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RUTGERS WEEKLY FORECAST
Agricultural Weather Advisory for New Jersey and Southeastern Pennsylvania
Issued by Rutgers University New Brunswick NJ
7 Am Est Monday April 22, 2002

Rainfall amounts...one to two tenths of an inch this morning then little expected this afternoon through
Tuesday.

Winds for spraying...light east this morning then becoming northwest and increasing to 15 to 25 mph this
afternoon...northwest |5 to 25 mph tonight...northwest 10 to 20 mph Tuesday.

Relative humidity in percent...dropping from near 100 percent this morning to 40 to 50 this
afternoon...80 to 90 tonight...35 to 45 Tuesday.

Dew points...decreasing from near 50 this morning to the mid 20s by Tuesday.
Drying conditions...poor this morning but becoming good this afternoon...good Tuesday.

Frost freeze or dew...little expected tonight but frost possible away from urban centers and coastal
locations Tuesday night.

Percent of possible sunshine...30 today...70 Tuesday.

There is a 60 percent probability of precipitation during the |2 hour period beginning at 8 am and ending
at 8 pm that could adversely dffect the performance of pesticides that require a rainfree period after
application.

Four inch soil temperatures are generally in the low 60s north mid 60s central and mid 60s south. Soil
temperatures will continue to decrease over the next couple of days.

Early season hay cutting will run the risk of wetting in showers this morning. Drier air will move into the
region this afternoon through Tuesday with another chance of showers on Wednesday.

Temperatures in the representative cranberry bogs should remain above freezing tonight but could drop
to [7 to 21 Tuesday night.

The latest 6 to 10 day outlook for the period April 27th to May Ist is calling for temperatures to average
near normal and precipitation to total near normal.

WEATHER SUMMARY FOR THE WEEK ENDING 8 AM MONDAY 4/22/02

Temperatures averaged much much above normal. Extremes were 97 degrees at Toms River on
April 18th, 2002 and 38 degrees at Charlotteburg on April 22, 2002.

Weekly rainfall averaged 0.65 inches north, 0.1 6 inches central, and 0.26 inches south. The heaviest
24 hour total reported was 1.00 inches at Canoe Brook on April 19, 2002, through April 20, 2002.

Estimated soil moisture, in percent of field capacity, this past week averaged 88 percent north, 64
percent central and 55 percent south.

Four inch soil temperatures averaged 65 degrees north, 67 degrees central and 68 degrees south.

WEATHER SUMMARY FOR THE WEEK ENDING 8 AM MONDAY 4/22/02

Weath Rainfall Temperatures Growing Degree Soil
St::ito:; Last Since March 1 Last Week Days 1/ Moisture
Week Total Dept.* Max. Min. Avg. Dept.* Total | Dept. * 2/
- Inches - - Degrees - - Base 50°F -
NORTH
Belvidere Bridge .22 5.94 -.80 93 44 67. 15 187 180 81
Canoe Brook 1.03 6.27 -1.21 96 45 69. 18 217 214 92
Charlotteburg 1.08 6.68 -.60 93 38 66. 17 161 161 100
Flemington .34 6.10 -1.04 93 43 67. 15 217 212 76
Long Valley .63 6.06 -1.55 92 42 65. 15 160 160 93
Newton .58 5.09 -1.36 93 42 67. 17 181 181 92
CENTRAL
Freehold 13 5.13 -2.02 95 46 70. 17 259 244 66
Long Branch .22 5.75 -1.65 87 46 69. 17 212 203 54
New Brunswick 11 4.96 -1.84 95 45 69. 15 234 210 74
Pemberton DATA NOT AVAILABLE
Toms River .16 6.97 -.21 97 44 72. 19 266 256 50
Trenton .18 4.84 -1.64 93 45 70. 15 249 214 56
SOUTH

A.C. Marina 14 5.96 -.04 88 49 68. 15 198 175 44
Cape May C.H. .07 6.61 .31 93 48 71. 17 265 238 37
Downstown .21 5.36 -1.12 94 44 71. 16 253 215 52
Glassboro .66 5.74 -1.08 95 43 70. 15 267 232 69
Hammonton .15 5.51 -1.10 96 44 71. 17 264 232 43
Pomona .09 6.81 .43 94 45 71. 18 257 239 50
Seabrook .63 5.69 -.06 95 44 71. 16 276 236 62
South Harrison 1.38 6.37 .10 93 44 71. N/A 271 N/A N/A

*Departure from normal.

1/ Growing degree days since March 1, total and departure from normal or long term average.
2/ Estimated soil moisture as % of field capacity based on climate data.




AGRICULTURE

Temperatures averaged well above normal for much of the week, reaching into the low 90's by Thursday. A cold front pushed through
the area over the weekend, bringing much cooler temperatures and triggering scattered showers and thunderstorms across the state.
Outdoor activities included field preparation, top-dressing pastures, and spraying. Days suitable for field work averaged 6.3. Top soil
moisture was rated 8% short, 91% adequate and | % surplus. Livestock producers reported mild heat stress and reduced milk production
in some dairy herds due to the recent warm spell. Producers reported rapid growth in some small grain and hay fields. Some producers
began planting field corn. Vegetable producers planted squash, tomatoes, melons, and sweet corn. Mild weather allowed producers to
make good progress harvesting asparagus, leeks, onions, and spinach. Producers reported rapid growth in spinach fields and expressed
concern that continued warm temperatures would cause some plants to bolt prematurely. Orchard producers continued thinning trees
in preparation for the growing season. Apples and peaches were reported mostly in bloom. Strawberries, blueberries, and grapes were
rated in mostly good condition by reporters.

SOIL MOISTURE TABLE

THIS WEEK LAST WEEK PREVIOUS YEAR
VERY SHORT 0% 0% 0%
SHORT 8% 0% 0%
ADEQUATE 91% 100% 52%
SURPLUS 1% 0% 48%

RANGE AND PASTURE

THIS WEEK LAST WEEK PREVIOUS YEAR
VERY POOR 0% 0% 0%
POOR 0% 0% 0%
FAIR 0% 0% 0%
GOOD 100% 100% 100%
EXCELLENT 0% 0% 0%




