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WEATHER

Warm and humid weather continued with

showers and thunderstorms mostly at week's

end. Rainfall amounts ranged from a few

tenths up to three inches. Average

temperatures ranged from normal in the

Panhandle to one to four degrees above

normal elsewhere.

GENERAL

Row crop and pasture conditions

declined during a very dry week, according

to the Nebraska Agricultural Statistics

Service. Rainfall received over the week-

end should help but more will be needed in

all areas. High humidity, heavy dew, and

moderate temperatures in the east helped

to reduce water use and allowed irrigators

to catch up. In the Panhandle, irrigators

were still having trouble keeping up with

the water needs of crops. Statewide, dry-

land crops and pastures were in extreme

need of moisture; in the northeast some

corn could be reaching the point of no

return. Insects were reported in many

areas: spider mites and western bean cut-

worms in the Panhandle; corn rootworm

beetles in the south central; grasshoppers

in the northeast; and in the east central,

spider mites, green bugs, and corn leaf

aphids. Field activities consisted of:

harvesting small grains, cutting hay, weed

and insect control, and irrigating. Days

suitable for fieldwork last week were 6.9.

Topsoil moisture condition declined

to 85% short and 15% adequate while sub-

soil moisture condition improved only

slightly from earlier precipitation to 87%

short and 13% adequate. Last year, top-

soil moisture condition was 65% short and

35% adequate and subsoil moisture was 58%

short and 42% adequate.
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CROPS

All corn crop condition rated 10%

poor, 34% fair, 40% good and 16% excel-

lent. Only 17% of the dryland corn was

rated good while 72% of the irrigated crop

was rated good to excellent. Corn silking

was 80% complete compared with 95% last

year and 84% average. Corn entering or

beyond the dough stage was at 3% compared

with 12% in 1988 and 14% average.

Sorghum condition rated 9% poor, 54%

fair and 37% good, with 20% of the acreage

headed. This compares with 57% headed

last year and 45% average.

So,bean acreage was 75% blooming

compared with 93% in 1988 and 85% average;

25% of the acreage was setting pods com-

pared with 41% last year and 38% average.

The crop condition was 4% poor, 57% fair

and 39% good. Weeds were a problem in the
northeast.

The oat harvest was 90% complete

compared with 97% in 1988 and 87% average.

Alfalfa hay condition was 12% poor,

59% fair and 29% good. The third cutting

was 10% complete compared with 21% last

year and 9% average. Crown rot was

reported in the Central District.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range feed supplies rated

27% very short, 62% short, and 11% ade-

quate. Hay and roughage supplles were i0%

very short, 62% short, and 28% adequate.

Several ranchers in the Panhandle and

southwest were culling their herds and

some sold yearlings early. In the east,

operators were still supplementing their

cattle in pastures with hay.

Precipitation, April 1 - July 28, 1989

NW NC NE CEN EC

Total past week ........... 1O .04 .00 .04 .01

Total since April 1 ...... 4.02 6.81 6.26 10.65 9.58

Normal since April 1 ..... 10o02 11.87 13.39 12.71 14.03

Total as % of Normal ..... 40% 57% 47% 84% 68%

SW SC SE

.04 .03 .02

7.42 11.53 10.59

10.92 12.71 14.57

68% 91% 73%
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