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The week was warm and mild. Temperatures
averaged from seven to eight degrees above normals.
Precipitation occurred the latter half of the week.

Amounts varied from none in parts of the western portion
up to .70 inch in Omaha.

GENERAL

Nebraska farmers and ranchers, for the most part,
experienced still another week of above normal

temperatures and little or no rainfall, according to the
Nebraska Agricultural Statistics Service. Dryland crops and
past urea continued to deteriorate further by the dry weather

conditions. Additionally, the dry conditions are hastening
maturity and dry down of all fall maturing crops. Limited
harvesting of corn, sorghum and soybeans began last week "
while dry edible bean harvest was well underway. Other
farm activities included livestock care and harvest
preparations.

CROPS

Corn condition w,as rated at 4% very poor, 9%
poor, 27% fair, 56% good, and 4% excellent. Dryland corn
was rated at 13% good or better while irrigated corn was
rated at 80% good or better. Silage harvesting activities
continued in full swing. Reports indicate some dryland
corn continues to be cut for silage due to low grain yield
potential. Harvest for grain has begun across the State,
except for the Panhandle. At week's end, 4% had been
harvested, about one week ahead of normal.

FIELD WORK PROGRESS

AS OF SEPTEMBER 8, 1991

% corn denied

% corn mature 14 14 48 48 54

% corn harvested 0 1 4 8 6

% sorghum iurmng color 100 94 78 87 95

% sorghum mature 0 12 42 It 42

% sorghum harvested 0 2 0 0 3

% soybeans turning color 0 75 72 60 64

% soybeans dropping leaves 0 32 31 15 33

% soybeans harvested 0 0 0 0 l

% alfalfa third cutting 55 87 93 100 94
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Soybean condition was rated at 8% very poor, 35%
poor, 43% fair, and 14% good. The crop continued toward
maturity at a faster than normal pace. Harvest has begun
in a few areas, about a week ahead of normal. In areas
where plants are still growing, moisture is needed in order
to limit yield losses.

Sorghum condition was rated at 22% very poor,
15% poor, 44% fair, and 19% good. Continued dry
weather allowed crop maturity to progress at a faster than
normal pace. Harvesting has begun in several areas with
2% harvested to date, about one week ahead of normal.

Alfalfa was rated at 9% very poor, 36% poor, 27%
fair, 27% good, and 1% excellent. Third cutting activities
slowed a little last week as some producers will not take a
third cutting due to reduced growth. Overall, harvest

remained ahead of last year and average.
Wheat seeding made limited progress last week due

to the dry soil conditions. Most producers are awaiting
rainfall before sowing wheat. At week's end, 8% of the
intended acreage had been planted, behind last year at 10%
and the 5-year average at 15%.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range condition was rated at 62% of
normal, down slightly from last week. Some producers are
moving cattle off pastures into dry lots while others are
supplementing what grazing was available with hay, green
chop corn, or forage sorghum. Even in areas where grass
has sustained cattle this summer, the pastures need rain to
limit early weanings.

I AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS DISTRICTS [ [ LAST I . ,o,,, I

.w i NCI ,,Ei c i Ec Isw sc i I STA I WE K
90 100 99 99 98 97 95 100 98 85 75

AVER-
AGE

86

29 23 71 44 18 13 27

l 1 7 4 0 0 0

80 73 84 86 76 68 78

21 3 48 36 15 9 18

0 0 4 2 0 0 0

70 61 67 67 40 44 53

29 9 34 30 10 12 17

0 0 1 1 0 0 0

95 94 84 88 79 85 85

% wheat sown 14 25 7 5 5 2 14 0 8 0 l0
DAYS SUITABLE AND SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION
AS OF SEPTEMBER 6, 1991

Days suitable 7.0 6.7 6.7 6.9 6.9 6.4 6.9 6.9 6.8 69 68

Topsoil moisture - Short 93 83 100 100 96 100 91 100 96 98 88

(Percent) - Adequate 7 17 O 0 0 0 _ 9 O 3 2 12

-*Surplus 0 0 0 0 4 ' ' 0 O 0 I 0 O

Subsoil moisture - Short 64 75 100 92 89 71 82 100 87 86 74

(Percent) - Adequate 36 25 O 8 7 29 18 0 12 14 26

0 0 0 0 4 O 0 0 l O O
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