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WEATHER

Above normal temperatures over the
State began cooling the first portion of
the week and remained below normal until
warming the latter portion of the period.
Showers and thunderstorms occurred inter-
mittently through the week over much of
the State. The rainfall averaged from a
trace to zero over the extreme west to
a little over three inches southeast.

CROPS

Nebraska farmers and ranchers made
good fieldwork progress during the week.
Topsoil moisture supplies continued to
decrease in many western areas. The
wheat crop is heading in some eastern
areas. Many farmers are cutting alfalfa
to control alfalfa weevil,

Winter wheat condition is reported
as good or excellent in 85% of the
counties...about the same as last week's
condition. However, in the northwest
area of the State, wheat is reported
only in good to fair condition. The
stage of maturity varies considerably
with most wheat in early to late boot
stage. Fields in the eastern part of
the State have headed or are heading.
Leaf rust and wheat streak mosaic have
been spotted and farmers should contact
their county extension agents for infor-
mation on control and application methods.

Corn planting is 85% complete, com~-
pared to 80% last year and 70% normal.
Farmers in the southwest have delayed
planting because of dry topsoil and
other farmers were temporarily delayed
by rain showers. Early plantings are
up in most areas but showing slow growth
due to cool temperatures.

Sorghum and soybean plantings are
20% complete, the same as last year.
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Week Ending 5/20/74

Normal for this date for sorghum is 15%
and for soybeans is 10%,

Alfalfa hay condition is reported as
55% good, 33% fair, 6% poor and 6% excel-
lent. Alfalfa weevil populations continue
to increase and the best control has been
harvesting the first crop. Control chem-
icals are in short supply and expensive in
most areas.

Wild hay condition is generally good
with 70% of the counties good, 20% fair
and 10% excellent.

GENERAL

During the week of May 11-17, 5% days
were suitable for fieldwork. Farmers and
ranchers were busy fertilizing, planting
row crops, applying herbicides and insect-
icides, branding calves, etc.

Topsoil moisture supplies are 48%
short, 48% adequate and 4% surplus as of
Friday, May 17. Moisture received over
the weekend will help alleviate some short-
ages in northeast and south central areas.
But in the western half of the State, top-
soil moisture is generally reported short.
Subsoil moisture supplies are generally
adequate with 8l% of the counties adequate,
16% short and 3% surplus.

LIVESTOCK

Range and pasture feed supplies are
adequate in 77% of counties, short in 21%
and gurplus in 2%. Short feed supplies are
appearing mostly in the Panhandle and north
central areas.

Livestock are in generally good con-
dition. Ranchers have been busy branding
yearlings and repairing fences.

Precipitation, April 1 - May 17, 1974

NW NC
Total past week..... s .10 .20
Total since April l...... 1.70 3.00

Normal since April 1..... 3.35 3.76

NE CEN EC SW SC SE

1.00 .20 1.80 .00 .70 1.50
3.80 2.80 4.90 1.60 3.70 5.80
4.13 4.01 4.25 3.55 4.03 4.64



PRECIPITATION MAP FOR MONTH OF APRIL 1974 1/
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1/ Courtesy of

Conservation & Survey Division, University of Nebraska.

PRECIPITATION MAP FOR WEEK ENDING 6:00 A.M, SATURDAY, MAY 18, 1974

43N N
2 0/ 1’ .0”’ T 4-&
'/ e - \ 4 o
. 110 | het
0 D
35 Lo ,/r ; b3] %
7/ 0 J5 /0’ f /__—2-5
'1[0 .75 -
. . ol 477
- s
5 ol B Laet! 259
0 g O 03 _.?3 - : ‘.g - 3}0
0% .18 |~ ol 4o 80| V8 T [ T
o BB o, EAE 2 e R
Underscored 0 © 0 122 10|, 28" p—iZ
0. [ -
Reports = 4;&’ i Lg4 Eig 187
Unofficial 0 IJ $0 19| &, 2| £ 43 Hof
2 ol 5| 63| Taa | T 95 a7 |29 é’_«?_&_\
0 qo _QO 1_03 , 350 { SO / AEL &5
al Z 1 Zleglisdar | g2 s e 0| 5512359
TEMPERATURE AND PRECIPITATION DATA FOR WEEK ENDING 6:00 P.M. SUNDAY, MAY 19, 1974
Temperature Precipitation
3 .
tation Extremes - Mean Departure Total Inches 1/
Max | Min =
NW Chadron a3 34 57 - .01
Scottsbluff 88 33 58 +2 .01
Sidney - - - - -
NC Burwell 83 37 61 - .07
Valentine Bo 32 56 -1 .85
NE Norfolk 78 39 61 +1 .31
Sioux City 78 38 61 0 1.44
CEN Grand Island 84 45 65 +5 .25
EC Lincoln 82 49 64 +2 1.84
Omaha 82 37 63 0 .63
SW Imperial 94 39 63 -— 0
North Platte 87 37 62 +4 T
1/ Precipitation totals not included in map above,
U.S. Department of Agriculture
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