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Temperatures were near normal in the

Panhandle while the remainder of the State

averaged four degrees below normal.

Greatly-needed precipitation occurred mid-

week with amounts ranging from two-tenths

inch in the Panhandle up to three inches

in the central and southwest portions.

GENERAL

Rains across the State were welcomed

by most producers of crops and livestock

as it gave temporary relief from the

drought-like conditions, according to the

Nebraska Agricultural Statistics Service.

Wheat harvest was progressing ahead of

normal in most areas as producers kept

busy. Irrigation slowed due to the rains

but continued to be the primary activity

last week. Other field activities con-

sisted of: haying released set-aside

acres, cultivation, harvesting alfalfa and

summer fallow tillage operations. Days

suitable for fieldwork averaged 5.0.

Topsoil moisture improved with rains

during the week and rated 40% short, 57%

adequate and 3% surplus. Subsoil moisture

remained stable and rated 74% short, 25%

adequate and 1% surplus. Last year,

topsoil moisture rated 30% short, 61% ade-

quate and 9% surplus. Subsoil moisture

was rated 5% short and 95% adequate.

CROPS

Winter wheat condition rated 2% poor,

44% fair, 53% good and 1% excellent.

Wheat turning color was complete, equal to

last year and ahead of the 89% average.

Wheat ripe progressed to 70%, equal to

last year and ahead of the 42% average.

Harvest was at 45% and was closest to

completion in the southeast.

Corn condition rated 5% poor, 53%

fair, 38% good and 4% excellent. Corn

silking is rated at 5% compared to 7% last

year and 3% average. Spider mite problems

were reported again in the East Central

and Southwest.

Soybean condition rated 4% poor, 66%

fair and 30% good. First reports of

soybeans blooming were at 15% compared to

ll% last year and a 5% average.

Sorghum condition rated 8% poor, 68%

fair and 24% good. Greenbug and chinch

bug problems were reported in the East and

Southeast.

Alfalfa hay condition rated 4% very

poor, 28% poor, 44% fair and 24% good.

The second cutting was well under way and

was at 35% complete, ahead of last year's

25% and the average of 18%. Low alfalfa

yields were causing producers to look

everywhere for supplemental hay supplies.

Oats harvested for grain was at 20%

compared to 7% last year and 6% average.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range feed supplies rated

71% short and 29% adequate. Livestock

producers have welcomed the cooler weather

accompanied with the rain to reduce the

heat stress their animals have endured.

Total past week ..........

Total since April 1 ......

Normal since April 1 .....

Precipitation, April 1 - July i, 1988

NW NC NE CEN EC SW SC SE

.23 2.30 .41 2.94 1.76 .52 1.63 1.23

9.28 11.63 7.50 10.90 7.59 8.99 6.60 7.34

7.98 9.25 10.63 9.99 ll.21 8.37 9.95 11.27
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