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It was a mild week with scattered

showers at the beginning and end of the

week. Average temperatures were near

normal ranging from two degrees above to

two degrees below. Rainfall was gene_ally

light, averaging less than an inch.

GENERAL

Harvest progress was slowed by wet

soil conditions in some eastern and

southern counties last week. However, by

week's end, both sorghum and soybean

producers had pushed harvests to 50%

complete and corn producers were over

one-third finished. Some fields in south

central Nebraska were clearly too wet for

heavy equipment due to heavy rains the

week before. Panhandle and southwestern

areas continued to experience extremely

dry conditions. As a result, nearly 75%

of the 1984 winter wheat crop was rated in

only fair condition. The number of days

suitable for fieldwork were 5.5.

Topsoil moisture supplies rated 39%

short, 58% adequate and 3% surplus.

Subsoil supplies were 61% short and 39%

adequate. A year ago, topsoil moisture

supplies rated 2% short, 62% adequate and

36% surplus. Subsoil supplies were 1%

short, 91% adequate and 8% surplus.
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Corn harvest continued to run ten

days ahead of the five-year average. Har-

vest was finished on 40% of the acreage,
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compared to only 3% last year and 20%

average. Higher than normal field losses

continued to be reported as the result of

weakened stalks and shanks from disease

and insect damage.

Soybean harvest was 50% complete.

This compared to 7% a year ago but equaled

the average. Pod shatter was a concern as

drfing conditions returned last week.

Sorghum harvest was also 50%

complete. Last year combining had begun

only in scattered locations and was 1%

complete. This also compares to an

average of 25% combined. Virtually all

the crop was ripe, with only 25% mature

last year and 80% average. Green heads

were slowing harvests in some areas.

The young 1984 winter wheat crop was

given its first condition rating of 71%

fair, 21% good and 8% excellent. This was

the poorest crop rating given since

October i0, 1980. Ninety percent of the

crop was emerged compared to 85% last year

and average.

LIVEST0CK

Pasture and range feed supplies began

to show some improvement as cool season

grasses started growing again. In addi-

tion, stock cattle were being turned into

stalk fields and PIK acres for grazing.

Ha_" was being moved in preparation for the

winter months. Feedlot operations looked

for drier conditions to alleviate the

stress caused by muddy lots.
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