
CROP AND LIVESTOCK CONDITION PERCENTAGES
Very Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent

Alfalfa 5 38 34 21 2
Cotton 1 12 36 38 13
Onions – – 1 53 46
Pecans – 1 36 24 39
Sorghum (All) 32 29 30 9 --
Wheat (All) 21 29 39 11 --
Cattle 15 23 42 20 --
Sheep 16 17 23 37 7
Range/Pasture 63 23 13 1 --
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CROP SUMMARY FOR THE WEEK ENDING NOVEMBER 9, 2003
NEW MEXICO:   There were 6.7 days suitable for fieldwork. Farmers spent the week  cutting hay and milo, and harvesting red chile, cotton,
peanuts, and lettuce.  There was 21% light freeze damage, 33% moderate, and 10% severe that affected all crops and conditions reported
to be too wet to begin their cotton harvest.  The 6th cutting of alfalfa was 98% complete and the 7th cutting 65% complete. Cotton was
reported as 36% harvested with conditions listed as 1% very poor, 12% poor, 36% fair, 38% good, and 13% excellent. Total sorghum
conditions were in mostly very poor to fair condition with the crop taking a big jump to 91% maturity and 35% harvested for grain. Winter
wheat conditions listed as 21% very poor, 29% poor, 39% fair, and 11% good and in most areas the crop has fully emerged. Red chile was
55% harvested, peanuts were 87% harvested, and lettuce was 76% harvested. Onions were completely planted this week and remained
in mostly good to excellent condition.  Ranchers spent the week hauling water and cattle to sale.  Cattle conditions dropped listing as 15%
very poor, 23% poor, 42% fair, and 20% good.  Sheep were listed as 16% very poor, 17% poor, 23% fair, 37% good, and 7% excellent.
Range and pasture conditions were 63% very poor, 23% poor, 13% fair, and 1% good.

  
CROP PROGRESS PERCENTAGES WITH COMPARISONS

CROP PROGRESS This Week Last Week Last Year 5-Year Average
    CHILE Harvested-Red 55 50 59 55
    COTTON Harvested 36 31 38 46
    LETTUCE Harvested 76 55 77 68
    ONIONS Planted 100 95 100 95
    PEANUTS Harvested 87 60 65 70
    SORGHUM (All) Mature 91 65 100 97
    SORGHUM (All) Harvested 35 27 37 52
    WHEAT (All) Emerged 100 95 100 100
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SOIL MOISTURE PERCENTAGES
Very

Short Short Adequate Surplus

Northwest 65 35 – --
Northeast 54 39 7 --
Southwest 100 – – --
Southeast 39 48 13 --
State 58 35 7 --
State-Last Year 7 38 55 --
State-5-Yr Avg. 16 33 50 1

WEATHER SUMMARY

For the week, temperatures were generally a few degrees below normal.  The exception was the extreme southwest corner
of New Mexico where average temperatures were 1 to 3 degrees above normal.  Across the eastern half of the state, the week
started with above average temperatures but cold air moved in Thursday with decreases in temperatures of about 20 degrees.
Low clouds and fog settled in for the next several days.  Precipitation in the form of light showers or drizzle was reported at
some eastern sites but amounts were below one tenth of an inch.  Other stations recording precipitation included Farmington,
Chama, Red River, Los Alamos, and Gallup due to weak upper level disturbances early and late in the week.

NEW MEXICO WEATHER CONDITIONS NOVEMBER 3 - 9, 2003
Temperature Precipitation

Station Mean  Maximum Minimum 11/03
11/09

11/01
11/09

Normal
Nov

01/01
   11/09

Normal
Jan-Nov

Carlsbad 54.5 80 41 0.06 0.06 0.59 5.83 12.38
Tatum 49.6 81 31 0.11 0.11 0.55 5.96 15.57
Roswell 53.1 75 39 0.02 0.02 0.55 2.81 12.38
Clayton 43.1 65 26 0.00 0.00 0.52 10.73 14.80
Clovis 48.0 81 32 0.08 0.08 0.73 13.00 16.97
Roy 45.6 70 24 T 0.00 0.50 6.04 15.29
Tucumcari 48.2 70 31 0.04 0.04 0.51 12.87 13.90
Chama 33.2 55 9 0.32 0.44 1.72 15.70 19.81
Johnson Ranch 40.2 64 12 0.00 0.00 0.69 6.77 10.85
Capulin 40.1 61 10 0.00 0.00 0.67 11.03 16.94
Las Vegas 42.8 60 20 0.00 0.00 0.67 5.67 16.49
Los Alamos 41.1 54 25 0.06 0.06 1.02 8.45 17.64
Raton 41.5 61 14 0.00 0.00 0.61 9.24 16.22
Santa Fe 42.8 66 17 0.00 0.00 0.63 6.09 13.21
Red River 36.0 59 16 0.14 0.14 1.18 20.24 19.33
Farmington 44.3 62 23 0.12 0.16 0.94 4.75 8.12
Gallup 38.1 63 13 0.02 0.02 0.95 6.84 11.91
Grants 40.4 68 13 0.00 0.00 0.58 5.23 10.14
Silver City 47.8 71 25 0.00 0.00 0.70 4.59 14.72
Quemado 39.1 64 10 0.00 0.00 0.45 8.36 13.04
Albuquerque 50.6 67 33 0.00 0.00 0.43 5.70 8.38
Carrizozo 48.3 68 24 0.00 0.00 0.76 8.10 12.07
Gran Quivera 46.2 67 26 0.00 0.00 0.91 6.35 14.92
Moriarty 44.8 69 14 0.00 0.00 0.40 7.01 12.17
Ruidoso 47.4 64 24 T 0.00 0.88 11.65 19.72
Socorro 48.9 72 24 0.00 0.00 0.47 4.06 8.95
Alamogordo 54.8 75 34 0.00 0.00 0.71 3.86 11.92
Animas 56.4 79 34 0.00 0.00 0.71 2.09 10.62
Deming 52.5 74 28 T 0.00 0.64 4.38 9.73
T or C 54.5 73 34 0.00 0.00 0.60 3.73 9.22
Las Cruces 53.6 76 29 0.00 0.00 0.53 5.39 8.72
(T) Trace     (-) No Report     (*) Correction
All reports based on preliminary data.  Precipitation data corrected monthly from official observation forms.
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Farm Computer Usage and Ownership 
National Agricultural Statistics Service USDA Washington, D.C. 

July 2003
(Report in its entirety may be found on NASS website - www.usda.gov/nass)

Nearly Half Of  U.S. Farms Have Internet
Access:
A total of 48 percent of U.S. farms now have
Internet access, compared to 43 percent with
Internet access in 2001.  Fifty-eight percent of
farms have access to a computer in 2003,
compared to the 2001 level of 55 percent.
Fifty-four percent of all U.S. farms own or lease
a computer, up from 50 percent in 2001.  Farms
using computers for their farm business
increased from 29 percent in 2001 to 30 percent
in 2003.  It appears that computer usage,
ownership and Internet access on farms have
begun to level off.

In 2003, 82 percent of U.S. farms with sales and
government payments of $250,000 or more have
access to a computer, 79 percent own or lease
a computer, 67 percent are using a computer for
their farm business, and 72 percent have Internet
access.  For farms with sales and government
payments between $100,000 and $249,999, the
figures are: 70 percent have access to a
computer, 66 percent own or lease a computer,
49 percent are using a computer for their farm
business, and 54 percent have Internet access.
For farms with sales and government payments
between $10,000 and $99,999, there were 57
percent that reported having computer access,
52 percent own or lease a computer, 32 percent
use a computer for their farm business, and 47
percent have Internet access.

In 2003, operators with access to the Internet
were asked three additional questions on their
specific uses of the Internet access.  The
additional Internet questions referred to:
accessing Federal Government web sites other
than USDA; conducting business with any USDA
web site;  and conducting business with any
other Federal Government web site.  Of all U.S.
farms, 11 percent used the Internet to access
Federal Government web sites other than USDA,
while 3 percent conducted business with any
USDA web site and 5 percent conducted

business with any other Federal Government
web site.  Finally, an additional question was
asked regarding the use of toll-free customer
service telephone numbers.  At the U.S. level, 4
percent of the farms used a toll-free customer
service number during the July 2002 through
June 2003 period.

A new feature of this report compares computer
usage by type of farm, shown on pages 8 and 9.
For dairy farms with sales and government
payments of $250,000 or more, 85 percent have
computer access.  Of the cotton farms with sales
and government payments of $250,000 or more,
83 percent have computer access.

Farm Numbers:  
For those data users looking to equate these
published percentages to actual farm counts, we
have included a table showing "Number of
Farms: by State and United States" from the
February 2003 NASS publication "Farms and
Land in Farms".  This table is located on page
14.   A farm is "any place from which $1,000 or
more of agricultural products were produced and
sold, or normally would have been sold, during
the year".

Survey Procedures: The June Agricultural
Survey is conducted every year to provide
estimates of farm numbers and land in farms,
crop acres planted, grain in storage, livestock
inventories, and land values.  In 1997, 1999,
2001 and again in 2003, questions were added
to the survey form that asked the operator about
access and use of computers.  The 2003
computer usage estimates are based on
responses from over 26,400 agricultural
operations and represent all sizes and types of
farms.   Coefficients of Variations (CVs) at the
national level in 2003 were 1 percent or less; at
the regional level, CVs ranged from 1 to 5
percent; and at the State level, CVs generally
ranged from 3 to 30 percent. 
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