
66 43 64 42
65 50 62 46
71 50 65 40
66 44 64 48
69 65 66 47
66 53 64 44
63 40 68 41
66 34* 65 36

24 hours ending at 12:30 a,m., and lows

17¢h 18th 19th +20th

Yax Min Mex Min Mex Min Max Min
77 -= 83 45 81 60 84 b5
78 43 8% 47 B84 5B 8bH 67
77 39 83 41 86 B3 84 49
B4 46 84 46 91 48. 75 57
79 46 81 51 84 47 77 --
85 %2 78 53 88 52 T3 567
B4 51 78 51 90 49 72 67
84 BO 83 B 83 B 76 60
86 58 82 bB5 90 ‘65 78 61
84 B2 78 © 92 &3 74 57
g2 42 87 49 31 5 B8 53
B0 3% 84 51 B9 & 79 Bb

21st -
Max Min

83
83
84
87
84
856
89
82
85
84
88
83

49
B2
52
60
52
60
60
64
65
63
57
62

OF PRECIPITATION FOR WEEK EWDING MAY 21, 1966

Central Division

Burwell ¢
North Platte 0
.02

Valentine

Precipitation, April 1 - lay 18, 1956

Ui S+ ‘Dapartment of Agrioulture-
203 P. O, Building, Box 1811

Lincoln 1, Nebraske

Fastern Div.

Central Div.

Western Division

Chadron

Imperial

Scottsbluff
Sidney

Westarg_Div.

+ 16

2.53
4,71

+05
1.80
4.12

+ 33

1.63
3. 53

01
«03

0

.04
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