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RUTGERS WEEKLY FORECAST

Agricultural Weather Advisory for New Jersey and Southeastern Pennsylvania
Issued by Rutgers University New Brunswick NJ

7 am Est Monday May 20, 2002

Rainfall amounts...less than a tenth of an inch in the north this afternoon and again Tuesday afternoon
otherwise none through Tuesday.

Winds for spraying...northwest 10 to 15 mph today...northwest 10 to 15 mph early tonight then light
later...northwest 10 to 15 mph Tuesday.

Relative humidity in percent...40 to 50 today...90 to 100 tonight...40 to 50 Tuesday.

Dew points...upper 20s to mid 30s through Tuesday.

Drying conditions...fair to good today and again Tuesday.

Frost freeze or dew...moderate dew with scattered possible frost in more extreme inland locations
tonight...moderate dew Tuesday night.

Percent of possible sunshine...60 today...70 Tuesday.

There is a 30 percent north and 10 percent south probability of precipitation during the 12 hour period
begining at 8 am and ending at 8 pm that could adversely affect the performance of pesticides that
require a rainfree period after application.

Four inch soil temperatures are generally in the upper 50s north low 60s central and mid 60s south. Soil
temperatures will hold steady for the next couple of days.

Hay cutting runs the risk of scattered light wetting in the north this afternoon and again Tuesday
afternoon but otherwise no widespread significant rain is expected for most of the week with slowly
moderating temperatures.

Estimated soil moisture in percent of field capacity remains high but should improve without significant
rain expected for most of the week.

Temperatures in the representative cranberry bogs could drop to 19 to 24 tonight and 22 to 26 Tuesday
night.

The latest 6 to 10 day outlook for the period May 25th to May 29th is calling for temperatures to average
near normal and precipitation to total near normal.

Climate summary for the week ending 8am  5/20/02
Temperatures averaged much below normal.  Extremes were 86 degrees at Cape May
Courthouse on May 14, 2002 and 28 degrees at Charlotteburg on May 20, 2002 .

Weekly rainfall averaged 2.80 inches north, 2.48 inches central, and 1.61 inches
south.  The heaviest 24 hour total reported was 2.13 inches at Flemington on May
13, 2002 to May 14, 2002. 

Estimated soil moisture, in percent of field capacity, this past week averaged 98
percent north, 97 percent central, and 79 percent south.

Four inch soil temperatures averaged 55 degrees north, 58 degrees central and 62
degrees south.

WEATHER SUMMARY FOR THE WEEK ENDING 8 AM MONDAY 5/20/02

Weather
Stations

Rainfall Temperatures Growing Degree
Days 1/

Soil
Moisture

2/
Last 
Week

Since March 1 Last Week
Total Dept.* Max. Min. Avg. Dept.* Total Dept.*

- Inches - - Degrees - - Base 50/F -
NORTH

Belvidere Bridge 1.79 11.97 1.86 79 33 54 -7 309 112 99
Canoe Brook 3.58 14.09 2.93 80 32 54 -6 364 191 98
Charlotteburg 2.72 13.33 2.34 72 28 48 -10 232 126 99
Flemington 3.41 13.67 3.08 80 31 54 -7 357 171 99
Long Valley 2.69 12.14 .75 74 32 50 -9 247 114 99
Newton 2.62 11.40 1.62 78 31 52 -7 273 138 99

CENTRAL
Freehold 2.19 10.80 .25 80 35 56 -6 452 217 99
Long Branch 2.20 12.21 1.32 80 37 56 -5 361 162 97
New Brunswick 2.80 12.08 1.75 82 34 54 -8 391 130 99
Pemberton DATA NOT AVAILABLE
Toms River 2.37 12.36 1.80 82 34 58 -4 467 247 98
Trenton 2.82 11.76 2.21 80 37 56 -7 409 116 98

SOUTH
A.C. Marina 1.11 11.01 2.30 80 46 61 0 436 209 89
Cape May C.H. .92 12.96 3.70 86 38 62 0 519 260 73
Downstown 1.83 10.53 1.02 83 35 60 -4 474 169 98
Glassboro 2.01 10.96 .86 80 42 58 -5 500 209 98
Hammonton 1.93 10.25 .43 83 37 60 -3 488 204 98
Pomona 1.46 12.41 3.19 84 37 60 -2 467 230 98
Seabrook 1.98 12.49 3.83 83 41 60 -4 531 221 98
South Harrison 1.63 10.96 1.12 82 41 59 N/A 497 N/A N/A

*Departure from normal.
1/ Growing degree days since March 1, total and departure from normal or long term average.
2/ Estimated soil moisture as % of field capacity based on climate data.



AGRICULTURE

Skies were partly cloudy for most of the week, with temperatures warming into the low 80's by Thursday.  However, weather conditions
changed dramatically by Saturday morning as showers and cooler temperatures swept into the region.  Rains were heavy at times, with
some areas reporting well over an inch of precipitation by Saturday evening.  Temperatures dropped as much as ten degrees below normal
in some areas, with daytime readings in the mid to upper fifties Saturday and Sunday.  Producers reported that erratic temperatures and
wet conditions have delayed field preparation and planting in some areas.  Days suitable for field work averaged 5.1.  Top soil moisture
was rated 89% adequate and 11% surplus.  Range and pasture condition was rated 73% good and 27% excellent.  Corn planted 49%.
Corn emerged 27%.  Soybeans planted 27%.  Soybeans emerged 8%.  Small grains were rated in mostly good condition.  Producers began
cutting mixed hay in some localities. Vegetable producers planted carrots, tomatoes, peppers, and squash as weather permitted.  Some
producers reported wind damage to sweet corn and carrot stands from recent storms.  Harvest of asparagus, lettuce, spinach, cilantro,
green onions, and parsley continued with some delays due to wet field conditions.  Orchard  producers were concerned over freeze
damage to apples, peaches, and apricots in some areas due to the recent frost.  Crop condition was rated as mostly fair.  Strawberry
harvest was underway with crop condition rated as mostly fair.

SOIL MOISTURE TABLE

THIS WEEK LAST WEEK PREVIOUS YEAR

VERY SHORT 0% 0% 32%

SHORT 0% 0% 68%

ADEQUATE 89% 91% 0%

SURPLUS 11% 9% 0%

RANGE AND PASTURE
THIS WEEK LAST WEEK PREVIOUS YEAR

VERY POOR 0% 0% 12%

POOR 0% 0% 18%

FAIR 0% 40% 70%

GOOD 73% 24% 0%

EXCELLENT 27% 36% 0%


