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Weekly Crop & Weather Roundup

Week Ending August 8, 2004
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This report can be found on the Internet at www.nass.usda.gov/pa

Good Week for Field Work:. Four days were suitable
for field work. Soil moisture was rated 1 percent short, 67
percent adequate and 32 percent surplus. Principal farm
activities included hay making, spreading manure,
applying herbicides and pesticides, harvesting wheat and
oats, picking fruit, repairing fences and machinery, and
baling straw.

Crops: Corn silking was 82 percent complete, which was
ahead of last year at 65 percent and the 5-year average of
77 percent. Corn in dough stage was at 47 percent. Corn
dented was 13 percent complete, up from 3 percent in
2003 and the 5-year average of 5 percent. The average
height of corn was 83 inches statewide, while last year’s
corn was 66 inches, and the 5-year average was 68
inches. Corn condition was rated 1 percent very poor, 3
percent poor, 12 percent fair, 33 percent good, and 51
percent excellent. Ninety-two percent of winter wheat
has been harvested, compared to 98 percent for the 5-year
average. Oats were 77 percent ripe, compared with 60
percent last year and 73 percent for the five year average.
Forty-six percent of oats have been harvested compared
to the 5-year average of 50 percent. Oat condition was 2
percent very poor, 8 percent poor, 33 percent fair, 51
percent good and 6 percent excellent. Soybean condition
was 3 percent poor, 8 percent fair, 44 percent good, and
45 percent excellent. Potatoes were 16 percent
harvested. Alfalfa second cutting was 86 percent
complete, up from 82 percent last year. Alfalfa third
cutting was 30 percent complete, down from the 5-year
average of 42 percent. Alfalfa crop condition was rated
1 percent very poor, 5 percent poor, 18 percent fair, 56
percent good, and 20 percent excellent. The first cutting
of timothy clover was 97 percent complete, up from 94
percent last year. The second cutting of timothy clover
was 47 percent complete, compared to last year at 26
percent and the 5-year average of 39 percent. The
timothy clover stand was rated 2 percent poor, 22 percent
fair, 63 percent good, and 13 percent excellent. The
quality of hay made was 5 percent very poor, 19 percent

poor, 41 percent fair, 31 percent good, and 4 percent
excellent.

Peach harvest was 54 percent complete, compared to 36
percent last year and the 5-year average of 42 percent.
Peach condition was rated 1 percent poor, 8 percent fair,
44 percent good, and 47 percent excellent. Apples were
21 percent harvested, up from 10 percent last year and 5-
year average of 13 percent. Apple condition was rated 9
percent poor, 26 percent fair, 52 percent good and 13
percent excellent.

Livestock: During the last week, the pasture condition in
Pennsylvania was rated 2 percent very poor, 4 percent
poor, 18 percent fair, 60 percent good, and 16 percent
excellent. Animals were being rotated on different
pastures throughout the state.

U.S. As of August 1, 2004: Highlights: Temperatures
were near normal along the Atlantic Coast, with moderate
to heavy rainfall hindering fieldwork and causing local
flooding. Corn: Eighty-four percent of the crop had
reached the silking stage, 3 percentage points ahead of
last year but 2 points behind normal. Corn doughing
advanced to 28 percent complete, compared with 16
percent last year and 24 percent for the 5-year average.
Denting, at 7 percent, was 3 points ahead of last year and
2 points ahead of normal. Soybeans: Blooming advanced
to 84 percent complete, 6 points ahead of last year and 1
point ahead of normal. Forty-nine percent of the acreage
had set pods, compared with 35 percent last year and 46
percent for the average. Winter Wheat: Growers had
harvested 88 percent of their acreage, 3 points behind last
year and 1 point behind normal. Harvest was complete in
most States but lagged behind normal in the northern
Rockies and parts of the Pacific Northwest. Small Grains:
Twenty-nine percent of the oat crop was harvested, 7
points behind last year and 8 points behind normal.
Harvest continued behind normal in all States, with the
Ohio Valley and South Dakota behind by 14 to 17 points.




Weather Data For Week Ending August 8, 2004

Last Week Weather Summary April 1 - August 8, 2004 GDD
Station Temperature Precipitation Precipitation GDD Base 50F %?ﬁ;e
High Low Average DFN Total Days Total DFN Days Total DFN Total
Northwest
Erie 81 52 66 -7 0.00 0 17.41 2.24 65 1,729 112 2,853
Franklin 86 48 66 -5 0.06 2 26.37 8.44 75 1,682 145 2,826
Meadville 84 48 65 -4 0.15 2 21.50 4.17 71 1,584 178 2,698
Mercer 86 37 62 -8 0.05 1 19.59 2.69 61 1,388 -134 2,489
Springboro 85 44 63 -8 0.11 2 21.85 6.62 76 1,562 -56 2,665
Warren 86 50 66 -5 0.45 1 29.39 11.79 80 1,565 69 2,693
North Central
Bradford Region 82 41 60 -5 0.13 1 19.94 2.10 85 1,299 203 2,392
Emporium 87 46 67 0 0.68 2 23.56 5.38 72 1,667 442 2,809
Kane 79 37 56 -9 0.42 1 22.73 4.82 66 830 =251 1,861
Laporte 83 46 64 -7 0.87 2 27.06 10.45 78 1,434 -105 2,542
Lock Haven 88 49 69 -3 0.41 2 27.83 11.57 60 1,868 239 3,075
Port Allegany 83 42 63 -4 0.16 1 20.68 3.72 69 1,399 185 2,493
Renovo 87 49 68 -3 0.40 1 22.94 6.68 64 1,828 199 3,005
Ridgway 84 43 63 -4 0.50 1 25.03 6.85 60 1,398 173 2,497
Stevenson Dam 86 48 67 0 1.40 1 23.71 5.53 68 1,730 505 2,890
Towanda 88 50 68 -3 0.38 4 19.64 5.89 69 1,727 177 2,878
Wellsboro 83 48 64 -3 0.35 2 23.39 9.48 68 1,383 224 2,486
Williamsport 89 51 69 -4 0.36 2 21.72 5.44 75 1,979 178 3,196
Northeast
Hawley 86 44 67 -1 0.95 4 17.58 2.07 56 1,474 156 2,584
Wilkes-Barre/Sc 85 46 68 -5 0.84 2 17.17 1.88 60 1,826 113 3,012
Susquehanna 89 50 68 2 0.67 2 21.90 5.27 63 1,754 488 2,917
West Central
Butler 87 46 67 -4 0.33 1 21.06 4.24 77 1,695 102 2,839
New Castle 88 48 69 -2 0.40 2 21.98 6.52 60 1,853 252 3,008
Slippery Rock 86 47 67 2 0.36 2 22.27 5.88 78 1,767 324 2,932
Central
Altoona/Blair 85 47 67 -5 0.45 4 18.78 3.70 70 1,822 108 2,983
DuBois 83 45 64 -6 1.05 5 24.73 7.85 84 1,573 86 2,705
Lewistown 89 51 70 -4 0.98 3 19.34 2.99 60 1,987 110 3,194
Middletown 88 54 72 -5 0.78 2 22.73 6.93 55 2,296 177 3,540
Prince Gallitzi 85 47 66 -2 0.53 1 23.11 3.79 62 1,606 239 2,737
Selinsgrove 87 51 69 -4 1.10 3 22.37 6.10 65 1,924 165 3,119
State College 86 51 68 -4 1.28 2 20.33 5.30 58 1,868 172 3,044
East Central
Allentown-Bethel 90 50 71 -3 0.49 3 19.37 2.67 56 2,066 123 3,292
Lehighton 85 51 69 -5 0.57 3 22.70 5.96 69 1,830 -43 3,028
Matamoras 87 46 68 -4 2.21 4 16.54 -0.79 55 1,600 -96 2,752
Tobyhanna 87 44 66 -1 0.13 3 22.97 4.84 77 1,541 384 2,672
Southwest
Pittsburgh/Alle 87 51 69 -3 0.59 2 17.70 1.64 63 2,036 315 3,230
Derry 85 48 68 -4 0.89 1 27.60 11.02 72 1,793 178 2,965
Myersdale 83 42 64 -6 0.23 1 19.99 1.69 58 1,481 -92 2,601
Mount Pleasant 85 46 67 -3 0.52 1 22.90 4.38 54 1,827 394 2,990
Pittsburgh Intl 86 50 69 -4 0.65 2 20.74 5.66 63 2,078 277 3,270
Rector 88 44 67 -2 0.42 2 26.58 8.06 76 1,836 403 3,011
Waynesburg 87 47 68 -3 0.31 1 20.19 3.71 63 1,887 222 3,056
South Central
Biglerville 89 52 71 -5 0.04 1 24.78 10.28 63 2,080 5 3,294
Everett 88 44 67 -5 0.21 1 19.20 4.55 57 1,608 -81 2,734
Hanover 88 51 70 -5 0.17 2 22.59 8.09 55 2,173 98 3,391
Shippensburg 90 51 71 -4 1.01 2 24.66 10.04 57 2,212 152 3,427
South Mountain 85 47 66 -5 0.43 2 20.85 5.77 51 1,777 70 2,934
York 88 50 71 -4 0.19 2 19.93 3.86 52 2,154 88 3,379
Southeast
Green Lane 95 52 74 2 0.48 2 24.72 8.34 58 2,299 448 3,548
Hamburg 89 51 72 1 0.50 3 20.61 1.25 65 2,071 381 3,296
Hopewell 87 52 71 -5 0.97 3 24.95 7.87 74 2,111 -65 3,338
Lancaster 88 52 71 -4 1.72 3 24.55 7.65 61 2,152 205 3,387
Neshaminy Falls 92 54 74 1 1.01 3 24.27 5.11 54 2,263 330 3,504
New Holland 90 51 71 -4 0.76 3 24.96 8.06 63 2,148 201 3,369
Philadelphia 90 56 73 -4 2.54 4 25.00 8.57 55 2,485 254 3,741
Philadelphia NE 90 55 73 -4 1.59 3 25.47 9.04 56 2,407 176 3,660
Reading 89 51 72 -3 0.39 2 23.22 5.36 55 2,181 268 3,420
Valley Forge Na 96 49 73 -4 2.33 2 24.53 7.45 52 2,176 0 3,405
Willow Grove 86 55 71 -4 0.63 3 21.05 1.89 57 2,249 316 3,497

DFN = Departure from normal (using 1961-90 normals period).

Precipitation (rainfall or melted snow or ice) and pan evaporation in inches.
Precipitation days = days with precipitation of .01 inch or more.

Air temperatures in degrees fahrenheit.

Copyright 2004: Agricultural Weather Information Service, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Internet Reporters’ Comments, By County:

Reporters are from Extension Service (Ext), Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS), Farm Service Agency (FSA), Conservation District (CD), farmers,
commodity specialists, or other knowledgeable individuals.

CAMBRIA COUNTY, Dolly Little (FSA) — The
moisture is there but we need heat for the corn.

CENTRE COUNTY, Dick Decker — Last few days of
the week field work was possible. We need some sun to
dry things off and allow field work to catch up. There
was 3/4" rain in my gauge for the week.

FOREST COUNTY, Thomas Tanner (FSA) — Rain
has slowed the harvesting process. Many farmers are still
harvesting 1st cutting. Harvesting of wheat is going on
between rains and yields are average. Beans, peppers,
and cabbage look good.

FRANKLIN COUNTY, Thomas Kerr (FSA) — Cool
weather has slowed the progress on soybeans this week.
Some areas of the county that were shy on rainfall got
some early in the week, and it now looks like all areas
will be experiencing a bumper crop this year. The peach
harvest has slowed as well due to the cool nights. Quality
is still very good and the yield is the best in 4 years. Hay
making was back to normal this week. Predictions are
that there will be some early corn cut for silage by the
end of the week.

FULTON COUNTY, Russ McLucas — I won't say
things are on the wet side here, but I swamped a 125 hp
tractor on a roll baler Wednesday. First time I have "put
something down" that well since 1972 with Hurricane
Agnes.

INDIANA COUNTY, Kevin Fry (EXT) — Typical hot
humid weather abruptly changed to atypically cool, low
humidity weather for early August. The dry weather
finally gave farmers a window to make hay over the
weekend and looks to continue into early this week.
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This cool weather has been nice, but there is a lot of corn
that could use some sun and heat.

MERCER COUNTY, D Earl Smith (FSA) — It was a
good week for just about anything you wanted to do. Hay
making, wheat, oats, and speltz harvesting. Fair time has
come to the area and farmers have a little time to visit
with friends and neighbors. Time to reflect on this year’s
crops and to gear up for the fall harvest season.

SNYDER COUNTY, William C. Sheaffer — Another
week of heavy rainfall with over three inches for the
week. This, along with limited sunshine could create
problems later on in the growing season. The third
cutting of alfalfa is looking very good, if only we get the
right kind of weather to make it in the next several
weeks. The activities undertaken this week were
combining oats, baling straw, spreading manure and
making repairs.

WESTMORELAND COUNTY, John Lohr (FSA) —
Another wet period with cool temperatures late last week.
Corn and soybeans continue to make excellent progress.
Another week where hay harvest was a challenge with no
dry hay being made. Some oats fields are being sprayed
to kill the grass before trying to get the crop through the
combine.

YORK COUNTY, Wayne Kurtz (FSA) — The end of
the week brought some welcomed dry and sunny
conditions. All crops are doing well except some
vegetables. In these cases, the time from prime harvest to
breakdown due to rot is very short. Specific crop types
such as peppers and cucumbers seem most affected.

USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service - PA Office
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PA Crop Progress for Week Ending August 8, 2004

Crop Current Week Last Year 5-Year Average
Percent Percent Percent
Fall plowing 6 6 5
Corn, silk 82 65 77
Corn, dough 47 16 33
Corn, dent 13 3 5
Corn average height, inches 83 66 68
Wheat, harvested 92 92 98
Oats, turning yellow 98 85 93
Oats, ripe 77 60 73
Oats, harvested 46 28 50
Tobacco, harvested 10 0 1
Potatoes, harvested 16 5 10
Alfalfa, 2nd cutting 86 82 85
Alfalfa, 3rd cutting 30 32 42
Timothy clover, 1st cutting 97 94 98
Timothy clover, 2nd cutting 47 26 39
Peaches, harvested 54 36 46
Apples, harvested 21 10 13
PA Crop Condition for Week Ending August 8, 2004
Crop }/gor}rl Poor Fair Good |Excellent

Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent
Corn 1 3 12 33 51
Oats 2 8 33 51 6
Soybeans 0 3 8 44 45
Alfalfa and alfalfa mixtures stand 1 5 18 56 20
Timothy clover stand 0 2 22 63 13
Quality of hay made 5 19 41 31 4
Pasture 2 4 18 60 16
Peaches 0 1 8 44 47
Apples 0 9 26 52 13
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