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Week Ending 9/6/81

As of Friday, precipitation averaged

around .40 inch over the south central

portion of the State and around .i0 inch

over the remainder. Temperatures were

3 degrees above normal in the Panhandle

and around 2 degrees below normal over

the remainder of the State.

GENERAL

Row crop development continued to

lag behind normal as below normal tempera-

tures were recorded in all areas except

the Panhandle. Corn silage cutting was

just underway across the State. Summer

fallow work continued and wheat seeding

was underway in a number of western coun-

ties. Producers were busy preparing

machinery and storage facilities for the

fall harvest. Dry bean harvesting was

active last week in western counties.

Days suitable for fieldwork were 6.3.

Topsoil moisture supply as of Friday,

September 4, rated 23% short, 71% adequate

and 6% surplus. Subsoil moisture was 18%

short, 80% adequate and 2% surplus. A

year ago, topsoil moisture rated 52% short

and 48% adequate. Subsoil moisture was

60% short and 40% adequate.
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Corn crop condition rating was 11%

fair, 64% good and 25% excellent. Ninety-

two percent was in the dough stage or

beyond compared to 100% last year and
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normal. Denting was 50% complete, about

eight days behind the 75% progress of last

year and normal. Four percent of the acre-

age was mature compared to 10% last year

and 20% normal. Some insect damage to ear

tips was reported, although statewide

insect activity has been below last year.

Soybean crop condition rated 74% good

and 26% excellent. Leaves were turning

color on 20% of the acreage, behind both

30% last year and 45% normal. Two percent

of the acreage was shedding leaves com-

pared to 8% last year and 10% normal.

Sorghum crop condition rated 5% fair,

65% good and 30% excellent. Coloring was

evident on 55% compared to 80% last year

and 70% normal. One percent of,the crop

was mature compared to 15% last year and

10% normal.

Seeding of winter wheat was 10% com-

plete, same as normal but behind the 15%

progress of last year. Topsoil moisture

supplies are considered generally adequate

for the start of the 1982 crop, although

short conditions are being reported in the

northern Panhandle and some areas of the

southwest.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range feed supplies con-

tinue to rate mostly adequate. Movement

of livestock to market continues slow as

producers take advantage of growth on

cool season pastures.

Precipitation, April 4 - September 4, 1981

NW NC NE CEN EC SW SC SE

Total past week ............ i0 .i0 .00 .i0 .00 .40 .40 .i0

Total since April 4 ....... 12.00 15.40 14.80 16.30 18.40 17.50 18.50 20.00

Normal since April 1 ...... 12.56 14.93 17.66 16.36 19.14 13.88 16.79 20.40
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